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Introduction

Introduction
Parks, Recreation, and Open Space are 

important elements of all communities 

and provide many recreational, social, and 

environmental bene! ts that contribute to a 

high quality of life. The City of Hastings has 

recognized the importance of proper recreation 

planning and has chosen to take an active role 

in the delivery of recreational opportunities 

by updating the Parks and Recreation Plan.  

Recreation planning is an exercise engaged by 

local governments to anticipate change, and 

to promote the development and expansion of 

recreational facilities and services for the bene! t 

of its community.  Parks and recreation facilities 

provide many bene! ts to the community and 

the natural environment. Parks provide people 

with a place to gather, be active, socialize, and 

connect with the environment and community.  

Green infrastructure also enhances the livability 

of a community by increasing property values and 

connecting the community. Having the ability 

to recreate has also been shown to improve the 

quality of life by contributing to overall mental 

and physical health and reducing obesity brought 

on by inactivity.  As the community continues to 

grow and change over time, the City continues 

to dedicate themselves to improving recreational 

o" erings for its citizens. This plan represents 

the culmination of the planning e" orts of the 

community and local o#  cials; and re$ ects the 

City’s desire to blend the available recreational 

resources and activities with the environmental 

and cultural elements of the community.

 

PLAN PURPOSE
The 2019-2023 Parks and Recreation Master Plan 

is a guide for the future development of recreation 

facilities in the City. It provides short and mid-

range recommendations for park facilities, 
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programs, and services; maintenance operations; 

administration and management; and capital 

improvements. The City recognizes the signi� cant 

role that recreation plays in providing a high 

quality of life and improved physical health of its 

citizens.  This appreciation has been manifested 

in this e� ort to update the Parks and Recreation 

Master Plan with the hopes of improving local 

park systems and public trails, promoting the 

preservation of natural areas, and establishing 

a strong commitment to strengthening a sense 

of community. This plan provides the data and 

direction to ensure that parks and recreation 

o� erings are aligned with the community needs 

and values. The plan addresses current recreation 

issues and identi� es and prioritizes future needs 

of the community and the means for meeting 

those needs over the upcoming � ve-year period.

 PLAN SCOPE
The scope of this plan includes suggestions for the 

management, improvement, and expansion of the 

recreation system within the City of Hastings.  The 

plan also considers recreational facilities within 

the county, neighboring townships, and school 

district that are available to citizens of the Hastings 

community. Key planning issues are identi� ed, 

a clear set of goals and objectives are outlined, 

and speci� c implementation strategies are 

delineated. The scope will include all of the City’s 

recreation facilities, undeveloped open space, 

trail systems, and recreational programming. 

The scope of the planning e� ort is limited to the 

City boundaries. However, consideration is also 

made of regional facilities that in! uence use 

patterns. The use of City facilities by residents 

living in the surrounding communities, which 

may have limited recreation facilities of their 

own, is also a consideration of the planning 

process. In terms of an implementation timeline, 

the Action Program section of this document 

covers development over the next � ve years.

The City’s recreation plan was previously updated in 

2008 and in 2014. The previous plans documented 

conditions and trends at the time and contained 

many ideas for improvements; some of which 

have been realized. This updated plan builds on 

the recommendations of the previous plans and 

has been developed to re! ect the changing needs 

and goals of the Hastings Community. This plan 

also meets the Michigan Department of Natural 

Resources requirements for qualifying for Federal 

and State funding assistance. These funds are 

available for land acquisition, facility development 

and improvements to new and existing park lands.
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Community Description
PLAN JURISDICTION
This section is intended to describe the 

jurisdiction and focus of the plan, provide a 

brief overview of the community, and identify 

important community based factors that should 

be considered in parks and  recreational planning. 

This Recreation Master Plan has been prepared to 

serve the City of Hastings and is planned to focus 

on all aspects of the City’s parks and recreation 

facilities and programs. Recreational facilities 

and programs that serve adjacent communities 

have also been considered and incorporated into 

this planning document. The Plan is intended to 

contribute to the quality of life for the residents 

and visitors of the Hastings community, but also 

provide recreational experiences to the residents 

in adjacent communities within the county.

REGIONAL SETTING
The City of Hastings is located in the center north of 

Barry County in the southwestern lower peninsula 

of Michigan, centrally positioned between the 

metropolitan areas of Kalamazoo/Battle Creek, 

Grand Rapids and Lansing. The City of Hastings is 

the only city and the most urbanized area of Barry 

County and serves as the County Seat. The City is 

bordered by Hastings Township to the north, east 

and south, and by Rutland Township to the west. 

Map 2.1 - Location Map shows the relationship of 

the City of Hastings to neighboring communities.

The City of Hastings includes a hilly, wooded 

countryside dotted with spring-fed lakes and covers 

approximately 5.28 square miles in area. The City 

of Hastings is served by two major highways, M-43 

running from Lansing (northeast) to Kalamazoo 

(southwest) and M-37 running from Grand Rapids 
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(northwest) to Battle Creek (southeast). M-79 runs 

due east from the City, linking to M-66 and I-69 

and M-179 links to US 131 to the west. The distance 

from major highways has helped the City maintain 

its rural small town identity, but transportation 

links are su�  cient to encourage continuing 

commercial and residential development.

The history of Hastings dates back to 1836 when 

three entrepreneurs purchased the 480 acres along 

the Thornapple River from Eurotas P. Hastings. 

They platted the land into lots and streets and 

soon a small community arose. In 1843, the State 

legislature designated Hastings as the County 

Seat of Barry County, ensuring the City’s future 

importance. The historic Barry County Courthouse, 

which dominates the downtown, was built in 1893.

The City grew through the 1800s with a wooden 

school house built in 1841, a stagecoach service 

linking the City to Grand Rapids and Battle Creek 

in 1848 and the � rst railroad service in 1861. 

Hastings was incorporated as a village in 1855 and 

o�  cially became a City in 1871.

The City’s downtown area exhibits many 19th 

Century buildings, while more modern commercial 

development continues along West State Street, 

extending into the neighboring Rutland Charter 

Township.

Physical Characteristics

The topography of the City ranges from 

undulating in the northwest and southwest to 

relatively ! at in the central area, ranging between 

750-800 feet above sea level. The surrounding 

land is characterized by rolling topography with 

numerous lakes, streams, wooded areas, and 

wetlands.

Climatology

Lake Michigan, which is about 110 miles west of 

Hastings, has a signi� cant in! uence on the climate 

of the study area. The lake temperature, together 

with the prevailing westerly winds, moderates 

seasonal temperature extremes. Hastings gets 

some kind of precipitation, on average, 79 days 

per year and gets 37 inches of rain, on average, 

per year. Hastings is considered to have a warm 

summer continental climate based on its seasonal 

precipitation and temperature patterns.

Soils

The characteristics of the majority of soils 

within Hastings impose minor constraints on 

development. In general, loam, sandy loam, and 

loamy sand soils are most common.  Loamy soils 

are found primarily in the southern half of the City, 

sandy loam in the northwest and west quadrant, 

and loamy sand soils in the northeast areas of the 

City. These soils for the most part are well drained. 

Physical limitations to their development, when 

they do occur, exist because of excessive slopes.

Organic soils o" er the greatest physical constraint 

to development with the City of Hastings. These 

soils are generally poor drained, occurring in 

depression areas. Most often these soils coincide 

with the wetland and ! oodplain areas of the 

City. Limitations are attached to development on 

organic soils due to problems with drainage, frost 

action, and low bearing capacity.        

 

Water Resources

Although there are no signi� cant lakes located 

within the City limits, there are a number of lakes 

in the surrounding Townships that are considered 
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valuable resources in the area. These include Algonquin, Carter, Lily, Leach, Laubaugh, Middle, Lower, 

Bear Hole, and Thornapple Lakes.  Hastings is also characterized by the Thornapple River which 

meanders through the City and provides a valuable resource to the community. Many wetland and 

� ood prone areas exist adjacent to the river. Wetlands are a critical natural feature that help collect and 

store precipitation and run-o� , regulate the movement of water within watersheds, and serve as � lters 

for sediments and organic matter. Lakes, rivers, and wetlands have proven to be valuable resources for 

the community and it is essential to protect these natural resources.

Thornapple River

The Thornapple River is a dominant waterway that cuts through the north part of the City and 

meanders from the east to the west and north. It is a tributary of the Grand River and its watershed 

covers approximately 857 square miles covering portions of Barry, Eaton, ionia, and Kent Counties. The 

Thornapple River also includes approximately 324 miles of streams and rivers that � ow into it.  The river 

is a  prized natural feature in the community and a major source of recreation that sees signi� cant use 

for rafting, kayaking, tubing, canoing, and � shing. The river includes many points of access including 

canoe liveries, overlook decks, and � shing areas. The river is also home to a large variety of wildlife 

including many species of birds and � sh including duck, herons osprey, eagle, bluegill, northern pike, 

trout, bass, and perch.    

Sweezy’s Pond

The pond, originally known as Bates’ Pond, was once dammed and served as a feeder for the former � sh 

hatchery at the corner of Green Street and Cook Road (that later became Fish Hatchery Park). After the 

dam was damaged in 2014, the pond was allowed to return to its natural state. Currently the pond is 

surrounded by woodland and wetland areas, and provides home to many species of wildlife.                                                              

Non-Motorized Transportation

The City, with the help of a planning consultant, has developed a Non-Motorized Transportation Plan. 

The goal of the plan is to develop a framework for creating a comprehensive network of sidewalks, 

shared-use pathways, bike lanes, crosswalks, and other non-motorized facilities in the City. The plan 

includes maps of existing and proposed routes, guidelines, policies, objectives, strategies, and actions 

for implementation of the plan. The Non-Motorized Transportation Plan Route Map is included in the 

Recreation Inventory.
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SOCIOECONOMIC CHARACTERISTICS
The review of trends in population growth is helpful in developing an understanding of the City’s 

recreational needs. Also reviewing other demographic indicators such as age, education, income, and 

employment trends can assist in determining the type of recreational facilities that may be needed or 

desired and will allow facilities and programs to keep pace with demand.

Population Trends

Demographic information was gathered from the 2010 US Census.  As of 2010, the City of Hastings has 

a population of 7,350 which represents a 3.6% increase from the 2000 Census. The 2017 population 

estimate for the City of Hastings is 7,313 which represents a 3% increase from the 2000 Census, however 

it is a slight decrease from the 2010 census . The City has experienced an overall modest increase in 

population in the last 20 years however it is estimated that there may be a slight decrease in population 

in the last 10 years. Table 2.1 delineates population growth in the City over the last 30 years. To put this 

rate of growth into perspective, it is important to compare growth comparisons with other adjacent 

communities. This is useful in attempting to forecast areas of future growth in the area as well as 

future demands on the City’s park system. Table 2.2 illustrates population growth comparisons with 

adjacent communities as well as the County and State. The table shows the growth rate in the City has 

been slower than the westerly Townships of Rutland and Irving, stronger than the adjacent Hastings 

Township, and similar to the County. 

Table 2.1: Population Growth - Data Source: U.S. Census Bureau

Year Population # Change % Change

1990 6,549 - -

2000 7,095 546 8.3%

2010 7,350 255 3.6%

Est. 2017 7,313 -37 -0.5%

Table 2.2: Population Comparison- Data Source: U.S. Census Bureau

Community 1990 

Population

2000 

Population

2010 

Population

% Change 

2000-2010

2017 

Estimate

Hastings Twp 2,826 2,930 2,948 0.6% 2,961

Rutland Twp 2,801 3,646 3,987 9.4% 3,970

Irving Twp 1,903 2,682 3,250 21% 3,262

Carlton Twp 2,069 2,331 2,391 2.6% 2,311

Barry County 50,057 56,755 59,173 4.2% 60,586

State of Michigan 9,295,297 9,938,444 9,883,640 -0.5% 9,962,311
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Age

The median age of the City of Hastings is 37, which is 15% younger than the County as a whole (42.6) 

and 8% younger than the State of Michigan (40). The median age represents the mid-point in the range 

of all ages within the City. Understanding the age demographics is useful in identifying the type of 

recreational facilities that may be needed, desired, or over provided. For example, a younger population 

may desire more active types of facilities while an aging population may desire more passive types of 

facilities. Table 2.3 illustrates the breakdown of population based on age (based on 2010 census).

Table 2.3 Population by Age - Data Source: U.S. Census Bureau

Age Number Percentage

Male Female Total Male Female Total

Total Population 3,445 3,905 7,350 46.9 53.1 100

18 and over 2,455 2,942 5,397 33.4 40 73.4

18 and under 1,054 1,004 2,058 14.3 13.7 28

5-24 (Gen Z) 1,015 1,038 2,053 13.8 14.1 27.9

25-39 (Millennials) 692 686 1,378 9.4 9.3 18.7

40-54 (Gen X) 689 765 1,454 9.4 10.4 19.8

55-74 (baby boomer) 568 697 1,265 7.7 9.5 17.2

75 and over 190 445 635 2.6 6.1 8.7

The City’s age distribution appears to be mostly balanced as there is not a particular age group that 

dominates the rest. About 28% of the population falls in the 18 and under range and in the 5-24 range 

suggesting there may be a need for youth-oriented facilities. About 38.5 % of the population falls in the 

25-54 age group suggesting there could be a need for family-oriented recreation as this age group is 

most likely to have families. About 17.2% of the population includes the baby boomers which suggests 

the need for passive, senior-oriented facilities. These results re! ect a need for a well-balanced park and 

recreation system that provides facilities for young, active families, as well as accessible facilities for the 

aging population.

Persons with Disabilities

The proportion of the population with some type of disability should be considered when planning 

parks and recreational facilities and programs. The Americans with Disabilities Act of 1990 mandates that 

all public services, including park facilities, be barrier-free. As the population ages, the proportion with 

one or more disabilities generally increases, and this trend is consistent for the City. Disabilities include 

vision, cognitive, auditory, ambulatory, self care, and living independently di"  culties. According to the 

U.S. Census data, it is estimated that in 2016 approximately 18.9% of City residents live with a disability, 

with approximately 83.3% of those individuals being 35 years and older. These # gures indicate that, 

while the City population is modest, there still exists an important contingent of residents who rely on 

more accessible places to recreate.

Income

A successful parks and recreation system includes providing a$ ordable recreational opportunities to 
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the community.  It is important to understand the 

availability of disposable income for recreation 

within the community as household incomes vary 

within the region. According to the U.S. Census 

Bureau, the estimated median household income 

level for 2016 is $47,672 for the City. Table 2.4 

illustrates the median household income of the 

City, compared to other nearby communities. 

The median income level in the City is about 19% 

lower than that of the county ($56,883) and about 

6.6% lower than the State of Michigan. ($50,803). 

As shown in the table, income is lower in the City 

compared to the adjacent Townships. This level of 

income in the City could make it possible to secure 

certain types of grants, but may not support the 

concept of a park millage.

Employment

Residents of the City are employed in a range of 

employment categories including manufacturing, 

retail, services, and health care. Major employers 

in the City include Pennock Hospital, Hastings 

Manufacturing Company, Flex-Fab, Hastings 

Mutual Insurance, Viking and Barry County 

government. Approximately 66% of residents 

work within Barry County and 34% of residents 

commute (U.S. Census) to Grand Rapids, Lansing, 

Battle Creek and Kalamazoo for employment. 

Given that approximately 92% of residents drive 

automobiles to work (U.S. Census), expanding the 

current network of trails, pedestrian walkways, 

and bicycle lanes may encourage residents to use 

alternative modes of transportation which in turn 

promotes a healthier lifestyle and high quality of 

life. According to the U.S. Census, the estimated 

rate of unemployment in the City is 6.6%. The 

relative strength of the employment picture in the 

City suggests that the local economy is stable and 

that residents should be able to continue to fund 

the parks and recreation budget.

Land Use

The land use distribution and development 

pattern of a community is important when 

considering the geographic distribution of parks 

and recreational facilities because they should be 

placed where there are concentrations of residents 

and the related places of public gathering.

The City of Hastings provides a variety of di! erent 

housing opportunities based on both age and 

density. According to the U.S. Census data (2016 

Estimate), there are a total of 3,244 housing 

units in the City of which 3,038 are occupied. 

Older single family, medium density residential 

neighborhoods surround the Downtown area. 

Rural and suburban residential areas are located 

on the west edge of the City, while multi-family 

units and apartments are concentrated north 

of Woodlawn Avenue. A mobile home park is 

located in the southeast of the City. The Central 

Business District includes land north and south 

of East State Street with mixed commercial, o"  ce 

and residential areas adjacent to it. A second 

Commercial District is located along West State 

Street to the City limits, and an industrial park is 

located on the southeast side of the City. A large 

portion of the land along the river is designated 

# oodplain.

The City is currently in the process of developing 

a Land Use Master Plan that will act as a guide 

for future growth and development and allow 

the City to prepare for the future needs of the 

community.

Table 2.4 Median Household Income - Data Source: 

U.S. Census Bureau

City of Hastings $47,672

Hastings Township $54,087

Rutland Township $62,883

Irving Township $63,575

Carlton Township $64,779

Barry County $56,883
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Map 2.1 - Location Map
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Map 2.2 - Sensitive Land Areas
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Administrative Structure

The City of Hastings operates under the Council/Manager form of government.  The Council/Manager 

Plan is a system of local government that combines the political leadership of an elected City Council 

with the professional managerial experience of the City Manager. In order to understand how park and 

recreation functions are administered in the City, we must look at the administrative structure of the 

City.

Hastings City Council

The Hastings City Council consists of a Mayor, and two elected o!  cials from each of the City’s four 

wards, one of which serves as Mayor Pro-Tem.  The Mayor serves a term of four years, while members 

of the Council also serve four year terms that are staggered.  The Council is the legislative and policy 

making body of the city and is responsible for the performance of all obligations and duties imposed 

on the city by the State of Michigan.

Hastings City Manager

The City Manager serves as the chief administrative o!  cer and is responsible to the City Council for 

all administrative functions and business of the City.  City employees are hired and discharged by 

the City Manager and are responsible to the City Manager in all aspects of job performance.  The City 

Manager prepares and submits the annual budget proposal of the City.  The City Manager acts as the 

chief purchasing agent of the City, seeks federal funds and represents the City in all contract and labor 

Administrative Structure
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negotiations.  The City Council appoints the City Manager who is responsible for advising the Council 

on various matters facing the City and implementing the policies of the Council.  The City Manager is 

responsible for the day-to-day operation of all City services and programs. Refer to Figure 3.1 for the 

City Organization Chart.

Citizens of the City of Hastings

Mayor and City Council

Independent Auditor Planning Commission City Attorney

Downtown Development 

Authority Joint Planning Alliance Board of Review

Local Development Finance Authority

Brown! eld Redevelopment Authority Library Board Zoning Board of Appeals

Hastings City / Barry County 

Airport Commission

Library Administrator

Library Sta" YMCA Board

Cemetery Preservation 

Advisory Committee Cable Access Committee Nature Area Board

City Manager

City Sta" 

Figure 3.1 - City Organization Chart

Commissions and Boards
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Departmental Organizational Structure

Under the direction of the City Manager, three (3) municipal departments are actively involved in the 

administration, planning, and maintenance of the City’s parks, recreation, programs, and services.

• Department of Parks, Recreation

• Department of Public Services 

• Department of Community Development

Figure 3.2 - Administrative  Organization

Departments

Je! ery Mans" eld
City Manager / City Engineer

Jerry Czarnecki
City Clerk/Treasurer/Finance

Dan King
Community Development Director

Je!  Pratt
Deputy City Manager / 

Chief of Police

Francie Brummel
Deputy Treasurer

Lori Parmenter
Deputy Clerk

Dale Boulter
Deputy Police Chief

Jackie Timmerman
City Assessor

Lee Hays
Director of Public Services

Roger Caris
Fire Chief

Jim James
Street Superintendent

Wade Trim
Contracted Utility 

Superintendent
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Parks and Recreation Department
The Parks and Recreation Department is 

responsible for all matters relating to the 

construction, management, maintenance, and 

operation of the physical properties and services 

of the parks and recreation facilities owned, 

leased or operated by the City of Hastings. The 

Parks Department is administered by the Director 

of Public Services.

The Department is responsible for general 

operational oversight of the parks and related 

facilities, including administration of the 

ordinances related to park operation. The 

Department works with the Michigan Department 

of Natural Resources and other State and Federal 

agencies to obtain services and funding for 

improvements to the parks and recreation system. 

The Department works with and provides funds 

for the Barry County YMCA to provide recreation 

services for local residents. Recreation facilities 

within the parks are utilized by numerous public 

and private groups. The Parks and Recreation 

Department is administered by the Department 

of Public Services. The Director of Public Services is 

charged with direct oversight of the Department. In 

turn, the Director of Public Services is accountable 

to the City Manager who is ultimately accountable 

to the City Council. Personnel and equipment from 

the Department of Public Services are utilized for 

maintenance and other operations within the 

park facilities.

Goals and Objectives of the Department 

Goal 1: Maintain the Parks and Recreation Facilities 

of the City of Hastings in the ! nest possible 

condition.

Objectives:

1. To monitor and maintain the park grounds and 

facilities as required.

2. To repair or replace damaged park equipment.

3. To strive to improve the quality of park and 

recreation lands, facilities and services.

4. To maximize the quantity, quality, and e"  ciency 

of e# ort spent in obtaining these objectives.

Goal 2: Provide the parks and recreation facilities 

most needed by the citizens of Hastings and 

maximize the use of these facilities.

Objectives:

1. To maintain the City of Hastings Parks and 

Recreation Master Plan in current status and to 

update the plan as necessary.

2. To review the Master Plan to determine 

community needs and desires and to strive to 

provide facilities in accordance with these needs 

and desires.

3. To work closely with the Barry County YMCA 

to provide programming and recreational 

opportunities for Hastings citizens.

4. To work with with outside groups and agencies 

to maximize the use of park facilities through 

schedule optimization.

5. To actively promote the parks and recreation 

facilities available in the City of Hastings.
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Goal 3: Construct, monitor, and maintain the 

park grounds and facilities in a manner which 

maximizes the safety of those using, maintaining 

or passing near the parks.

Objectives:

1. To allow only high quality materials and 

construction methods to be used for construction 

or maintenance of parks and recreation facilities.

2. To hire, promote, and train individuals committed 

to excellence in service, and to provide adequate 

incentives to ensure that they will continue to 

strive to maintain quality performance.

3. To train, retrain, and monitor park maintenance 

personnel to ensure safe operation of equipment 

and interaction with the public.

4. To inspect the parks and recreation facilities and 

schedule and perform necessary maintenance or 

replacement of facilities as required ensuring all 

facilities are as safe as possible.

5. To monitor legislation and regulatory 

requirements for provision of facilities and services 

to ensure all facilities are kept up to modern 

standards.

6. To seek supplemental funding sources to allow 

continuous improvement to the park system

7. To constantly strive for improvement in the 

services we provide.

8. To seek adequate funding, manpower, and other 

resources necessary to ensure proper oversight 

and maintenance of the park system and related 

improvements.

Goal 4: To broaden the number and scope of 

recreational opportunities available to those 

utilizing the park system and recreational facilities 

within the City.

Objectives:

1. To provide documentation and information 

regarding grant opportunities and other funding 

sources for park improvement.

2. To complete improvements to the Riverwalk 

and recreational trails with local forces. Use this 

work as a match in securing grants from the MDEQ, 

MDNR, CMI, MDOT, and other sources.

3. To strive to accomplish the goals contained 

within the Parks and Recreation Master Plan and 

to facilitate the projects contained within the plan.

4. To monitor potential opportunities for 

expansion of recreational opportunities and to 

provide feedback to those able to capitalize on 

these opportunities.

5. To work with agencies advocating community 

wide recreational programs and to promote the 

Hastings area as a whole.

To work closely with the Barry County YMCA as the 

City’s recreation services provider

Financial Commitment

Sources of funding for the department are 

(in order of magnitude): municipal taxes (see 

General Fund Budget – Appendix); user fees 

and charges; and state and federal grants (see 

Table 3.1 – Park Development Grant Summary). 

Additional resources are derived from community 

contributions and donations, including volunteer 

support. The department strives to o! er services 

in the most cost e! ective manner, minimizing the 

impact on the tax rate and seeking alternative 

sources of revenue enhancement. The Parks 

and Recreation Department annually prepares 

budget requests for City Manager review and 

recommendation to the City Council for adoption. 

Included are proposed operational budgets for 

the coming " scal year and a capital improvement 

program for land acquisition and major capital 

projects.

Recreational Programming

The City contracts with the Barry County YMCA 

to provide recreation programs for residents of 

the City of Hastings. These programs are open 

to all participants, but at a reduced rate for City 

residents. A portion of the parks and recreation 

budget is dedicated to the YMCA for this purpose. 

The City of Hastings has a YMCA Board which 

advises on the policies and procedures of the 
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YMCA. Programs provided include:

• Swim lessons

• Baseball clinic for boys and girls K-2

• Youth volleyball clinic: grades 3rd thru 6th.

• Kid’s night out

• Elementary all-nighters at camp

• Spring break day camp: ages 6 - 12

• T-ball / baseball / softball

• Karate: in association with the Hastings kara-

te club for children ages 5-10

• Self-defense class for men and women ages 

12 and up

• Summer playground

• Tennis lessons

• Golf lessons

• Middle school golf league

• Adult co-ed kickball

• Adult slow pitch softball: men’s and co-ed

• Adult ! tness programs

• Adult volleyball league: women’s and co-ed

The City also partners with other various public 

and private organizations to provide a number 

of special programs and events. These programs 

and events are typically planned and organized 

by other organizations but the City provides 

promotional support, facilities, and in some cases 

! nancial and sta"  support.

• Concert series

• Parades

• Barry Roubaix

• Festivals

• Farmer’s Market

• Girls’ Night Out

• Fridays at the Fountain

• Playing at the Spray Plaza

• Gus Macker

• Summerfest

• Founder’s Fall Fondo

• Arts and Eats Tour

• Jingle Mingle

• New Year’s Eve Ball Drop
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Maintenance

The Department of Public Services,  with review and approval by the City Manager, prepares maintenance 

and development schedules for the � scal year in accordance with the development of the City budget 

and Capital Improvement Program. Maintenance operations are completed under the supervision of 

the Director of  Public Services. These operations include routine repairs, minor construction projects, 

and supervision of contractual /maintenance work. The intent of these operations is to maintain high-

quality standards in all city parks, recreation facilities, cemeteries and public ground areas.

Community Development
Community Development provides service delivery in support of total community development and 

revitalization. The Department manages federal, state and local funds supporting programs and services 

that bene� t residents, commercial corridors, business and industry, and the downtown district, among 

other targeted areas and sites in the City. These programs address housing needs, job creation and 

retention, brown� eld redevelopment, riverfront revitalization, and community reinvestment through 

established partnerships in the community.

Community Development is also responsible for direct community promotion e! orts and actively 

participates in community and regional planning. The department sta!  assists the Zoning Administrator 

and Planning Consultant with the Planning responsibilities for the City

Role of Commissions and Advisory Boards
In addition to the various departments involved in parks and recreation in the City of Hastings, there are 

a number of Boards and Commissions that make recommendations or coordinate with the City Council 

regarding parks, recreation, and cultural matters. These include the following:

• Planning Commission

• Downtown Development Authority

• Cemetery Preservation Advisory Committee

• Nature Area Board

• YMCA Board

• Library Board

Planning Commission

The Planning Commission is authorized by Michigan statute and consists of nine members appointed 

by the Mayor with concurrence of the City Council. The Commission has as primary responsibilities the 

preparation and adoption of a Comprehensive Plan that guides decision-making related to future land 

use, community development and capital investments, and making recommendations and advising 

City Council on land use, zoning and related development matters of importance in the community.

Downtown Development Authority

The Hastings Downtown Development Authority was implemented under the provisions of Act 187 of 

the Public Acts of 1975. The Act was developed to assist units of Government in their encouragement 

of historic preservation, in the correction, elimination, and prevention of blight and deterioration in the 
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business district, and to encourage and promote 

economic development. The Act seeks to promote 

growth and revitalization through the use of tax 

increment � nancing to fund the activities of a 

development plan. The Act seeks to improve the 

quality of urban life by attacking problems of 

urban decline where they are most apparent, in 

the downtown districts of urban communities. 

The Act seeks to accomplish its goals by 

providing municipalities with the necessary legal, 

monetary, and organizational tools to revitalize 

downtown districts through publicly initiated 

projects undertaken cooperatively with privately 

initiated projects. The City of Hastings Downtown 

Development and Financing Plan has been 

prepared within the purposes of the Act addressing 

the problems and priorities as perceived by the 

Hastings Downtown Development Authority and 

approved by the Hastings City Council.

Cemetery Preservation Advisory Committee

The Cemetery Operating Fund was created as 

the City assumed ownership and operation of 

Riverside Cemetery. The Fund is used to account 

for all matters relating to the management, 

maintenance, operation, and improvement of 

the cemetery’s physical properties and services 

to current and future holders of burial rights. The 

maintenance and operation of the Cemetery’s 

physical property are administered by the Director 

of Public Services. Personnel and equipment from 

the Department of Public Services, including the 

Equipment Fund, are utilized for maintenance and 

other operations within the Cemetery. Contract 

service providers are also utilized to perform 

selected maintenance activities.

YMCA Board

The YMCA of Barry County has been an integral 

part of the community since 1916. The YMCA 

develops programs that strengthen kids, families 

and the community. The YMCA serves the Hastings 

community through its many programs which 

include summer camps, youth and adult sports, 

community outreach, mentoring and more. The 

YMCA board does not report to the City, however 

the City currently partners with the YMCA for 

recreational programs. The YMCA board has nine 

members which includes City representatives 

such as the City Manager and the Director of 

Public Services.
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Library Board

A nine member Library Board is appointed by the Mayor and con� rmed by City Council (5 members), 

and by the Boards of Hastings (2 members) and Rutland (2 members) Charter Townships.  Meeting 

monthly, the Board is responsible for managing funds for operations and  for determining policy.

Budgeting and Funding
Budgets for parks, programs, services and maintenance are located in the Appendix of this document. 

The budget includes Operation and Maintenance, Capital Improvements, and Programs and Services.

The basic sources for funding to support the operating and capital improvements budgets of the Parks 

and Recreation department are the following: taxes, fees and charges, government grants and gifts or 

bequests. 

Taxes – Consisting of local real estate or property taxes; they are derived by assessing industrial or 

residential property within the borders of the municipality at a given rate. 

Grants – Park development has bene� ted from a variety of grants as shown on the Park Development 

Grant Summary (Table 3.1).

Fees & Charges – Consisting of monies collected for program participation and facility rentals. Fees and 

charges are reviewed annually to assure an equitable system to o! set departmental operating costs 

and provide value to program participants and facility users. 

Gifts & Bequests – Included are gifts that come from private sources such as foundations, business 

� rms or individuals. These are solicited when accompanying stipulations are such that the gift would be 

determined bene� cial to city responsibilities for the provision of park and recreational services.



20

Administrative Structure

City of Hastings 5-Year Parks and Recreation Plan

Table 3.1 : City of Hastings Park Development Grant Summary 1976-2018

Year Project 

Number

Project Name Description Grant 

Amount

Funding 

Source

1976 26-00837 Fish Hatchery Park Lighted ball� eld, fencing, bleachers, players 

benches, sign

$29,536 LWCF

1985 26-01424 Fish Hatchery Park Parking, drives, tennis, soccer, playground, 

basketball, horseshoe pits, picnic shelter, re-

stroom, concessions, utilities, trails, walkways

$155,627 LWCF

1992 BF92-298 Tyden Park Tennis Courts, basketball courts, picnic shelter, 

sand volleyball

$75,000 Bond

Fund

1999 TF99-283 Hastings

Riverwalk 

Development

5,060 ft of paved trail along Thornapple River, 

boardwalk, pedestrian bridge, � shing/viewing 

decks, BF restroom, crushed stone trail

$284,000 Trust

Fund

2009 TF09-111 Hasting

Riverwalk

Development

1.6 mile paved trail from Tyden Park to Riv-

erwalk Park along Thornapple River Corridor, 

overlook decks, pocket park

$370,000 Trust

Fund

2011 TF11-080 Tyden Park 

Riverwalk Trail 

Extension

Concrete overlook deck, .6 mi paved trail, res-

toration, sign, streambank restoration, trees, 

site furnishings

$244,900 Trust 

Fund

Grant Inventory

The City of Hastings has been successful in obtaining grants from the MDNR for several decades. The 

following table delineates the City’s grant history.
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Inventory of Existing Parks, 

Natural Areas & Recreation 

Facilities
In order to understand the recreational needs of the City, an inventory and analysis of the existing 

facilities was completed. The intent of the analysis is to provide a comprehensive perspective of the 

strengths and weaknesses of the existing recreational opportunities the City has to o� er its citizens. The 

inventory is based on information provided by City leadership, site inspections carried out by VIRIDIS 

Design Group, National Recreation and Parks Association (NRPA) Standards, and the 2014 Recreation 

and Open Space Plan.

Park Classi! cations
The NRPA has established generally recognized standards for classifying types of parkland based on size 

and function which provide a means for determining the primary purpose or use of existing facilities 

in a community. These designations have been adopted by the MDNR; and provide one method of 

de! ning the purpose and use of facilities.  Figure 4.1 delineates the NRPA park categories that apply to  

parks in the City of Hastings.
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Mini Parks

Mini-parks are specialized facilities that serve a concentrated or limited population of speci� c group 

such as tots or senior citizens. The service area of a mini-park is less than ¼ mile radius and the park size 

is typically 1 acre or less. There are no City parks classi� ed within this category.

Neighborhood Parks

A neighborhood park is the basic unit of the park system and typically serves a residential area of ¼ to 

½ mile distance. A size of 5-10 acres is considered optimal for this type of park but can be up to 25 acres. 

The focus is typically on informal active and passive recreational activities. Hastings has three parks 

classi� ed within this category. 

Community Parks

Community-wide parks serve a broader purpose than neighborhood parks and provide a range of 

facilities and areas capable of supporting structured and unstructured community participation. 

These areas typically range between 30-50-acres in size and ½ to 3 mile service radius.   They may also 

contain specialized recreational facilities such as swimming pools, community centers and lighted ball 

diamonds. Community Parks should be serviced by arterial or connector streets and should be easily 

Figure 4.1: Park Classi! cations

Park Type General Description Service 

Area

Acres/1,000

Population

Typical 

Size

Mini • Small specialized parks that serve the needs of resi-

dents in the surrounding neighborhood.

< 1/4 mile 0.25 to 0.5 

Ac

2,500 s.f. 

to 1 acre

Neighborhood • Basic unit of park system that serves as the recreational 

and social focus of the neighborhood.

• Provides both informal active and passive recreation.

1/4 to 1/2 

mile

1.0 to 2.0 Ac 5-10 acres

Community • Meets community-based recreational needs.

• Preserves unique landscapes and open spaces.

1/2 mile to 

3 miles

5.0 to 8.0 Ac 30-50 

acres

School Park • Facilities located on public school property.

• Generally used for school athletic programs but are 

also open to the public.

Determined  by location of School 

District property

Natural  Resource   

Areas

• Lands set aside for preservation for signi� cant natural 

resources, remnant landscapes or aesthetics.

Determined by resource availability 

and opportunity

Greenways • Linear parks generally measured in feet/miles.

• Can link parks together to create a continuous park.

Determined by available resources 

and location

Special Use • Broad range of parks and recreation facilities oriented 

toward a single-purpose use.

Variable - dependent on use

Connector Trails • Multipurpose trails that emphasize safe travel for pe-

destrians to and from parks and around the communi-

ty. Focus is on both transportation and recreation

Variable

Type 1 - Located outside road ROW

Type 2 - Located within road ROW

On-Street Bikeways • Paved segments of roadways that serve as a means to 

safely separate bicyclists from vehicular tra"  c.

Variable

Bike Route - designated portions of 

the road for exclusive use of bicyclists

Bike Lane - Shared portions of road-

way that provide separation between 

vehicles and bicyclists
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accessible from throughout their service area by 

interconnecting trails. Hastings has three parks 

classi� ed within this category.

Natural Resource Parks

Natural resource areas are lands set aside for 

preservation of signi� cant natural resources, 

landscapes and open space. These sites may be 

unsuitable for development but o! er natural 

resource potential and can support recreational 

activities at a level that preserves the integrity of 

the natural resource. The location and size of these 

parks are largely governed by availability. Hastings 

has three parks classi� ed within this category.

Special Use Parks

Special use parks are areas for specialized or single 

purpose recreational activities. The specialized 

recreational activities may include boat launches, 

swimming beaches, plazas or squares, historic 

sites, stadiums, urban green-spaces, and nature 

centers. There are no generally accepted standards 

for the size or service areas of these parks. Location 

and size criteria are variable and depend on the 

speci� c use of the site.

Trails and Greenways

Greenways tie park systems together and form 

a continuous park environment.  The location 

and size of these parks are largely governed by 

availability. Trails may be located within parks, on 

an independent right-of-way, or within the road 

right- of way. There are a number of di! erent types 

of trails that can provide both transportation and 

recreation opportunities. Connector trails are 

de� ned as “multipurpose trails that emphasize 

safe travel for pedestrians to and from parks and 

around the Community” (J.D. Mertes and J.R. 

Hall, Park, Recreation, Open Space and Greenway 

Guidelines, 1995). These trails are generally 

located within the road right-of-way and can be 

divided into two types. Type I has separate paths 

for di! erent user types, such as pedestrians and 

bicyclists. Type II has mixed uses and is suited to 

lighter use patterns.  The Riverwalk is a greenway 

and the main o! -road trail facility managed by 

the City. Other parks such as Tyden, Fish Hatchery, 

and Bliss have internal paved and nature trails. 

The Tyden Nature Area also contains a network of 

crushed gravel nature trails and boardwalk paths.

Barrier Free Accessibility
Federal and State laws require all areas of public 

service to be accessible to all persons including 

those with limited sight, hearing, mobility, and 

comprehension. Developed park facilities must 

comply with barrier-free design standards. Park 

facilities in the City of Hastings have been reviewed 

to understand the need for improvements relating 

to barrier-free accessibility. In addition, as park 

development is considered in the future, barrier-

free accessibility is a signi� cant priority item to 

help ensure that recreation can be enjoyed by 

all residents and visitors of the City. Following 

is a ranking system in accordance with MDNR 

standards:

0  = Completely undeveloped, no paved surface, 

left in a natural state.

1 = None of the facilities in the park meet 

accessibility guidelines.

2 = Some of the facilities meet accessibility 

guidelines.

3 = Most of the facilities meet accessibility 

guidelines.

4 = All of the facilities meet accessibility 

guidelines.

5 = Universal design guidelines were used to 

design the entire park.
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City of Hastings Facilities
Hastings has a variety of park spaces and other public recreational trails and facilities.  Numerous 

county, private and non-pro� t facilities are also found within the community and county and are brie� y 

highlighted as part of the inventory.  The City of Hastings park system includes 12 sites with a variety 

of facilities.  The City properties can be classi� ed as follows: three (3) neighborhood parks, three (3) 

community parks, three (3) natural resource areas and three (3) special use parks. There are also three 

(3) vacant park properties in the City’s ownership. The Hastings School District, although not controlled 

by the City, also provides recreational facilities to the community.

The Existing Recreation Facilities Map (Map 4.1) illustrates the location of public park/recreation areas 

within the City, the Existing Recreation Facilities Inventory (Table 4.1) provides a summary of the facilities 

provided at each site, and the School Recreation Facilities Inventory (Table 4.2) provides a summary of 

the facilities provided by the schools. 

Vacant Land

The City also owns three (3) parcels of  vacant land earmarked for recreation: approximately 13 acres in 

the southeast area of the City, south of a residential neighborhood and adjoining the City’s industrial 

park, approximately 28.8 acres between Apple St and the Thornapple River, and approximately 17.1 

acres between Apple St and the Dog Park, adjacent to the City’s wastewater treatment plant. The 28.8 

acre site is earmarked for development that may include: trail head, trails, boat access, restrooms, nature 

trails, and athletic � elds.
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Bliss Riverfront Park

Location: 1035 E State St

Size: 35 Ac

Accessibility Assessment: 3

Park Type: Community

Bliss Riverfront Park is located in the southeast 

corner of the City adjacent to manufacturing 

facilities and the Thornapple River. The site 

features an upper level gravel parking lot, small 

pavilion, and trail signage. The lower level of the 

park includes a canoe/kayak launch, crushed 

stone trails, paved trails, boardwalks and overlook 

decks along the river, mowed grass trails, open 

lawn areas, and a picnic shelter with grills and 

picnic tables. This park is at the eastern most 

end of the Hastings Riverwalk, which links to 

the trail along State Street. A large portion of the 

site is in the river � oodplain and remains mostly 

undeveloped and in a natural state. The park 

provides opportunities for observation of � ora 

and fauna.

Description

• Parking lot is gravel with many uneven areas, 

and there are no barrier free parking spaces 

delineated. 

• There are no barrier free paths to the picnic 

shelters.

• There is a steep drive and a series of steps 

between the upper level parking area and the 

lower level facilities which is not conducive to 

barrier free access.

• The Riverwalk sections are paved and 

accessible as well as most of the gravel trails 

located in the lower level of the park.

• The grills and picnic tables do not have 

paths to them nor are they designed to 

accommodate a wheel chair. 

• Many of the gravel paths are getting taken 

over by grass which diminishes access.

• The portable toilet is not barrier free.

Accessibility Assessment

• Many of the gravel paths are either turning 

to lawn or becoming uneven due to 

settlement. Consider either paving the paths 

or renovating them to remove the grass and 

provide a ! rm level surface. 

• Consider adding restroom facilities or 

changing to a barrier free portable toilet.

• The parking lot is undersized and the surface 

is uneven. Expanding the parking lot and 

either paving it or addressing the uneven 

areas would improve the look, provide barrier 

free access, and provide additional capacity.

• Consider marking barrier free parking spaces.

• The canoe launch and area around it has 

erosion issues. Consider stabilizing the area 

with rip rap and native vegetation.

• Consider adding playground facilities which 

would be a compatible use. 

• Addition of barrier free grills and picnic tables 

would allow all users to enjoy the site.

Needs and Opportunities
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Bob King Park (AKA Tangle Town)

Location: 298 W. Woodlawn Ave

Size: 3.25 Ac

Accessibility Assessment: 2

Park Type: Neighborhood

Bob King Park includes a barrier-free wood 

playground structure built in 1997 through the 

e! orts of The Circle of Friends known as Tangle 

Town. There is a stone monument with plaques 

dedicated to the project. There is also a concrete 

ribbon with children’s hand prints leading to 

the playground. Other facilities include two 

tennis courts and two basketball courts on a 

shared surface, a combined shelter and restroom 

building, a fenced tot-lot play area with older 

equipment set in sand with a second small shade 

structure, and a multi-purpose ball " eld with 

bleachers. A concrete sidewalk links the park to 

the residential neighborhood to the south. The 

parking lot is continuous with the lot for the 

adjacent Elk Lodge and provides for 37 cars.

Description

• Parking lot has barrier free spaces marked 

with signage.

• There is a paved path between the parking 

lot and the restroom pavilion and the Tangle 

Town play structure.

• There is no accessible route to the basketball/

tennis courts, or to the baseball " eld 

bleachers/player benches. 

• Fenced tot lot playground is not connected by 

a paved path to it and most of the equipment 

is not accessible.

• Grills and picnic tables are not accessible. 

Consider the addition of picnic tables and 

grills that can accommodate all users.

• Restroom facilities are accessible.

• The baseball " eld does not have a viewing 

area near the bleachers for wheelchairs.

Accessibility Assessment

• Parking lot and tennis/basketball courts are in 

good condition. The fence around the courts 

is in need of replacement.

• The tot lot equipment and surfacing on the 

east side of the park does not meet current 

codes and should be replaced.

• Barrier free pathways should be added to 

access the basketball/tennis courts, tot lot, 

and baseball " eld; including the bleachers 

and player benches.

• The existing pavilion/restroom structure is in 

good condition and well maintained.

• The Tangle Town play structure is aging and 

can use some repairs and additional mulch 

surfacing.

• Bleachers at the baseball " eld are weathered 

and not barrier free. Consider replacing with 

aluminum bleachers and provide viewing 

space for those in wheel chairs.

Needs and Opportunities
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Dog Park

Location: 255 N Cass St

Size:  13 Ac

Accessibility Assessment: 1

Park Type: Special Use

The Dog Park is an o! -leash park with separate 

fenced areas for large and small dogs. Dog lovers 

can come together at the park and talk while 

their pets run, play, and socialize. The city park 

is free and open to the public from dawn to 

dusk.  The park also contains a gravel parking lot, 

mature canopy trees, benches, trash receptacles, 

waste removal tools, signage, water service, and 

landscape beds. This park has the potential for 

future expansion into a regional park with the 

adjacent 17 acres of City owned vacant property 

adjacent to and around the river and dog park.

Description

• The parking lot is gravel and has uneven 

areas that would create challenges for those 

with impairments.

• Parking lot does not have barrier free parking 

delineated.

• There are no accessible paths between the 

parking lot and the entry points to the fenced 

dog run areas. 

• There are many benches within the fenced 

dog run areas but no accessible paths to 

the benches and no hard surface areas for a 

wheelchair to park.

• The existing pavilion steps up from the 

ground and not accessible to wheelchairs.

Accessibility Assessment

• Either paving the parking lot or adding gravel 

to level o!  the uneven areas would improve 

the look of the site and provide BF access.

• Designate a barrier free parking space.

• Provide a hard surface path between the 

parking lot and the entrances to the fenced 

dog run areas to provide a de" ned route to 

the park, and provide barrier free access.

• Provide hard surface path to some bench 

areas and provide seating area for those in 

wheelchairs.

• Additional benches and picnic tables would 

provide users additional facilities to enjoy the 

site.

• Add a ramp to the pavilion to make it 

accessible.

Needs and Opportunities
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First Ward Park

Location: Intersection of Hanover and Thorn

Size: 2 Ac

Accessibility Assessment: 2

Park Type: Neighborhood

First Ward Park is located north of downtown and 

adjacent to the Hastings Manufacturing plant, 

in what is now the Third Ward. This two (2) acre 

park serves an older residential neighborhood 

south of State Road and east of N. Michigan. The 

park features some older play equipment that 

is scattered around the park, a playground area 

within a mulched area, a sand volleyball court, a 

popular skate park, a small shade shelter, mature 

shade trees, open lawn areas, a sidewalk that 

criss-crosses the site in an “x”, a drinking fountain, 

portable toilet, and picnic tables. The skate park 

is popular with the area youth and heavily used. 

On-street parking exists on three sides of the park 

adjacent to the roadways.

Description

• The playground equipment and playground 

areas are not accessible with a paved path, 

and the equipment does not have barrier free 

access.

• Parking areas do not have designated barrier 

free spaces and there are no curb ramps or 

sidewalks from the parking to anywhere in 

the park. 

• There is no accessible path to the sand 

volleyball court.

• There is an ADA accessible picnic table but 

there is no accessible path to it.

• Existing drinking fountain height is not 

accessible to those in wheelchairs.

• Existing grills do not have paths to them nor 

are they ADA accessible.

• Portable toilet is not ADA accessible.

Accessibility Assessment

• Replace all playground equipment and 

surfacing and provide hard surface path to 

playground areas.

• Designate / sign barrier free parking spaces 

and add accessible curb ramps and paths to 

access the park.

• Provide accessible routes to all park facilities.

• Existing sidewalks that cross the site have  

sections that are in bad shape and need to be 

replaced.

• Consider adding restroom facilities or change 

the portable toilet to an accessible one.

• The skate park structures are in good shape 

as well as the sand volleyball court. Consider 

adding seating areas or benches for viewing.

• Park would bene! t from the addition of a 

second pavilion near the playground areas.

• Replace drinking fountain with an ADA 

accessible one.

• Consider adding benches within the park.

Needs and Opportunities
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Fish Hatchery Park is a multi-purpose park with 

a range of facilities including a paved parking 

area for over 150 cars, two picnic shelters, two 

restroom facilities, a lighted softball � eld with 

bleachers, soccer � eld with bleachers, tennis 

courts, basketball court, trails, and a playground 

with older equipment set in sand surfacing. The 

site features a series of four ponds and a creek 

which � ows through the site from south to north. 

A � oating � shing dock is provided for youth 

� shing. The park is adjacent to Pennock Hospital 

and is used for wellness programs and exercise. 

The park also includes game tables, picnic tables, 

fountains, and a � ag pole. An early 1900’s building 

exists on site and is used for events and meetings. 

The park also has a trolley stop

Fish Hatchery Park

Location: 11011 W. Green St

Size: 40 Ac

Accessibility Assessment: 3

Park Type: Community

Description

• The parking lot does not have barrier free 

spaces marked.

• The playground equipment is not accessible 

and the play surfacing (sand) is not considered 

a barrier free surface.

• Restrooms are accessible.

• There is an accessible path that traverses the 

site and connects most facilities, however 

there are a few facilities such as the baseball 

� eld that do not have an accessible route.

• Grills, picnic tables, and benches do not 

accommodate those in wheelchairs.

• Bleacher areas do not accommodate space 

for wheelchairs.

• There is a special swing designed for a person 

who uses a wheelchair, but there is no paved 

path to it.

Accessibility Assessment

• Sections of the asphalt trail are in bad shape 

and need repair.

• The parking lot pavement is failing and in 

need of resurfacing or reconstruction.                                             

• The pavilion nearest to the ball � eld is in poor 

condition, has a hole in the roof, and has 

many areas of the structure falling apart.

• Playground equipment and surface needs to 

be replaced.

• The east side of the park, where the historic 

building and trolley stop are need lighting.

• Light poles and signs at the baseball � eld are 

aging and need replaced or renovated.

• The tennis courts are in poor condition and 

given the extent of the pavement failure may 

need to be fully reconstructed.

• This is a mature park and is in need of general 

maintenance and upgrades to the pavements, 

structures, and lawn areas.

Needs and Opportunities
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Hammond Hills Park

Location: 889 Hammond Rd

Size: 76 Ac

Accessibility Assessment: 1

Park Type: Natural Resource

Hammond Hills Park is the City’s largest 

recreational site covering 76 acres in the northwest 

corner of the City. Only a small portion of the site 

is currently developed with a disc golf course, a 

mountain bike trail, and a nature trail network, 

known as Zhigaawin Hiking Trail, leading through 

rolling woodland to Carter Lake. The remainder 

of the site is mixed pasture and woodland.  The 

site provides wonderful opportunities to explore 

nature, view wildlife, and hike through and 

observe the ! ora of the site. The site includes a 

gravel parking lot and site signage.

Description

• Other than a gravel parking lot, this park does 

not have accessible facilities.

• The parking lot surface is accessible but does 

not have barrier free parking spaces marked.

• There are no paved paths on the site.

• Existing picnic tables do not support 

wheelchair access. Consider adding ADA 

compliant picnic tables.

• The site includes a portable toilet which is 

not barrier free. Consider switching to an ADA 

compliant portable toilet.

Accessibility Assessment

• Consider marking barrier free spaces.

• Providing paved pathways from the parking 

lot and around the park would provide barrier 

free access for all to enjoy the site.

• The addition of a restroom building and trail 

head would enhance the site.

• Many areas around the disc golf course are in 

need of maintenance to restore the turf areas 

that are worn and eroded from use.

• The addition of a pavilion, picnic tables, and 

grills would provide opportunities for family  

gatherings and potential rental income.

• The site does not have any benches; adding 

benches would provide a place to rest for 

those that need while hiking.

• Existing picnic tables are worn and should be 

replaced.

• Opportunity for interpretive signage.

Needs and Opportunities
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The Hastings Riverwalk provides a green corridor 

from the east side of the City at Bliss Riverfront Park 

to the west side of the City at Apple St / Industrial 

Park Drive for a distance of approx 2.2 miles.  The 

linear park connects Bliss Park, Thornapple Plaza, 

downtown, and Tyden Park and provides a 10’ 

paved trail, river access, overlook decks, seating 

areas, lighting, and trail signage. The Riverwalk is 

also part of the regional Paul Henry Trail system 

that goes from Grand Rapids to Vermontville. 

The pocket park sits along the Thornapple River 

and Apple St north of Thornapple Plaza and the 

Library. The park includes a loop trail, seating 

areas, picnic tables, and a overlook deck.

Hastings Riverwalk and Pocket Park

Accessibility Assessment: 4

Park Type: Greenway

Description

Accessibility Assessment

Needs and Opportunities

• The overall trail is considered barrier free with 

paved surfaces for the length of the trail.

• Site furnishings and overlook decks are 

barrier free and connected to the trail.

• Road crossings are at signalized intersections 

with curb ramps.

• Additional benches, trail signs, and bike racks 

would enhance the trail.

• A tunnel connection under Broadway (M43) 

would make the trail safer at this crossing.

• Explore opportunities to extend the trail to 

the east on City owned property.

• Consider the development of a formal 

trailhead and parking area on the west side 

of the City.

• Consider adding bike repair / tire ! lling 

stations along the path.
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Second Ward Park

Location: Intersection of Montgomery and Bond

Size: 0.6 Ac

Accessibility Assessment: 1

Park Type: Neighborhood

Second Ward Park is a small 0.6 acre neighborhood 

park in a residential neighborhood in the 

southeast area of the City. The park is surrounded 

by single family homes and facilities include a 

mix of play equipment, some of which is very old, 

a small basketball court, sand play area, portable 

toilet, light pole, picnic tables, and limited grass 

space. There is a more modern modular play 

piece as well as a merry-go-round in a wood 

surfaced play area, with other older stand-alone 

play equipment and swings scattered across the 

site. The park is mostly open and contains a few 

large mature canopy trees. There is no parking 

lot, users either park along the street or walk to 

the park.

Description

• There are no accessible paths in the park.

• The modular playground includes a ADA 

transfer station but the structure has no 

ramps, and there is no ramp transition into 

the play area in general.

• There are no paths to the basketball court or 

other play pieces in the park.

• Most of the playground equipment is not 

accessible.

• The portable toilet is not accessible.

• Picnic tables do not accommodate a wheel 

chair.

Accessibility Assessment

• Replace old playground equipment.

• Provide sidewalks along the park edges at the 

road, and provide accessible routes within 

the park to all facilities.

• The play surface for the modular playground 

needs a transition ramp and renovation to 

level and remove organic material.

• Some areas of the basketball court pavement 

have large cracks with grass growing through, 

consider mill and resurface.

• Provide a restroom structure or switch the 

portable toilet for an accessible one.

• Consider adding benches and a drinking 

fountain. 

Needs and Opportunities
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Spray Plaza

Location: Corner of State and Church

Size: 0.08 Ac

Accessibility Assessment: 4

Park Type: Special Use

The Spray Plaza is a small pocket park adjacent 

to the GQT Hastings Cinema. This park includes 

a restroom structure that doubles as a stage 

area, amphitheater seating, water spray jets for 

water play, seating areas, landscaping, decorative 

paving and walls, seatwalls, ADA drinking fountain 

with dog bowl, lighting, and art display. On-street 

parking is available along State St, Church Street, 

or in City lots 4 and 5 behind the park. This park is 

very popular in the summer with water spray use, 

Hastings Live events, and other City festivals and 

gatherings. 

Description

• This is a newer park that meets barrier free 

standards.

• Facilities are accessible including the 

restrooms and the switch for the water jets. 

• Adjacent road crossings have pedestrian 

signals, crosswalks, and curb ramps.

• There are sidewalks that connect to the 

existing parking areas.

Accessibility Assessment

• The only need is for continuous maintenance 

of the paved surfaces, landscaping, and 

plumbing equipment for the water spray jets.

Needs and Opportunities
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Sweezy’s Nature Area features winding rustic 

footpaths and hiking trails through the hills, 

woods and wetlands surrounding the pond that 

gives the park it’s name. The park’s trails o� er a 

pleasant hike for all ages. Its woods and wetlands 

host a variety of birds and other wildlife for both 

the seasoned and budding naturalist to enjoy.  

An entrance to the park can be found south of 

the Hastings High School football practice � eld 

located near the intersection of Clinton and 

Cass streets. Another entrance is located at the 

end of Ridgewood Drive, which is in residential 

neighborhood o�  of Cook Road. There is one 

wooden bench within the site. There is no sign 

which makes the park hard to � nd. The school 

district also uses the site as an outdoor classroom 

for instruction and to study the � ora and 

fauna. 

Sweezy’s Nature Area

Location: Ridgewood Dr / South of HS � elds

Size: 19.15 Ac

Accessibility Assessment: 1

Park Type: Natural Resource

Description

• There are no paved trails in the park as it is all 

dirt path trails.

• There is no designated parking area for the 

site and therefore no barrier free parking.

• Other than the one older wooden bench, 

there is no place to stop, rest and sit. This 

would be helpful to older individuals, families 

with kids, and those with di!  culty walking.

Accessibility Assessment

• Consider adding a paved trail section for 

barrier free access to the pond.

• Consider boardwalk and overlook decks 

around the pond to increase water access.

• Some of the dirt paths are eroding and are in 

need of grooming.

• Consider adding a pavilion for outdoor 

classroom or for special event rentals.

• Opportunity for interpretative signage to tell 

the story of the history of the site as well as 

the existing � ora and fauna.

• Provide a site identi� cation sign to increase 

awareness.

• Consider benches and picnic tables to allow 

for seating areas.

Needs and Opportunities
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Thornapple plaza is a very popular site for the 

community to gather and recreate. The site 

features a full band shell/stage with sound, 

lighting, and storage,  concession stand, public 

restrooms, amphitheater seating, walking paths, 

landscaping, connection to the Riverwalk, 

pedestrian lighting, parking, and art display. The 

seating area can hold up to 1,000 spectators. 

The site is home to Hastings Live community 

performances put on by the Thornapple Arts 

Council and is free to the public, as well as 

the popular Summerfest Concert Series. The 

performances run all summer between June 

and August. The project was made possible by a 

generous donation from a local philanthropist. 

Thornapple Plaza

Location: 301 E State St

Size:  1 Ac

Accessibility Assessment: 4

Park Type: Special Use

Description

• The site was recently constructed in 2016 and 

meets barrier free standards.

Accessibility Assessment

• Consider removing barrel style trash cans 

and replace with decorative bins to match 

Riverwalk and downtown style.

Needs and Opportunities
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Tyden Nature Area  is the western extension 

of the more traditional Tyden Park. The site 

features crushed stone and boardwalk trails 

through the wooded wetlands along the banks 

of the Thornapple River and two � shing/overlook 

decks. The paths connect to the pedestrian 

bridge in Tyden Park. There are also some mowed 

grass paths through the area. The site o� ers 

opportunities to enjoy nature and observe � ora 

and fauna as the vegetation is thick in some areas. 

Users are also able to get to the waters edge to 

� sh or even dip their feet in the water. It is not 

uncommon to observe people � oating down the 

river in kayaks or inner tubes during the summer 

as the canoe livery is across the river and viewable 

from the area.

Tyden Nature Area

Location: North side of Thornapple River

Size:  17 Ac

Accessibility Assessment: 3

Park Type: Natural Resource

Description

• Most of the trails have a barrier free surface.

• One of the overlook decks is not accessible as 

there is a step up into the deck, which is likely 

due to settling or heaving of the deck or path.

• There are few opportunities for seating to 

stop and rest.

• There is no dedicated parking for this area, 

most either walk to the site from their homes 

or use the parking in Tyden Park, which is a bit 

of a walk which might be di!  cult for some.

Accessibility Assessment

• On-going maintenance and grooming of the 

trails.

• Consider providing a ramp for the overlook 

deck that now requires a step up to access.

• Consider adding benches for seating and rest 

stops along the paths.

• Consider adding lighting for security.

• Interpretive signs would make a nice addition 

to the trail experience.

• Trail signage for distance and location would 

be bene� cial to help navigate the paths 

within the wooded areas.

Needs and Opportunities
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Tyden Park is located along the Thornapple River 

and includes a looped driveway with parking,  

paved multi-purpose trail loops, overlook/

� shing deck, two group picnic shelters, a canoe 

launch, sand volleyball court, soccer � eld, 

limited older play equipment, modern restroom 

building, picnic tables, maintenance building, 

two basketball courts, and two tennis courts. A 

pedestrian bridge leads across the river to the 

Tyden Natural Area, with a paved link to the 

adjacent residential neighborhood. The park also 

features a veteran’s monument. The park includes 

many mature shade trees, access to the river, and 

a connection to the Riverwalk. The park also has 

decorative park themed swing gates.

Tyden Park

Location: 404 N Broadway

Size: 11 Ac

Accessibility Assessment: 3

Park Type: Community

Description

• The parking lot has dedicated barrier free 

spaces.

• There are internal trails within the park, 

however there are no paths from the parking 

lot to any facility within the park.

• There are no accessible routes connecting 

the west pavilion, playground equipment, or 

volleyball court.

• Tennis and basketball courts sit on high 

ground and are only accessible from the east 

side of the park.

• Picnic tables and grills are not accessible.

• Playground equipment is not accessible.

• Restrooms are accessible and barrier free.

• Drinking fountain is accessible and barrier 

free.

Accessibility Assessment

• Replace all playground equipment.

• Provide accessible route from the parking lot 

areas to all facilities.

• Provide accessible routes to the picnic 

pavilions and sand volleyball court.

• Provide accessible and barrier free grills and 

picnic tables.

• Provide hard surface viewing areas for 

wheelchairs at the soccer � eld and sand 

volleyball.

• Soccer � eld needs to be regraded and leveled 

for play. Soccer goals need nets.

• Tennis courts have large cracks, consider mill 

and resurface or replacement.

• Parking lot is mostly in good shape but could 

bene� t from being milled and resurfaced. 

• Boat access area is eroding and needs to be 

stabilized with rip rap and vegetation.

• The west-most pavilion is very old and should 

be replaced.

• Consider adding lighting to improve safety.

Needs and Opportunities
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Map 4.1 - Existing Recreation Areas & Facilities
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School Facilities
Public school facilities, including playgrounds and sports � elds and courts, can add tremendous 

recreational value to a community.  Elementary school sites constitute a portion of the neighborhood 

parks and playgrounds in the city.  Since these areas are beyond the jurisdiction of the City of Hastings, 

a detailed account of each site is not available, however the types of facilities at each school are listed 

below and documented in � gure 4.2.  There are � ve (5) public school sites located within the City of 

Hastings, and one (1) public school site located outside the City limits providing additional recreation 

opportunities for community residents.

Hastings High School is located on a 54 acre site in the southwest of the City. Facilities include ball 

� elds, football (including an arti� cial turf � eld), soccer, tennis courts, track, gymnasium and auditorium. 

The High School campus is also home to the Community Education & Recreation Center, which features 

a community swimming pool with scheduled lap and open swim times s well as swim classes, a gym 

and Cardio Exercise Room, game room and a number of programs including yoga, � tness classes, camps 

and aquatics. 

Hastings Middle School is centrally located, just north of the downtown area. The site includes play 

equipment, hard surfaced play area and a grass recreation area with a number of backstops. These 

� elds are generally in poor condition and not used for ball games on a regular basis. A large Auditorium 

is available for school and community events. 

Central Elementary School is contiguous with the Middle School site. Outdoor facilities include play 

equipment and hard-surfaced play area. 

Northeastern Elementary School occupies 8.4 acres of land in a traditional residential neighborhood. 

Facilities include two soccer � elds, which are heavily programmed for YMCA Soccer games and practices, 

two ball � elds which are again heavily used by the YMCA youth sports programs, basketball, volleyball 

and play equipment. The site is also informally used by residents in the winter months for sledding. 

Southeastern Elementary School is located at 1300 S East St and has 2 soccer � elds, a ball diamond, 

basketball, and play equipment on 14 acres of land.

Star Elementary is a 27.5 acre site located outside of the City limits but is within the Hastings School 

District. It is located at 1900 Star School Rd, and facilities include a soccer � eld, baseball � eld, playground 

equipment, and a gaga pit.

Cemeteries
There are two (2) cemeteries located in the City. One cemetery is a privately owned Catholic Cemetery 

located at the intersection of Green St. and Cook Rd and adjacent to the west side of Fish Hatchery 

Park. The second cemetery is the City owned Riverside Cemetery which is bisected by West State Road 

in the northwest area of the City with the southern portion of it adjacent to the Thornapple River and 

the northern portion adjacent to the Hastings Country Club. The City has developed a master plan for 

the cemetery which includes recreational facilities such as walking paths, overlook decks, and seating 

areas.
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Inventory Summary Table
Table 4.2 below summarizes the inventory of public school-owned parks located within the City 

boundaries. These facilities will be input into the analysis in Chapter Five to assess how the school 

facilities contribute to the overall park and recreation system in the City. 

Table 4.2 School Recreation Facility Inventory

School Name

Size 
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Hastings High School 30.00 X 2 2 8 1 1 1 1

Hastings Middle School 6 X 2 1 2 X

Central Elementary 1.5 X X X 1 X

Northeastern Elementary 8.4 X 1 X X 3 1 X

Southeastern Elementary 14 X 1 X 2 1 X

Star Elementary 20 X 1 1 X

Community Recreation 

Center
na X 1 X X

TOTAL 79.90 7 2 8 7 2 1 6 1

Note the Community Recreation Center is on the High School Property
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Semi-Public / Private Recreational Facilities Within in the City
Commission on Aging is located on West Woodlawn and promotes “independence, dignity and quality 

of life to the aging population and their families”. Services provided include Meals on Wheels, adult 

day care, medical transportation assistance and a full range of activities such as music, dance, crafts, 

exercise and games.

Pennock Health & Wellness Center on West Green Street, is a membership-based indoor recreation 

facility o! ering gym, pool and " tness services open seven days a week. Programming includes aquatic 

" tness, spinning, conditioning, yoga, Pilates and special children’s and seniors’ programs

The Legacy at Hastings is a 18-hole golf course open to both members and guests located at 1550 

North Broadway in the northeast of the City, adjoining the City owned Hammond Road Recreation Area.

Private Recreational Facilities in the City:

Barry Community Enrichment Center   Hastings Bowl Inc.

Curves       KN Soccer Fields

Elks Club      Legacy at Hastings Golf Course

Expressions Dance Center     Snap Fitness

GQT Hastings 4 Cinema     U-Rent-Em Canoe Livery

Regional Facilities
There are a wide range of regional recreational facilities available to City of Hastings residents within 

close proximity. Barry County is characterized by numerous inland lakes, rivers, and rolling terrain 

mixed with upland forests. Over 250 lakes are located in the county, o! ering recreational and wildlife 

opportunities. The following describes available regional facilities.

Barry State Game Area (State of Michigan) covers 13,000 acres adjacent to the State Park. Both the 

State Game Area and part of the Recreation Area are open for hunting waterfowl, small game, and 

white-tailed deer. Deer and small game hunting attracts local residents as well as in and out of state 

visitors.

Yankee Springs Recreation Area (State of Michigan) is a 5,200 acre facility located on the central 

western edge of Barry County, providing diverse recreation opportunities. A modern campground 

is located on the shores of Gun Lake while rustic camping is available at Deep Lake. An equestrian 

campground and a youth organization campground are also available. Nine lakes are located within 

the park boundaries providing excellent " shing and water sports of all kinds. Facilities include 30 miles 

of hiking trails (including a portion of the North Country National Scenic Trail), 12 miles of challenging 

mountain bike trails, 9 miles of horseback trails, as well as two public beaches, picnic shelters, and two 

accessible " shing piers one at Gun Lake and one at Deep Lake. Special features include the Devil’s Soup 

Bowl, Graves Hill Overlook and The Pines. Winter sports facilities include 10 miles of cross-country ski 

trails, snowmobile trails and lake access for ice " shing.
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Middleville State Game Area (State of Michigan), located in Barry County’s north-west quadrant, 

provides an additional 4,000 acres of hunting, picnicking and wildlife viewing area.

Historic Charlton Park Village and Recreation Area (Barry County) is located on Thornapple Lake 

approximately 5 miles southeast of the City, just north of Highway M-79. Approximately 20 acres of 

the 322 acre park is devoted to the Historic Village. The Village contains a museum and 22 restored 

buildings, all originally from Barry County. Approximately 80 acres of the Park are devoted to active and 

passive recreation. Facilities include a boat launch, swimming beach, two volleyball courts, a pavilion, 

two picnic shelters, several picnic oases, a softball diamond, two playground areas, and a ski and Jet Ski 

beach. The remaining 200 acres are primarily wooded, grassed or wetland with approximately 2 miles 

of marginally improved trails. The Historic Village and surrounding grounds are also the staging for 

approximately 20 special events throughout the year, attracting visitors from throughout the region.

McKeown Bridge Park (Barry County), located 2 miles southeast of Hastings on the Thornapple River 

is a 2 acre special use park centered on a refurbished historic bridge utilized for walking and ! shing, 

a canoe launch and picnic facilities. Planned improvements and expansion into an adjoining 23 acre 

riverside parcel were completed in 2009-2010.

The North Country National Scenic Trail is a multi-state hiking trail that stretches 4,500 miles from 

North Dakota to the New York/Vermont border. The trail enters Barry County north of Irving and travels 

south using portions of the Paul Henry Trail, then crosses through the Yankee Springs Recreation Area 

and Barry State Game Area.

The Paul Henry Thornapple Trail follows the scenic Thornapple River from 44th Street and Kalamazoo 

Avenue in Grand Rapids to Middleville, Hastings, Nashville, and Vermontville with large gaps to be 

acquired for a total of around 43 miles. The Village of Middleville has 3.85 miles of paved trail and 1.25 

miles of unpaved trail. Other unimproved portions of the trail are owned by Barry County and the City 

of Hastings (including trail right of way west of the City limits) some of which is open for public use.

Semi-Public / Private Recreational Facilities Outside the City
Barry Expo Center, 1350 N. M-37, Hastings. Owned and operated by the Barry County Agricultural 

Society, this complex includes several barns for 4-H and County Fair use as well as a ¼ mile dirt oval track 

for horse, motor-cross and car racing and an expo hall available for rent. Besides the annual County Fair, 

the complex also hosts a variety of events and shows throughout the year. 

YMCA of Barry County and Camp Algonquin, 2055 Iroquois Trail, Hastings. Located on the shores of 

Algonquin Lake, 2 miles northwest of the City, the YMCA provides youth and adult sports programs, 

summer playground programs and youth social programs sponsored by the City of Hastings. Camp 

Algonquin provides summer resident and day camps and a facility for community use.

Circle Pines Center, Mullen Road, Delton. Circle Pines Center is a member-owned and run non-pro! t 

cooperative organization featuring a children’s summer camp and year round retreat and conference 

center with programs for families, children and adults. 
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Long Lake and Chief Noonday Outdoor Centers. 

Each facility occupies 100 acres in the Yankee 

Springs Recreation Area and is administered by 

the Michigan DNR and Yankee Springs Outdoor 

Centers, LLC, a private concessionaire. Both centers 

have rustic cabins that are open year round serving 

organized groups as well as individuals. 

Pierce Cedar Creek Institute, 701 W. Cloverdale 

Rd., Hastings. Set on more than 660 acres, Pierce 

Cedar Creek Institute, an ecological education 

center, provides visitors with a unique exposure 

to a rare blend of diverse habitats including 

wetlands, forests, marshes, streams, lakes and 

prairies. Visitors can explore over ! ve miles of 

nature trails, participate in programs and classes 

or stop by the Visitor Center.

Gun Lake Tract, Marsh Road, Orangeville 

Township. This 360 Acre conservation area 

featuring upland and lowland woodlands, peat 

bog, emergent wetlands and grasslands, is owned 

and managed by the Ru" ed Grouse Society. It is 

open daily, free of charge, for hiking, bird watching, 

tree and wildlife identi! cation. Guided group 

tours and educational programming are available 

through the Barry Conservation District. Hunting 

rights belong to the Ru" ed Grouse Society. 

Michigan Audubon Otis Sanctuary. This 120 

acre wildlife sanctuary borders Glass Creek and 

has a canoe access.

Michigan Audubon Warner Sanctuary. This 

heavily wooded, 100 acre wildlife sanctuary 

located 5 miles S.W. Of Hastings, hosts one of 

the County’s last remaining stands of old growth 

forest. 

Maher Sanctuary. Owned by Grand Rapids 

Audubon, this 76.8 acre sanctuary is located at the 

intersection of 108th St and Wood School Road. It 

has a mix of habitats, including frontage on Crane 

Creek, with a parking area and hiking trail. 

Southwest Michigan Land Conservancy Carter 

Lake Preserve. This 60 acre preserve located on 

the northern shore of Carter Lake, is just outside 

the City of Hastings. The site features 1.5 miles 

of trails through a variety of habitats; including 

marsh, fen, oak woodland, and savanna. 

Barry Conservation Club, W. Green St., Hastings. 

Features a clubhouse, horseshoe pits and shooting 

ranges just west of the City limits. 

Flying Horseshoe Ranch, S. Yankee Springs Road, 

Middleville. O" ers Horseback riding in the Yankee 

Springs Recreation Area.

Private Recreational Facilities 

Outside the City

Boat Launches

Baker Lake Public Access

DNR Public Launch - Thornapple

Gun Lake

Historic Charlton Park

Jordan Lake Boat Access Site

Long Lake

Thornapple Lake

Thornapple River - Irving Road

Camps

Camp Thornapple

Camp Michawana

Deep Lake Campground

Indian Valley Campground

Jones Lake Campground

Rivergate Family Campground

Parkside Park

Sharp Park Campground

Walden Woods Campground

Welcome Woods Campground

Winding Creek Campground

Whispering Waters Campground 
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Clubs

American Legion Post 45

American Legion Post 484

Caledonia Sportsmen Club

Delton Lions Club

VFW Post 422

VFW Post 8260

Entertainment

Buddy’s on the Beach 

Civic Center Theater

Franke Center 

Hastings Roll-a-Rama

Golf Courses

Centennial Acres

Gun Ridge Golf Course

Mullenhurst Golf Course

Saskatoon Golf Club

Tyler Creek Golf Course

Yankee Springs Golf Course

Gymnastics and Dance

Center Stage Dance Academy

Gymnastics in Motion

Step in Time Dance Studio

Health Clubs

Barbells & Booty Fitness

Gun Lake Fitness

Hastings Self Defense Academy

Middleville Fit Body Boot Camp

Total Health Center

TTS Fitness

Museums

Benard Historical Museum

Freeport Historical Society Museum

Gilmore Car Museum

Midwest Miniatures Museum

Nature Areas

Carter Lake Preserve

Dolan Nature Sanctuary

Gertrude McPharlin Bauer Nature Sanctuary

Hidden Pond Preserve

Lux Arbor Reserve

Thornapple Lake Nature Sanctuary

Skiing

Bittersweet Ski Resort

Timber Ridge Ski Resort
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Map 4.2 - Other Recreation Areas & Facilities
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Description of the Public 

Input Process
During the early phase of the planning process background data was gathered from site investigations 

and available reports in order to develop a current snapshot of the City and a comprehensive 

understanding of the needs of the community. This chapter looks to access community need for parks 

and recreation facilities against facility availability and program o� erings. There are a variety of methods 

for accessing community need for recreation services. This Plan uses the combination of the following 

methods to identify the recreational needs of the City:

1.Comparison to accepted recreation standards

2.Public / stakeholder input

3.Analysis of demographic trends

Comparison to Accepted Recreation Standards
Recreation standards provide a benchmark for evaluating the relative adequacy or inadequacy of 

the City’s recreation system. The National Park and Recreation Association (NRPA) has established 

recognized standards for classifying types of parkland based on size and function. These designations 
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have been adopted by the MDNR and provide one method of de� ning the purpose and use of facilities. 

This Plan has used as a guide, the 1996 Park, Recreation, Open Space and Greenway Guidelines published 

by the National Recreation and Park Association. 

The NRPA guidelines o! er park and recreation standards that are applicable for recreation planning, 

land acquisition, and development of park, recreation and open space property at the local level. By 

comparing the City’s available facilities against the de� ned standards, minimum acceptable park and 

recreation facilities are identi� ed and a program for achieving equal distribution of parks and open 

space throughout the community can be de� ned. This plan will evaluate community need using park 

service area standards and unit per population standards. It should be noted that these standards are 

to be used as a guide and should be interpreted according to local needs, trends, and current situations. 

The purpose of recreation planning is to address the speci� c needs of the community, based on its own 

particular resources and resident preferences/demands so that the plan best suits the community’s 

desires for recreation. 

Service Area Analysis

NRPA guidelines classify parks, open space, and greenways in accordance with their size and the role 

they play in the overall park system. They also include associated service areas for each park type 

that indicate a minimum standard for geographic balance and availability of each park type in the 

community. Classifying parks in the system ensures the entire community is served by a wide range of 

park and recreational facilities. Map 5.1 delineates the service area for each park in the City of Hastings 

park system. Service areas for the parks types include:

• Mini Parks   1/4 miles or less

• Neighborhood Parks  1/4 to 1/2 miles

• Community Parks  1/2 to 3 miles

Evaluation 

Analysis of the geographic distribution of park facilities throughout the City delineate the following: 

• Overall coverage is good and all residents have access to some type of park

• All neighborhoods in the City have access to Community Parks

• Natural resource area parks are mostly in the west side of the City.

• The north side of the City has access to neighborhood parks

• Several special use parks are located in the core of the City.

• The City does not have any mini parks.

• There are no neighborhood parks in the southwest area of the City.

Needs

• Addition of mini parks in the higher dense neighborhoods.

• Addition of neighborhood parks in the southwest neighborhood.

• Look for opportunities to expand natural resource parks along the Thornapple River to the east.

Units Per Population Analysis

In addition to service areas, the NRPA guidelines also recommends a certain number of park acres per 
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Map 5.1 - Park Service Areas
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units of population for di� erent types of park facilities, such as mini, neighborhood, and community 

parks. This would represent the minimum amount of ground space or number of activities needed to 

meet the recreational demands of the community. These standards are adapted to re� ect the City’s 

character and compared with the City’s existing and projected population, as the demand may be 

greater or less than the national standard. 

Passive recreation and active recreation are the primary types of recreational uses. Passive recreation 

includes less intense activities that are more quiet and non-exertive for a limited numbers of users. 

Active recreation requires space and facilities capable of accommodating exertive activities. Examples 

include: sports � elds, play apparatus areas, open areas, special facilities, such as pools and court areas, 

and areas for organized activities. Recreation areas must provide for both types of use and preferably 

include a variety of opportunities for each to respond adequately to a wide range of interests and age 

groups. 

Figure 5.1 evaluates the City of Hastings park system against this service standard, and against the 

population service standards for each park classi� cation as well. The 2010 Census � gures were used for 

the purposes of this analysis. Parks located outside of the City but may have a service area that overlaps 

the City (such as County parks) were not included.

General population service standards recommend 10 acres of park land per 1,000 residents. For the 

City of Hastings that would equate to approximately 73.5 acres of park land required per the NRPA 

guidelines. Currently the City provides 91.85 acres of park land which would show almost a 46 acre 

surplus. When you combine the 112 acres of natural resource area parks within the City, the overall 

amount of park land available to the City residents is more than su�  cient. The analysis does show there 

is a need for Mini and Neighborhood parks, therefore the City may consider the addition of smaller 

parks to serve the residents’ daily needs.

Facilities Analysis

In addition to parkland, facilities were analyzed to determine if the current facilities are adequate 

to meet the needs of residents. This analysis includes facilities recommendations based on national 

averages, but also considers the public input provided during this process, as well as recent trends in 

recreation that could not be anticipated when the national standards were developed in the 1980’s.

Figure 5.1: Population Service Standard by Park Type

Park Classi� cations NRPA 

Guideline (1)

Acreage

Provided

Surplus

(De� cit)

Mini Parks 1.83 0 (1.83)

Neighborhood Parks 7.35 5.85 (1.5)

Community Parks 36.75 86 49.25

Total 45.93 91.85 45.92

(1) Minimum standard used from ranges

(2) A population of 7,350 was used per the 2010 Census data used



51 City of Hastings 5-Year Parks and Recreation Plan

Description of the Public Input Process

The NRPA standards are commonly used to evaluate the adequacy of parkland and facilities when 

compared to local populations. They were developed a number of years ago, so they do not consider 

modern desires like dog parks, skate parks, splash parks or large recreational complexes that have 

become more common in recent years. The standards establish a certain number of activity-speci� c 

recreational facilities per population (e.g. 1 basketball court per 5,000 persons). Figure 5.2 below 

evaluates the Hastings park system facilities in relation to the population service standards. The table 

includes City-owned parks, but does not include school facilities. 

Based on the comparisons in Figure 5.2, The City meets or exceeds the suggested number of facilities. 

While standards for comparison address the quantity of facilities desirable for a particular number of 

persons, they do not address quality or location concerns. Consequently, any community that has the 

appropriate numbers of facilities may not have facilities of a useful or desirable quality, or may not 

have facilities located where they would be most accessible to residents. This is true of some of the 

facilities in the City. Many of the tennis courts are in poor condition and in need of repair in order to be 

usable. The soccer � eld in Tyden Park is not regulation size and is prone to � ooding which a� ects the 

condition of the turf. Other facilities in the City such as basketball courts, playgrounds, and baseball 

� elds are either in poor condition, do not meet current standards, or both, which a� ects usability. The 

City may consider upgrading these facilities in order to provide high quality recreational facilities that 

are accessible and usable by all. 

The Hastings School District, although not owned by the City, also provides recreational facilities to 

Figure 5.2: Population Service Standard by Recreation Activity

Facility

NRPA

Guideline

NRPA

Recommendation

Facilities 

Provided

Surplus

(De� cit)

Tennis 1:2,000 4 7 3

Playground 1:3,000 2 5 3

Baseball 1:5,000 1 1 0

Softball 1:5,000 1 1 0

Basketball (outdoor) 1:5,000 1 6 5

Volleyball 1:5,000 1 2 1

Soccer 1:10,000 1 2 1

Picnic Shelters 1:2,000 4 9 5

Football 1:20,000 0 0 0

Running Track 1:20,000 0 0 0

Swimming Pool 1:20,000 0 0 0

Gymnasium 1:5,000 1 0 (1)

Bicycle Route 1 System 1 1 0

Ice Rink (outdoor) 1:20,000 0 0 0

Auditorium 1:20,000 0 0 0

Community Center 1:20,000 0 1 0
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the community, as outdoor facilities are typically open to the public when they are not beings used 

for school events. This provides additional facilities such as playgrounds, soccer � elds, tennis courts, 

ball � elds, running track, gymnasium, a pool that are available to the residents of Hastings and count 

towards the overall parks and recreation system. 

Public Input
The City of Hastings encourages its residents to take an active role in planning for their community’s 

recreational opportunities. The City appreciates the fact that recreation planning plays an important 

role in maintaining the quality of life in a community and therefore tries to be responsive to citizen 

needs and desires for parks and recreation. Community outreach is one way of obtaining a perspective 

on the needs and desires of the community and engaging in a process that includes; developing 

realistic alternatives; formulating goals, policies, and recommendations for public and private decisions; 

developing criteria to measure change; and involving people in the planning, design and decision 

processes. 

In order to ensure that the City’s parks and recreation o! erings are aligned with the needs of the 

community, and to understand the community perception of the level of service being provided, the 

City engaged in a public input process.

Community Outreach

The community outreach process included the following: an on-line survey, a public input workshop, 

a 30-day public review period, and open City Council meetings. The input and opinions received at 

these meetings helped the administration and facilitator provide the basis for revising the goals and 

objectives from the previous plan.

On-Line Survey

In October of 2018 the City developed an on-line survey to solicit input and ideas from its residents 

regarding current use and future needs of the City’s parks, recreation and programs, services, 

maintenance, and facilities. The survey was conducted over a 60-day period using an on-line survey 

tool (Survey Monkey).

The survey was promoted to the community using a number of methods including: publication in 

the City monthly newsletter, posting at City Hall, posting at the local YMCA, standard press release 

noti� cation, and through social media platforms including the City website and Facebook page. One-

hundred and six (106) individuals elected to fully complete the survey. Respondents were 73% female 

and 27% male. Thirty-nine (39) percent of the respondents were City residents. About 65% of the 

respondents were in the 25-44 age group, and 21% were in the 45-64 age group which indicates the 

results may focus on family and senior recreation. See Figures 5.3 through 5.5 for more detailed results 

of selected categories. The Appendix contains the full survey results.
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Gender Survey Respondents

Male 73%

Female 27%

Age Survey Respondents

0-17 0%

18-24 0.94%

25-44 65.09%

45-64 21.70%

65-84 12.26%

85+ 0%

Park Visits Survey Respondents

Daily 5.7%

Weekly 23.8%

Monthly 42.9%

Every 6 Months 14.3%

< Every 6 Months 13.3%

Top Facilities with Most 

Importance

Survey 

Respondents

Playground 65%

Nature Trail 52%

Walking/Jogging 48%

Biking 34%

Sledding 34%

 Highest Program 

Participation

Survey 

Respondents

Parades 86%

Farmer’s Market 77%

Holiday Events 73%

Festivals 72%

YMCA Youth 58%

 Top Ranked 

Needed Facilities

Survey 

Respondents

Walking/Nature Trails 69%

Playgrounds 61%

Bike Path/Trails 54%

Restrooms 50%

Farmer’s Market 40%

 Top Ranked 

Needed Programs

Survey 

Respondents

Fitness Classes 43%

Winter Sports 43%

Nature Based 42%

Summer Camps 38%

Arts / Dance 35%

 Reason Preventing   

Park Use

Survey 

Respondents

Maintenance / Clean-

liness

34%

Too busy 34%

No amenities of 

interest

32%

Visual 

attractiveness

27%

Lack awareness 21%

Live in the City Limits Survey Respondents

Yes 39%

No 61%

Figure 5.4: Patterns of Park Use

Figure 5.3: Demographics of Survey Respondents
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Public Input Workshop

The City understands the importance of meaningful 

citizen input and is committed to using this input 

to assist in evaluating trends and forming goals 

and actions. Prior to development of the plan, 

the City solicited input and participation from 

the residents of the City through a public input 

workshop. The workshop was intended to develop 

a general consensus among the participants as to 

the current issues, needs, desires, and de� ciencies 

regarding parks and recreation in the City.

VIRIDIS Design Group led the workshop and 

facilitated the discussions. The workshop took 

place on October 25th at 6:00 pm at Fish Hatchery 

Park, with 25 people in attendance. The meeting 

followed a typical format to ensure a productive 

outcome, but encouraged an open and informal 

atmosphere. Attendees were encouraged to 

engage in the process to provide perspective and 

to think about the big picture, in other words the 

attendees were asked to dream big.

The public workshop started with VIRIDIS providing 

a brief presentation that included: a description of 

the purpose of the Parks and Recreation  

Master Plan, the contents of the plan, preliminary 

results of the on-line survey, and the process 

in place to develop the plan. Following this 

presentation, a workshop session took place 

designed to solicit input from the meeting 

attendees.  The audience was broken into � ve 

groups, and a series of questions were presented 

to each group. Each group was asked to think 

about and discuss their ideas for the questions 

and record their answers (the questions were also 

part of the on-line survey).

After the groups were allotted time to develop, 

discuss, and record their ideas, each group was 

asked to share and discuss all of their ideas and 

priorities with the overall group, as the meeting 

facilitator recorded the responses.  Lastly, each 

meeting attendee was provided with � ve voting 

dots, and were asked to vote for their top priorities 

for each question. The top � ve priorities for 

each question are listed in Figure 5.6 (Appendix 

contains the workshop agenda, notes, and overall 

results summary).

Figure 5.5: Satisfaction Levels

 Bene! ts of parks Survey Respondents

Quality of Life 68%

Improve Health 63%

Reduce Stress 44%

Improve Social Skills 44%

Preserve Open Space 42%

Top Maintenance issues Survey Respondents

Clean Restrooms 55%

Lighting 38%

Broken Equipment 36%

Unsafe Equipment 32%

Park Safety 30%

 What to focus on for next 

5-years

Survey 

Respondents

Youth Programs 42%

Cleanliness 38%

Safety 29%

Innovative Facilities 27%

Non-Motorized Trails 25%

 Overall Appearance of 

Parks

Survey 

Respondents

Excellent 10%

Good 51%

Fair 24%

Poor 7%

Unsure 4%
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Figure 5.6: Public Input Workshop Summary

30-Day Public Review

Once the draft Parks and Recreation Master Plan was complete, citizens were provided with a 30-day 

period to review and comment on the plan. A copy of the plan was made available at Hastings City Hall 

and the Hastings Library for review by the public on December 13, 2018. The plan was also published on 

the City’s website. To notify the residents that a draft of the plan was available for review, a notice was 

published on the City website, posted at the City Hall, and noticed in the local newspaper, describing 

the purpose of the 30-day review period. A copy of the notice that was published/posted is included in 

the Appendix. 

Public Hearings and Meetings

On January 14, 2019, the Hastings City Council reviewed and discussed the Parks and Recreation Master 

Plan at their regularly scheduled meeting. On January 28, 2019 the Hastings City Council held a public 

hearing to review the plan and accepted input at its regularly scheduled meeting prior to adoption.  

Both of these meetings were open to the public and presented the opportunity for the public to 

review and comment on the Plan and make recommendations. Meeting minutes, meeting notices, and 

recommendations can be found in the Appendix.

Trends Analysis
A number of recent reports and surveys exist regarding parks and recreation participation patterns 

within the United States. Inferences can be made about the City parks and recreation program and 

service needs by cross referencing the research data with Hastings population demographics. 

According to the Outdoor Participation Topline Report 2018, by the Outdoor Foundation, 49% of the 

U.S. population, ages 6 and over, participated in outdoor recreation in 2017, which in Hastings would 

What cultural / historical based recreational 

amenities would interest you?

Interpretive signs to tell history

Campground

Native American center

Programs on Thornapple River

Additional support for Charlton Park

What are three long term goals the City should 

focus on related to parks and recreation?

Sports Complex

Security (lighting, cameras)

Smart phone app

Universal design / design for sensory needs

Looping in parks for recognition

What new / innovative park amenities should 

the City consider adding to the park system?

Restrooms at parks

Lighting

Adopt a sign by local businesses

Universally accessible / new playgrounds

Food forest / community gardens

What are three ways the City can improve the 

parks and recreation system?

Trail connections between parks

Camping for bicyclists and campers

Awareness Campaign

Playgrounds

Way-! nding signage including on river
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equate to 3,675 people. In addition, the report 

states that the Midwestern region of the US, which 

includes Michigan, has the second highest rate of 

outdoor participation in the Country.  Of those 

who participate in outdoor recreation nationally 

it is split 54% males and 46% female (Hastings is 

47% male and 53% female). This report also found 

the following trends:

• The most popular outdoor activities by 

participation rate for youths (6- 25) include 

bicycling (road, BMX, Mountain), ! shing, 

running/jogging, camping, and hiking. 

• The most popular outdoor activities by 

participant rate for adults (over 25) include 

running/jogging, ! shing, bicycling (road, 

BMX, Mountain), hiking, and camping. 

• Of those who participate in outdoor recreation, 

53% indicate their favorite activity includes 

hiking, walking, and biking. 

• The most popular team sports include 

basketball, baseball, soccer, softball, and 

football. 

• The number 1 reason for participating in 

outdoor recreation was to get exercise.

According to the 2017 Participation Report by 

the Physical Activity Council, 72% of the U.S. 

population ages 6 and over are active on some 

level which in Hastings would equate to 5,292 

active people. The Participation Report also found:

• Interest in outdoor recreation is on the rise 

due to people wanting to experience nature, 

join ! tness classes, and participate in team 

sports.

• Fitness sports (63%), outdoor sports (49%), 

individual sports (33.7%), and team sports 

(23%) show the highest participation rates.

• Racquet sports (13.6%), water sports 

(13.4%),  and winter sports (7.7%) show lower 

participation rates.

• Participation in ! tness sports and outdoor 

sports are on the rise over the last 5 years.

• Participation in individual sports, team sports, 

and water sports are seeing declining rates 

over the last 5 years.

According to the 2018 NRPA Americans’ 

Engagement with Parks Report 1 in 5 Americans 

ride bikes to parks. Gen Xers are more likely to 

walk to a park while Millennials are more likely 

to ride a bike to parks. These age groups make up 

approx. 40% of Hastings population. The report 

also indicates that 62% of respondents visit parks 

to be with family and friends while 54% visited 

parks for exercise.

Taking these use patterns and transferring them to 

Hastings, the following activities would capitalize 

on trends as they relate to outdoor recreation and 

population in Hastings:

• Look for non-motorized/walking  trail 

opportunities to connect parks. This aligns 

with desires noted in the on-line survey.

• Continue/expand partnership with the YMCA 

to provide ! tness sports. Also consider adding 

! tness equipment in parks.

• Consider expanding team sport activities.

• Consider providing camping and ! shing 

activities.

• Consider developing adventure sports such as 

BMX biking and cross-country skiing.

Age also plays an important role in recreation as 

it relates to activity and participation. According 



57 City of Hastings 5-Year Parks and Recreation Plan

Description of the Public Input Process

to the 2017 Participation Report by the Physical 

Activity Council, Gen Z is the most active group 

(82%), followed by Millennials (76%), Gen X 

(72%), and Baby Boomers (67%). The report also  

found the following:

• Outdoor sports and team sports have the 

highest participation rates for Gen Z

• Fitness sports and outdoor sports have the 

highest participation rates for Millennials and 

Gen Xers, however Millennials are more likely 

to participate in water sports.

• Baby boomers prefer ! tness activities, 

particularly low impact activities such as 

walking, cycling, or aquatics.

The largest population group in the City is the 

5-24 group, known as Generation Z (27.9%). The 

second largest group is the 40-54 group known as 

Generation X (19.8%), and the third largest group 

is the 25-39 group known as Millennials (18.7%). 

These three groups make up approximately two-

thirds of the population. 

The Gen Z group, and to some degree Millennials 

are growing up in the age of technology. 

Nationally, the use of technology while engaging 

in outdoor recreation is high in this age group. 

Recreation participants in this group are more 

likely to use smart phones and other devices to 

engage in outdoor recreation.

Given that a large percentage of the Gen Z group 

is under the age of 18, it is likely in many cases 

that they are visiting parks with parents/families, 

and relying on family to get to park facilities. The 

top three factors that motivate youth/families 

to participate in outdoor activities and visit 

recreational facilities are to be with family and 

friends (61%), participate in organized team sports 

(59%), and to experience excitement/adventure 

(46%). The top three factors that hamper youth/

families from participating in outdoor recreation 

are lack of time (38%), lack of interest in available 

activities (20%), and safety concerns (17%).

The second largest population group, Gen X, are 

more likely to visit parks to be closer to nature and 

for ! tness exercises. Millennials, the third largest 

group, are more likely to visit parks to experience 

excitement and adventure. Family oriented 

recreational facilities will also be important to 

these groups.

The following activities would capitalize on 

trends as they relate to these age groups:

• Develop programs and facilities that support 

adventure recreation.

• Continue to develop youth sports programs.

• O" er technology focused activities as an 

integral component to recreation programs 

and facilities.

• O" er family oriented programming and park 

amenities including team sports.

• Provide opportunities to experience and 

enjoy nature by providing nature trails, 

interpretive signage, boardwalks, and other 

passive based recreation.
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Intentionally left blank
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Goals and  Objectives
As a result of the recreation inventory, public input, survey results, and trends, the City of Hastings has 

developed the following goals and objectives in order to guide the management and development of 

recreation opportunities for the next 5 years. Goals and objectives are meant to guide the intent of the 

actions to be taken, but � exible enough to re� ect changing attitudes and opportunities. A degree of 

� exibility is essential for the City to be responsive to its citizens. The goals are long-range in nature and 

intended to be broad in scope to accommodate future change. The objectives are short-range in nature 

and intended to direct speci� c program and development decisions to be made in the next � ve years. 

The goals are listed in no particular order.

1. Enhance existing recreation facilities to provide a high quality, accessible, and safe recreational   

experience at all City parks and facilities.

• Provide access to all users by meeting or exceeding barrier-free standards.

• Update/replace existing playgrounds to meet current safety and ADA guidelines.

• Strive for universal accessibility in all parks including the development of a miracle � eld.

• Evaluate security measures such as emergency call boxes, security systems, lighting, and park 

visibility.

• Work with enforcement agencies and community organizations to provide a safe environment 

for park users.
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• Maintain park facilities by providing adequate sta! , equipment, and response systems.

• Incorporate low maintenance products and equipment that save energy, reduce wear, reduce 

environmental impact, and reduce demands on sta! .

2. Preserve, protect, and improve historic, natural, scenic, and environmentally sensitive areas for 

appropriate public use and enjoyment and habitat protection.

• Develop management / maintenance strategies for natural areas including eradication of 

invasive species, stabilization of the riverbank, and protect water quality.

• Identify land acquisition opportunities to preserve environmentally sensitive areas including 

land along the Thornapple River.

• Provide programs and facilities that educate the public about the environment.

• Provide programs and facilities that support the conservation, protection, and preservation of 

the natural environment.

3. Expand the diversity of recreation facilities available at new or existing recreation facilities to o! er 

year-round opportunities for individuals of all ages and abilities in order to meet current and future 

demands.

• Identify new innovative equipment and/or facilities.

• Provide playground equipment for toddlers.

• Provide wide range of active and passive recreation facilities and programs with four season 

activities for all ages.

• Develop an athletic complex to provide sport " eld opportunities.

• Develop a regional park on the City owned land along the riverfront.

4. Encourage community partnerships and joint ventures with groups and organizations that have a 

supportive relationship.

• Continue to support and enhance relationship with the YMCA.

• Identify organizations with similar goals that can be collaborative and share costs for activities 

and events.

• Collaborate with local agencies, adjacent municipalities, and other public organizations

• Coordinate with Hastings School District and non-pro" t organizations to identify synergistic 

programs and activities.

• Explore opportunities to partner with private organizations to encourage philanthropic 

investment in City park and recreation facilities.
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• Facilitate partnerships that support venues for cultural, sports, and recreational activities.

5. Provide non-motorized and way ! nding connections between parks, neighborhoods and 

community facilities, and municipalities.

• Implement recommendations described in the City’s Non-Motorized Trail Master Plan.

• Identify potential opportunities for regional non-motorized trail connections to adjacent 

communities.

• Provide non-motorized connections to connect users with facilities throughout the community.

• Develop a way ! nding system to assist users locate facilities more easily and locate their 

proximity within the park system.

• Explore opportunities for easement acquisition for future trail connections.

• Explore opportunities to connect trail systems to local businesses.

• Develop a funding mechanism for long term trail maintenance.

6. Acquire property as it becomes available to ensure recreational opportunities keep pace with the 

needs of the community.

• Plan for long-range needs to develop existing City owned land, expansion of existing park 

facilities, and acquire new park property.

• Provide a geographically balanced park system throughout the City.

7. Increase community awareness of available park facilities and programs through communication, 

promotion, and branding.

• Promote volunteer opportunities and other methods of citizen support for programs and parks.

• Encourage public engagement in park facility development and programs through community 

out reach projects, stewardship programs, and interpretive programs.

• Continue to publicize park events, facilities and programs through social media, newsletters, 

press releases, web site, promotional events, and other media outlets.

• Increase resident awareness of the City’s park goals, events, and accomplishments to get the 

community involved in programs and increase use of park facilities.

8. Promote healthy and active lifestyles through park and recreation facilities and programs.

• Promote awareness of ! tness programs that support healthy lifestyles.

• Provide four season recreation opportunities.

• Provide recreation facilities that encourage healthy habits.

• Target programs for speci! c age groups based on current trends.

9. Explore sustainable funding opportunities for future park development and maintenance.

• Explore partnerships with local corporations.

• Develop a fundraising arm or friends group for trail maintenance.

• Continue to seek funding opportunities from grants, foundations, millages, and donations.

10. Identify opportunities for place making and public space development

• Integrate technology into parks and public spaces.
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• Provide space for public art display.

• Provide for the display/use of sustainable technologies in public spaces.

• Use public space to promote the branding and identity of the park system.



63 City of Hastings 5-Year Parks and Recreation Plan

Action Plan

Action Plan
The Action Plan and Capital Improvement Plan of the Hastings Parks and Recreation Master Plan states 

the proposed course of development or improvement that will be taken over the next � ve years. The 

Goals and Objectives, from the previous section, serve as guidelines for the development of the Action 

Program. The Capital Improvement Plan which follows will focus on the needs identi� ed in the Action 

Program and will project potential expenditures for the � ve-year action period on a park by park and 

project by project basis. The � ve-year period will begin in 2019 and extend through 2023. This time 

period will not be su�  cient to accomplish all of the goals and objectives, but begins to prioritize those 

projects that may be achievable within the initial � ve years.

The Action Plan focuses on reduction of de� ciencies, and expansion and improvements of facilities in 

a manner that not only meets current needs, but also diversi� es the type and quality of recreational 

opportunities within the Township. These needs were identi� ed during the public input process and 

were identi� ed during the review and comparison of park standards and demographic/population 

trends. The Action Plan describes speci� c priorities to be taken to address these needs; and the Capital 

Improvement Plan speci� cally itemizes those projects which will be most feasible during the next � ve 

years. The proposed schedule will allow for � exibility as funds become available and as opportunities 

are presented.
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The priorities and action plan items for the 2019 Parks and Recreation Master Plan are as follows (not 

listed in particular order):

Action A: Expansion of Non-Motorized trails

Projects that include non-motorized transportation/recreation trail planning and development are a 

priority including projects that enhance greenway corridors, connect parks and lakes, support existing 

trail extensions, eliminate barriers, and enhance the overall trail system. The City has developed a Non-

Motorized Transportation Master Plan that identi! es speci! c non-motorized priorities.

Non-Motorized Transportation / Walkability

The development of non-motorized facilities including sidewalks, bicycle lanes, and o"  -road walking 

paths were strongly supported by the results of the community outreach process. The City has completed 

a Non-Motorized Trailway Master Plan and should work towards implementation of that plan to connect 

parks, schools, residential areas, and commercial hubs to each other and to neighboring communities. 

In addition, the City should encourage the development of pathways within existing parks to facilitate 

universal accessibility and promote a healthy lifestyle.

Riverwalk

Extension of the river walk to the east from Industrial Park Dr to Heath Road.

Action B: Improvements to existing facilities

The most e#  cient use of City resources is to focus on projects that improve existing facilities and 

maximize the potential of City owned property. Projects that renovate or re-use existing facilities are 

considered a high priority. This may include improvements that eliminate barriers to increase accessibility 

for all users, renovations and upgrades to existing equipment and features to ensure modern and clean 

facilities, and redevelopment or expansion of existing parks to eliminate redundancy and maximize the 

potential of the site.

Bliss Riverfront Park

Improvements for this park include adding restroom facilities, playground equipment, and ! elds. 

Accessible routes are needed to most facilities in the park including along the riverfront which would 

provide additional ! shing and river access opportunities. An additional group picnic shelter, accessible 

picnic tables and grills would bene! t the park. Site entrance improvements should include paving and 

expanding the parking area, signage and clearer delineation from the surrounding land uses.

Bob King Park

Barrier free improvements should include providing accessible routes to the baseball ! eld and the 

tennis/basketball courts.  Also the tot lot playground should be replaced with updated and accessible 

equipment. Resurfacing of the parking lot and tennis courts may be needed in the near future.

Dog Park

Enhancements should include providing an accessible route from the parking lot to the dog run entry 

areas as well as providing accessible benches and picnic tables.
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First Ward Park

Accessibility improvements should be made to make connecting walkways to the parks facilities. The 

outdated playground equipment needs to be replaced  as well as the existing sidewalks. Potential 

additions to the park include a restroom, pavilion, and a basketball court.

Fish Hatchery Park

This is one of the City’s oldest and most visited parks, which is in need of some updates and additions 

to better meet the community’s needs. The following renovations are recommended based on public 

feedback, and general park standards:

• A high priority is to bring the existing facilities in line with ADA requirements; including designated 

barrier-free parking, walkway links to the ball ! eld, access improvements to the tennis courts, and 

playground renovation. 

• The provision of exercise equipment around the trail for active older adults, replacing the outdated 

and worn out equipment, is also considered an important addition. 

• The provision of pedestrian lighting will also improve safety and expand park use.

• An additional group picnic shelter is also needed to meet demand.  

• Netting at the south end of the soccer ! eld to prevent balls going into the adjacent pond. 

• Consider dredging the ponds and restocking with ! sh. 

• Further improvements to the old arts building to increase usability.

• Resurface the parking lot

• Renovate or replace existing pavilion/restrooms

• Reconstruct or replace the tennis courts. Consider repurposing them for pickleball.

• Consider redeveloping the site into a sports complex (see Map 5.2).

Hammond Hills

Parking and trail improvements, including an on-site trail map, should be considered to increase 

accessibility, while maintaining the natural appeal of this site. The addition of a picnic shelter and pit 

toilets would also bene! t the park.

Second Ward Park

This is a small, older neighborhood park that needs upgrades speci! cally to address ADA requirements. 

The play area and basketball court should be linked to the sidewalks with hard surfaced walks to meet 

ADA requirements. Existing playground equipment needs to be replaced and barrier-free surfacing 

added. The addition of restroom facilities would also bene! t the park.

Sweezey’s Nature Area

Future improvements should include the construction of a paved multi-purpose trail through site, 

linking residential areas to the high school, the development of a nature trail with interpretive signs, 

and controlled, barrier-free access to ponds. Providing boardwalks and decks would provide a means 

to access the pond.

Tyden Park

Tyden Park is another highly used community park in need of improvements to meet ADA requirements 

and expand use. The following renovations are recommended based on public feedback, and general 
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Map 5.2 - Fish Hatchery Park Concept
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park standards:

• Accessibility improvements are needed to better link the parking areas to the trail, to provide access 

to the west picnic shelter and to provide barrier-free amenities such as drinking fountains, picnic 

tables and grills. 

• The addition of a covered event shelter with electricity would better accommodate the many 

functions this park supports. 

• New playground equipment with barrier free surfacing is needed to replace the outdated equipment 

in this park. 

• The soccer ! eld does not currently meet regulation size requirements and changes should be 

considered to accommodate a full size ! eld, along with regrading and turf improvements. 

• Replacement of the older west pavilion should be considered.

• Resurface the tennis and basketball courts and add lighting. 

• Restoration of the riverbank to its natural state with controlled access points should be implemented 

in accordance with the River Protection Zone Ordinance. 

• Additional access points along the Thornapple to expand river use. 

• Kayak/ canoe launch should be improved with better signage and paved access from the parking 

area.

• Provide a trail connection under Broadway.

• Consider adding winter themed activities

Action C: Reduce or minimize operating costs

With budgets getting tighter and grants becoming more competitive, projects that can help reduce 

operating costs are a priority. Examples include: projects that increase e"  ciency in operations and 

reduce maintenance, removal or replacement of equipment or features that are costly or ine"  cient to 

maintain, projects that consider the use of alternative energy sources and use of recycled materials, and 

projects that could generate revenue.

Action D: Conserve, preserve, and enhance natural features and environmentally sensitive 

areas.

During the community outreach process, the community expressed a strong desire to further utilize and 

protect the City’s extensive natural areas and features, and to implement environmentally sustainable 

maintenance practices. This includes invasive species management, nature programming, additional 

trails including soft trails, use of native species, interpretive signage, using recycled materials and 

alternative sources of energy, and employing environmentally sustainable design and maintenance 

practices.

Action E: Planning for future parks and recreational needs

As the community continues to grow and change over time, the City continues to dedicate themselves 

to improving recreational o# erings for the community. The City understands that in order to continue 

to ensure that park and recreation o# erings adapt to and meet the needs of the growing community, 

they must be willing to continually invest in and look for new opportunities in parks and recreation 

programs, facilities, and services. This makes planning for future parks and recreation facilities a high 

priority. This is re$ ected in projects that spark or are a part of economic development, projects that seek 

opportunities for land acquisition, and the pursuit of additional funding mechanisms. The following are 
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examples of projects the City is considering to meet this focus:

New Regional Park

This City owned property is located on the west side of the City along the Thornapple River and much of 

the property is within the � oodplain. A master plan should be developed for this site in order to identify 

potential uses and associated costs. Preliminary ideas for the future park include the development of a 

trail head for the Riverwalk, add a boat launch area along the river, the addition of nature trails, and a 

potential athletic complex. 

Land Acquisition

The City will look for opportunities to purchase additional land for recreational or preservation purposes 

as it becomes available within the or adjacent to the City limits. This could include land for new sports 

� eld development, a new ice rink complex, new park, trail easements, and acreage available for parks 

in residential areas.

Farmers Market

According to the on-line community survey, the farmers market was the second highest used program 

in the City and the � fth ranked need for new facilities. Development of a dedicated market would 

include a dynamic space for food vendors, food trucks, and farmers with farm vehicle access to stalls.  

The market would include space for entertainment, dining, and outdoor cooking classes.  The market 

would include a section that can be enclosed in the colder months for small retail venues for more 

permanent market vendors. On o�  days when not used for the farmer’s market the area could be used 

as a festival site.

Winter Recreation

The on-line survey indicated that winter recreation is the second highest priority for programs to 

add to the City park system. Such activities include cross-country skiing, sledding, ice skating, and 

snowmobiling. The City is currently is developing plans for a new community ice rink.

Athletic Complex

It was conveyed during the public engagement process that there is a need for developing an athletic 

complex in order to provide additional � elds for the residents of the City.

Action F: Develop diverse, balanced, and innovative park facilities

Given that the City’s park system is a mature system, developing diverse park facilities and incorporating 

exciting new park features is a high priority for the City. This is also important given the City’s highest 

population group is those under 18. The following are examples of projects the City is considering in 

response to resident needs:

Kayak Livery / Boat Launch Sites

Tyden Park and Bliss Riverfront Park provide many opportunities to access the Thornapple River. as well 

as other City owned and adjacent to the river.  Developing new and improving existing access points 

to the river to develop liveries and/or boat launch sites will provide opportunities to enjoy the scenic 

beauty of the river. In addition, the development of a visitor information station and a kayak and � shing 

equipment rental facility could provide valuable services to the users.
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Edible Trail

Creating edible forest landscapes of fruit and nut trees, berry bushes, and more along the trail to 

encourage stops along the route to pause and enjoy nature, while enjoying some of what nature 

provides. The Edible Trail project could provide learning opportunities on nurturing the ecosystem 

while increasing access to local, sustainable food.

Outdoor Gym

An Outdoor Gym could be developed in parks including � tness equipment available all year for adult, 

children and the physically challenged.  This � tness area may be set with a forested area and encourage 

stretching and strength exercises to accompany walking and biking experiences.

Camp Grounds

Camping is currently one of the most participated in outdoor recreation activities in 2017 according 

to the 2018 Outdoor Participation Topline report. It was also conveyed during the public engagement 

process that there is a need for camping in the City, particularly along the Thornapple River, to 

accommodate various festivals and events that currently take place in the City. Camping also aligns 

with the many activities found in the park system including biking, � shing and trail walking/hiking.

Native American Interpretive Area

Future park expansions could include Native American cultural education interpretation, events, 

exhibitions and other activities.  The interpretation is planned in collaboration with the local tribe.

Other Miscellaneous Items

The following items were discussed as being desirable concepts worth further exploration during the 

public engagement process:

• Providing Wi-Fi services at park sites

• Development of a miracle/challenger � eld

• Increase park marketing and awareness e! orts

• Way� nding signs on the river

• Interpretive signs to tell the history of the City parks as well a " ora and fauna

• Programs centered around the Thornapple River

Action G: Continue to provide a diverse slate of programs for all ages and seasons

In addition to providing cutting edge park facilities, it is equally important to provide exciting programs 

and activities. This need was discussed during the community outreach process and the City recognizes 

the need for diverse programs that cover all ages and seasons.

Capital Improvement Plan
As stated in the Action Program, improvements and development will occur as funds and opportunities 

evolve. Assistance will be solicited from all available sources and will include both physical and � nancial 

support. Local businesses, service organizations, land developers, and governmental agencies will be 

solicited for monetary and material support. The City will also seek funding assistance from all available 
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sources such as trusts, charitable foundations, and all Federal and State funding programs. The Capital 

Improvement Plan shows a breakdown of the anticipated projects, priorities, estimated costs, and 

projected funding sources for the next � ve to 10 years. All projections are based upon year 2018 costs 

and will be re� ned as the program progresses. It should be noted that changes in the program may 

occur if projected funding levels increase or decrease, but it is anticipated that the changes would be 

related more to adjustments in the time schedule rather than speci� c projects. Refer to the Appendix 

for the Capital Improvement Plan.

Potential Funding Sources / Resource Partners

A variety of funding sources and resource partners may exist to assist with the implementation of 

proposed recreation projects. A summary of the primary sources are listed below:

Michigan Natural Resources Trust Fund

The MNRTF can provide assistance for the City’s outdoor recreation projects, including land acquisition 

and physical development of park facilities. This assistance is intended to bolster existing facilities, 

protect critical natural resources and establish new parkland. Development project grants may range 

between $15,000 and $300,000; there is no limit to acquisition requests. The minimum required local 

match is 25%.

Michigan Natural Resources Passport Grant

The Passport grant fund program is primarily focused on renovating and improving existing parks, 

however the development of new parks is considered eligible. The Minimum grant request is $7,500 

and the maximum grant request is $150,000. The minimum required local match is 25%.

Land and Water Conservation Fund

The LWCF is similar to the Trust Fund grant described above, in that it is meant to help fund land 

acquisition and park development. The minimum grant request amount is $30,000 and the maximum 

grant request amount is $300,000. The minimum required local match is 50%. Natural feature 

preservation has historically been the primary award criteria; and as such, this opportunity should 

especially be taken into account when planning for new passive recreation facilities. In addition, the 

LWCF now places emphasis on trails, “green” technology in outdoor recreation, universal design and 

coordination among recreation providers.

MDOT Transportation Alternatives Program (TAP)

The TAP fund is a grant program that funds non-motorized paths and streetscapes that enhance the 

community’s intermodal transportation system and provide safe alternative transportation options. 

The program uses federal funds to promote walkability, alternative transportation options, and place 

based economic development to improve the quality of life for communities. The minimum required 

local match is 20%.

City Funds

The general fund, a special millage, the parks budget, bonds, and the parks capital improvement 

account are possibilities to help fund new and improved facilities in the Township.
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Park Millage

A special millage can help the City generate funds for development, acquire park land, or to use as 

leverage for grant applications. 

Donations & Foundations 

Residents, property owners, businesses, and organizations will frequently contribute to causes that 

improve local quality of life. While these contributions are often pecuniary, they may also include land 

donations, volunteer services, or the gift of equipment or other facilities.

Clean Michigan Initiative Local Recreation Grants

The program provides funding for the development and renovation of indoor or outdoor public 

recreation facilities and infrastructure. The goal of the program is to enhance or develop recreational 

opportunities by improving or replacing an existing public facility, by meeting the recreational needs of 

the local residents, or by attracting tourists. Grants are awarded for non-acquisition projects in amounts 

between $15,000 to $750,000, based on the need for the project, capability of the local community to 

operate and maintain the improvement, and quality of the site and project design. 

Michigan Natural Resources Tree Planting Grants

Through the Michigan Department of Natural Resources (MDNR), there are two tree planting grant 

programs that will assist in funding park landscape enhancements and reforestation projects. Applicants 

must provide at least 50% of the total project cost.

• Arbor Day Mini-Grants. This mini-grant program is designed to provide information and technical 

assistance to municipal governments and volunteer groups for urban and community forest 

activities related to Arbor Day. Applications are due in July with maximum grant request of $20,000.

• Urban Community Forestry Program. This program provides the same services as above plus 

management plans, inventories and maintenance activities. These activities do not have to be 

related to Arbor Day. Applications are due in July with maximum grant requests of $20,000. 

Wetland Program Development

The goals of the Environmental Protection Agency’s wetland program and the Clean Water Action Plan 

are to increase the quantity and quality of wetlands in the U.S. by conservation and increasing wetland 

acreage, and improving wetland health. State, tribal, and local governmental agencies, interstate, 

intertribal, and local government associations are eligible to receive grant funds. Applications are due 

in the fall with a required 25% minimum local match. For more information, visit their website at: www.

epa.gov/owow/wetlands/grant guidelines.
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MINUTES OF MEETING

October 30, 2018

PROJECT: City of Hastings 5-Year Parks and Recreation Master Plan Update
MEETING DATE: October 25, 2018
VIRIDIS PROJECT #: 1844

Administered by: John McCann, VIRIDIS Design Group

PRESENT: See attached sign-in sheet

PURPOSE OF MEETING: Public Input Meeting

1. VIRIDIS gave a brief presentation which included a description of the following: the
purpose of the plan, the contents of the plan, the planning process, current park map and
acreage, and preliminary survey results from the on-line survey.

2. The meeting attendees were organized into five small working groups. VIRIDIS provided
instructions for the group work which included nominating a scribe/spokesperson,
providing and recording ideas discussed for each provided question, and identifying the
top idea choices for each question.

3. Group work
a. Each group was provided a series of 4 questions and asked to provide ideas for

each. Each group was given 10 minutes to discuss each question. VIRIDIS sat in
each group to facilitate the discussions.

b. When each group completed all the questions on their own, all the groups
reconvened as one group and shared the ideas that were discussed. VIRIDIS
recorded all of the comments on a large pad for all to see.

4. Group work results
a. Question #1 - What are three ways the City can improve the parks and recreation

system (listed in order of most voted)?
i. Trail connections between parks
ii. Camping for bicyclists and campers
iii. Awareness campaign
iv. Playgrounds
v. Way-finding signage including on water
vi. Sports complex
vii. Accessible play equipment
viii. Year-round facilities
ix. Parks in NE part of City
x. Promote parks on social media
xi. Programs in parks
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xii. Game tables (chess/checkers)
xiii. Adult soccer leagues
xiv. Rollerskating
xv. Increase river access
xvi. Increase spending on parks
xvii. Explore fundraising / partnership opportunities
xviii. Long term development vision
xix. Exercise classes

b. Question #2 - What type of new and innovative park amenities should the City
consider adding to the park system (listed in order of most voted)?

i. Restrooms at all parks
ii. Lighting
iii. Adopt a sign by local businesses
iv. Universally accessible playground equipment
v. New playground equipment
vi. Food forest / community gardens
vii. Security and lighting
viii. Keep parks open at night and add lighting
ix. Fitness trails with exercise stations
x. Low maintenance restrooms
xi. Sports Complex
xii. Boat access areas in parks
xiii. Themes for parks
xiv. Endowment for trails/parks
xv. Variety in play structures
xvi. Bike repair stations
xvii. Expand trails
xviii. Interpretive signs with themes
xix. Partnerships to pay for maintenance
xx. Biodiversity
xxi. Community service events for youth

c. Question #3 - What cultural / historical based recreational amenities would
interest you (listed in order of most voted)?

i. Interpretive signs to tell history of parks
ii. Campground
iii. Native American center
iv. More activities at Thornapple Park
v. Additional support for Charleton Park
vi. Shuffleboard
vii. Cross country skiing
viii. Climbing wall
ix. Food market
x. Programming on trails (trick or treat/adult events)
xi. Downtown window displays
xii. Block party
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xiii. Encourage trade school partnerships

d. Question #4 - What are three long term goals the City should focus on related to
parks and recreation (listed in order of most voted)?

i. Sports Complex
ii. Security (lighting, cameras)
iii. Smart phone app
iv. Design for sensory needs
v. Looping in parks for recognition
vi. Be the center point on a regional trail
vii. Collaborations with businesses / special interest groups
viii. Enhance Sweezy’s pond
ix. Regional trails
x. Park awareness maps
xi. Restroom facilities along river
xii. Signage for river, for users to know where they are
xiii. Preserve green space
xiv. Attract / maintain residents
xv. Fundraising
xvi. Community scout team to visit other parks for ideas
xvii. Increase trail system
xviii. Update playground equipment
xix. Cleaner facilities
xx. Maintenance plan
xxi. Brochures, maps, apps for parks
xxii. Ingress/egress signs for river
xxiii. Distance signs on trails and river
xxiv. Information kiosks

5. Final voting
a. After all the ideas were shared and recorded, each meeting attendee was provided

with 5 colored dots. Attendees were asked to place dots next to the ideas that they
thought were most important. The only rule was that only three dots could be
placed on any one item. The bold items listed above indicate the top five most
voted for ideas for each question.

b. After voting the meeting was adjourned.

These minutes are VIRIDIS Design Group’s interpretation of discussions and conclusions from the
referenced meeting. Please contact our office within 5 business days if corrections need to be
made.

Respectfully submitted,

VIRIDIS Design Group
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John McCann, LLA, ASLA, LEED AP
Senior Landscape Architect

CC: Lee Hays, City of Hastings
Jeff Mansfield, City of Hastings



City of Hastings

NOTICE OF PUBLIC MEETING

For

Public Input/Comment

2019 Parks and Recreation Plan Update

The City of Hastings will hold a public meeting on Thursday,

October 25, 2018 at 6:00 p.m. in the Hatchery Building within

Fish Hatchery Park in Hastings (1011 W Green Street in

Hastings).

The purpose of the public meeting is to gather input on current

and future goals for parks, recreation, and trails within the City

of Hastings. The comments and ideas received from this

meeting will be used to help develop the 2019 Parks and

Recreation Master Plan. Further information is available by

contacting Hastings City Hall at 269-945-2468, or

LHays@hastingsmi.org. Comments may be submitted in writing

or made in person at the public input meeting. A short survey is

also available online at:

https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/JKH5FFZ

Lee Hays

Director of Public Services

Please publish in the October 11 and 18, 2018 edition of the

Hastings Banner.

Received by ____________________ on ________________ as

representative of the Hastings Banner.



Join Us!  

October 25, 2018 

6:00 ‐ 7:00 pm 

Hatchery Building, Fish Hatchery Park  

 

To provide feedback on Parks and  

Recreation in the City of Hastings.   

This meeting will help guide future 
plans and development.  

 

An online survey is available at: 

h ps://www.surveymonkey.com/r/JKH5FFZ    



City of Hastings – 5 Year Parks and Recreation Master

Plan Update

Notice of Plan Availability for Public Review and

Comment

A draft of the 5 Year Parks and Recreation Master Plan

Update for the City of Hastings will be available for

public review and comment for 30 days starting on

December 13th at 12 noon. Anyone interested may

review the plan and forward comments.

Written comments may be sent to The City of Hastings,

201 E. State St, Hastings MI 49058 c/o Lee Hays.

Email comments may be sent to lhays@hastingsmi.org

Copies of the plan are on file at the following locations:

Hastings City Hall, 201 E. State St.

Hastings Public Library, 227 E. State St.

The plan is also available for viewing on line at:

https://hastingsmi.org/

For more information contact:

Lee Hays, Director of Public Services

269-945-2468

Please publish in the December 13, 2018 edition of the Hastings Banner.

Received by ____________________ on ________________ as representative

of the Hastings Banner.



February 1, 2019

James McManus, Director
Barry County Planning and Zoning
Barry County Court House - Ground Floor
220 W. State St
Hastings, MI 49058

Dear Mr. McManus:

Enclosed for your review is a copy of the updated City of Hastings 2019 Park and Recreation
Master Plan adopted by the City Council on January 28, 2019. The plan has recently been
developed and we would appreciate your review and any comments you have concerning the
Plan’s contents. We are submitting this plan in accordance with the Michigan Department of
Natural Resources’ guidelines for preparing a community recreation plan.

If you need additional information, please feel free to call.

Sincerely,

John McCann, LLA, LEED AP, ASLA
Principal Landscape Architect

Cc: Lee Hays, Director of Public Services



February 1, 2019

Lee Adams
Southcentral Michigan Planning Council
300 South Westnedge Avenue
Kalamazoo, MI 49007

Dear Mr. Adams:

Enclosed for your review is a copy of the updated City of Hastings 2019 Park and Recreation
Master Plan adopted by the City Council on January 28, 2019. The plan has been recently
updated and we would appreciate your review and any comments you have concerning the
Plan’s contents. We are submitting this plan in accordance with the Michigan Department of
Natural Resources’ guidelines for preparing a community recreation plan.

If you need additional information, please feel free to call.

Sincerely,

John McCann, LLA, LEED AP, ASLA

Principal Landscape Architect

Cc: Lee Hays, Director of Public Services



Michigan Department of Natural Resources - Grants Management 

PUBLIC OUTDOOR RECREATION GRANT 

POST-COMPLETION SELF-CERTIFICATION REPORT 
This information required under authority of Part 19, PA 451 of 1994, as amended; 

the Land and Water Conservation Fund Act of 1965, 78 Stat. 897 (1964) ; and Part 715, of PA 451 of 1994, as amended. 

GRANT TYPE: 0 MICHIGAN NATURAL RESOURCES TRUST FUND 
(Please select one) LJ LAND AND WATER CONSERVATION FUND 

0 CLEAN MICHIGAN INITIATIVE 

0 RECREATION PASSPORT ~ BOND FUND 

GRANTEE: City of Hastings 

PROJECT NUMBER: BF92- 298 PROJECT T YPE: Development -------------- -------------------

PROJECT TITLE: Tyden Park Rennovations 

Address 

201 E State St 
City, State, ZIP 

Hastings, MI 49058 

SITE DEVELOPMENT 
- - -

Telephone 

269-945-2468 
Email 

lhays@hastingsmi.org 

Any change(s) in the facility type, site layout, or recreation activities provided? 
If yes, please describe change(s) . 

Trails, restroom building, overlook decks, ped bridge added 

Has any portion of the project site been converted to a use other than outdoor recreation? If yes, please 
describe what portion and describe use. (This would include cell towers and any non-recreation 

Public Works 

~ Yes O No 

buildings.) D Yes ~ No 

Are any of the facilities obsolete? If yes, please explain. D Yes ~ No 

SITE QUALITY 

ls there a park entry sign which identifies the property or facility as a public recreation area? 
If yes, please provide a photograph of the sign. If no, please explain. C:<j Yes D No 

Are the facilities and the site being properly maintained? If no, please explain. ~ Yes n No 

Is vandalism a problem at this site? If yes, explain the measures being taken to prevent or minimize vandalism. D Yes [Xi No 

Page 1 PR1 944 (Rev. 07/07/2014) 



POST COMPLETION SELF-CERTIFICATION REPORT - CONT'D 

Is maintenance scheduled on a regular basis? If yes, give schedule. If no, please explain. !Zi Yes LJ No 

Periodic clean up/ trash removal along trail, mowing, and landscape upkeep. 

Periodic inspection by maintenance crew. 

GENERAL 

Is a Program Recognition plaque permanently displayed at the site? If yes, please provide a 
photograph. (Not required for Bond Fund Grants) 

Is any segment of the general public restricted from using the site or facilities? 
(i.e. resident only, league only, boaters only, etc.) If yes, please explain. 

Is a fee charged for use of the site or facilities? If yes, please provide fee structure. 

What are the hours and seasons for availability of the site? 

Open dawn to dusk 

COMMENTS (ATTACH SEPARATE SHEET IF MORE SPACE IS NEEDED) 

Page 2 

O Yes O No [8:] N/A 

O Yes IZi No 

O Yes [:g] No 

PR!944 (Rev. 07/07/2014) 



POST COMPLETION SELF-CERTIFICATION REPORT - CONT'D 
CERTIFICATION• 

I do hereby certify that I am duly elected, appointed and/or authorized by the Grantee named above and that the information 
and answers provided herein are true and accurate to the best of my personal knowledge, information and belief. 

Please print 

01,ep'[ A:. H1cu 
Please p1int 

Send completed report to: POST COMPLETION GRANT INSPECTION REPORTS 
GRANTS MANAGEMENT 
MICHIGAN DEPARTMENT OF NATURAL RESOURCES 
PO BOX 30425 
LANSING Ml 48909-7925 

Page 3 

''-'''1 Ito, SL 
Date ' ' 

/;-1;/-Jlt;1{ 
Date 

PR 1944 (Rev. 07/07/201 4) 



Michigan Department of Natural Resources - Grants Management 

PUBLIC OUTDOOR RECREATION GRANT 

POST-COMPLETION SELF-CERTIFICATION REPORT 
This information required under authority of Part 19, PA 451 of 1994, as amended; 

the Land and Water Conservation Fund Act of 1965, 78 Stat. 897 (1964) ; and Part 715, of PA 451 of 1994, as amended. 

GRANT TYPE: ~ MICHIGAN NATURAL RESOURCES TRUST FUND 
(Please select one) 0 LAND AND WATER CONSERVATION FUND 

0 CLEAN MICHIGAN INITIATIVE 

lJ RECREATION PASSPORT O BOND FUND 

GRANTEE: City of Hastings 

PROJECT NUMBER: TFll-080 PROJECT T YPE: Development 

PROJECT TITLE: Tyden Park Riverwalk Trail Extension 

Address 

201 E State St 
City, State, ZIP 

Hastings, MI 49058 

SITE DEVELOPMENT 

Telephone 

269-945-2468 
Email 

lhays@hastingsmi.org 

Public Works 

- - - -

Any change(s) in the facility type, site layout, or recreation activities provided? 
If yes, please describe change(s). 0 Yes ~ No 

Has any portion of the project site been converted to a use other than outdoor recreation? If yes, please 
describe what portion and describe use. (This would include cell towers and any non-recreation 
buildings.) D Yes iZ] No 

Are any of the facilities obsolete? If yes, please explain . C~ Yes C:sl No 

~ITE QUALITY _ _ _ _ _ _ 

Is there a park entry sign which identifies the property or facility as a public recreation area? 
If yes, please provide a photograph of the sign. If no, please explain. Yes 1-l No 

Access to this trail can be from Tyden Park . Tyden Park sign was part of this grant 

Are the facilities and the site being properly maintained? If no, please explain. ~ : Yes I__: No 

Is vandalism a problem at this site? If yes, explain the measures being taken to prevent or minimize vandalism. ~ Yes No 
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POST COMPLETION SELF-CERTIFICATION REPORT - CONT'D 

Is maintenance scheduled on a regular basis? If yes. give schedule. If no, please explain. [g] Yes O No 
Periodic clean up/ trash removal along trail, mowing, and landscape upkeep. 

Periodic inspection by maintenance crew. 

GENERAL 

Is a Program Recognition plaque permanently displayed at the site? If yes. please provide a 
photograph. (Not required for Bond Fund Grants) 

Is any segment of the general public restricted from using the site or facilities? 
{i.e. resident only, league only. boaters only, etc.) If yes. please explain. 

Is a fee charged for use of the site or facilities? If yes, please provide fee structure. 

What are the hours and seasons for availability of the site? 

Open year-round 

COMMENTS (ATTACH SEPARATE SHEET IF MORE SPACE IS NEEDED) 

Page 2 

~ Yes D No C N/A 

D Yes [8'.l No 

D Yes ~ No 

PR1944 (Rev. 07/07/201 4) 



POST COMPLETION SELF-CERTIFICATION REPORT - CONT'D 

CERTIFICATION 

I do hereby certify that I am duly elected, appointed and/or authorized by the Grantee named above and that the information 
and answers provided herein are true and accurate to the best of my personal knowledge, information and belief. 

Please print 

u 
Send completed report to: POST COMPLETION GRANT INSPECTION REPORTS 

GRANTS MANAGEMENT 
MICHIGAN DEPARTMENT OF NATURAL RESOURCES 
PO BOX 30425 
LANSING Ml 48909-7925 

Page 3 

/,)-jtf:.-./01i 
Date · 
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Michigan Department of Natural Resources - Grants Management 

PUBLIC OUTDOOR RECREATION GRANT 

POST-COMPLETION SELF-CERTIFICATION REPORT 
This information required under authority of Part 19, PA 451 of 1994, as amended; 

the Land and Water Conservation Fund Act of 1965, 78 Stat. 897 (1964) ; and Part 715, of PA 451 of 1994, as amended. 

GRANT TYPE: ~ MICHIGAN NATURAL RESOURCES TRUST FUND 
(Please select one) 0 LAND AND WATER CONSERVATION FUND 

0 CLEAN MICHIGAN INITIATIVE 
i_J RECREATION PASSPORT O BOND FUND 

GRANTEE: City of Hastings 

PROJECT NUMBER: TF09- l ll PROJECT TYPE: Development 
-------------------

PROJECT TITLE: Hastings Ri verwalk Development 

Address 

201 E State St 
City. State, ZIP 

Hastings, MI 49058 

SITE DEVELOPMENT 

Telephone 

269-945-2468 
Email 
lhays@hastingsmi.org 

site furnish 

Puhl ic Works 

- - - -

Any change(s) in the facility type, site layout, or recreation activities provided? 
If yes, please describe change(s). 0 Yes [gJ No 

Has any portion of the project site been converted to a use other than outdoor recreation? If yes, please 
describe what portion and describe use. (This would include cell towers and any non-recreation 
buildings.) LJ Yes [gJ No 

Are any of the facilities obsolete? If yes, please explain. O Yes [g) No 

~ITE QUALITY _ _ _ 

Is there a park entry sign which identifies the property or facility as a public recreation area? 
If yes, please provide a photograph of the sign. If no, please explain. 1_ Yes No 

Linear park/ path, there are banners along path ide ntifying trail and there are 

trail maps located along the trail 

Are the facilities and the site being properly maintained? If no, please explain. ~~ Yes U No 

ls vandalism a problem at this site? If yes, explain the measures being taken to prevent or minimize vandalism. i; Yes No 

Page l PR1 944 (Rev. 07/07/2014) 



POST COMPLETION SELF-CERTIFICATION REPORT - CONT'D 

Is maintenance scheduled on a regular basis? If yes, give schedule. If no, please explain. iZ Yes O No 

Periodic clean up/ trash removal along trail, mowing, and landscape upkeep. 

Is a Program Recognition plaque permanently displayed at the site? If yes, please provide a 
photograph. (Not required for Bond Fund Grants) 

Is any segment of the general public restricted from using the site or facilities? 
(i.e. resident only, league only, boaters only, etc.) If yes, please explain. 

Is a fee charged for use of the site or facilities? If yes, please provide fee structure. 

What are the hours and seasons for availability of the site? 

Open 

Page 2 

~ Yes 0 No O N/A 

O Yes [2,] No 

C:::: Yes !'8l No 

PRl944 (Rev. 071071201 4) 



POST COMPLETION SELF-CERTIFICATION REPORT - CONT'D 

CERTIFICATION 

I do hereby certify that I am duly elected, appointed and/or authorized by the Grantee named above and that the information 
and answers provided herein are true and accurate to the best of my personal knowledge, information and belief. 

Please print 

Please'print 

Send completed report to: 

Grantee Authorized Signature 

POST COMPLETION GRANT INSPECTION REPORTS 
GRANTS MANAGEMENT 
MICHIGAN DEPARTMENT OF NATURAL RESOURCES 
PO BOX 30425 
LANSING Ml 48909-7925 

Page 3 
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Michigan Department of Natural Resources - Grants Management 

PUBLIC OUTDOOR RECREATION GRANT 

POST-COMPLETION SELF-CERTIFICATION REPORT 
This information required under authority of Part 19, PA 451 of 1994. as amended; 

the Land and Water Conservation Fund Act of 1965, 78 Stat. 897 (1964) ; and Part 715 . of PA 451 of 1994, as amended. 

0 CLEAN MICHIGAN INITIATIVE GRANT TYPE: ~ MICHIGAN NATURAL RESOURCES TRUST FUND 
(Please select one) 0 LAND AND WATER CONSERVATION FUND LJ RECREATION PASSPORT t_, BOND FUND 

GRANTEE: City of Hastings 

PROJECT NUMBER: TF99 - 283 PROJECT T YPE: Development 
------------ - -

PROJECT TITLE: Hastings Riverwalk Development 

restrooms, 1view deck 

Address 

201 E State St 
City, State, ZIP 

Hastings, MI 49058 

SITE DEVELOPMENT 

Telephone 

269-945-2468 
Email 
lhays@hastingsmi.org 

I 

Works 

- -

Any change(s) in the facility type, site layout, or recreation activities provided? 
If yes, please describe change(s). D Yes [gj No 

Has any portion of the project site been converted to a use other than outdoor recreation? If yes, pleasb 
describe what portion and describe use. (This would include cell towers and any non-recreation 
buildings.) 0 Yes ~ No 

Are any of the facilities obsolete? If yes, please explain. L:: Yes 18.] No 

SITE QUALITY _ 

Is there a park entry sign which identifies the property or facility as a public recreation area? 
If yes. please provide a photograph of the sign. If no, please explain. "I Yes i : No 

Are the facilities and the site being properly maintained? If no, please explain. ':: Yes i ,No 

ls vandalism a problem at this site? If yes, explain the measures being taken to prevent or minimize vandalism. 1-::: Yes No 
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POST COMPLETION SELF-CERTIFICATION REPORT - CONT'D 

Is maintenance scheduled on a regular basis? If yes, give schedule. If no, please explain. ~ Yes D No 

Periodic clean up/ trash removal along trail, mowing, and landscape upkeep. I 

Periodic inspection by maintenance crew. ) 

GENERAL 

Is a Program Recognition plaque permanently displayed at the site? If yes, please provide a I 
photograph. (Not required for Bond Fund Grants) 0 ~es O No O N/A 

Is any segment of the general public restricted from using the site or facilities? 
(i.e. resident only, league only, boaters only, etc.) If yes, please explain. O Yes ~ No 

I 
I 

Is a fee charged for use of the site or facilities? If yes, please provide fee structure. n Yes [gj No 

I 

What are the hours and seasons for availability of the site? 

I Open dawn to dusk 

COMMENTS (ATTACH SEPARATE SHEET IF MORE SPACE IS NEEDED) 
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POST COMPLETION SELF-CERTIFICATION REPORT - CONT'D 
CERTIFICATION 

I do hereby certify that I am duly elected, appointed and/or authorized by the Grantee named above and that the information 
and answers provided herein are true and accurate to the best of my personal knowledge, information and belief. 

Please print 

Please print 

Send completed report to: 

Grantee Authorized Signature 

POST COMPLETION GRANT INSPECTION REPORTS 
GRANTS MANAGEMENT 
MICHIGAN DEPARTMENT OF NATU RAL RESOURCES 
PO BOX 30425 
LANSING Ml 48909-7925 
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Michigan Department of Natural Resources - Grants Management 

PUBLIC OUTDOOR RECREATION GRANT 

POST-COMPLETION SELF-CERTIFICATION REPORT 
This information required under authority of Part 19, PA 451 of 1994, as amended; 

the Land and Water Conservation Fund Act of 1965, 78 Stat. 897 (1964) ; and Pait 715, of PA 451 of 1994, as amended. 

GRANT TYPE: 0 MICHIGAN NATURAL RESOURCES TRUST FUND 

(Please select one) ~ LAND AND WATER CONSERVATION FUND 
0 CLEAN MICHIGAN INITIATIVE 

L_J RECREATION PASSPORT O BOND FUND 

GRANTEE: City of Hastings 

PROJECT NUMBER: 26-01424 -------------

PROJECT TITLE: Fish Hatchery Park 

Address 

201 E State St 
City, State, ZIP 

Hastings, MI 49058 

PROJECT TYPE: Development 

Telephone 

269-945-2468 
Email 

lhays@hastingsmi.org 

SITE DEVELOPMENT _ _ _ I __ 

Any change(s) in the facility type, site layout, or recreation activities provided? 

Public Works 

If yes, please describe change(s). D Yes ~ No 

Has any portion of the project site been converted to a use other than outdoor recreation? If yes, please 
describe what portion and describe use. (This would include cell towers and any non-recreation 
buildings.) D Yes ~ No 

Are any of the facilities obsolete? If yes, please explain. LJ Yes [SJ No 

SITE QUALITY _ _ _ _ _ 1 

ls there a park entry sign which identifies the property or facility as a public recreation area? 
If yes, please provide a photograph of the sign. If no, please explain. ~ Yes IJ No 

Are the facilities and the site being properly maintained? If no, please explain. 

ls vandalism a problem at this site? If yes. explain the measures being taken to prevent or minimize vandalism. 1-.::_ Yes iZ No 
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POST COMPLETION SELF-CERTIFICATION REPORT - CONT'D 

Is maintenance scheduled on a regular basis? If yes, give schedule. If no, please explain. 

Bi-weekly mowing, restroom cleaning, trash pick up. 

Periodic inspection by maintenance crew. 

GENERAL 

Is a Program Recognition plaque permanently displayed at the site? If yes, please provide a 
photograph. (Not required for Bond Fund Grants) 

Is any segment of the general public restricted from using the site or facilities? 
(i.e. resident only, league only, boaters only, etc.) If yes, please explain. 

ls a fee charged for use of the site or facilities? If yes, please provide fee structure. 

What are the hours and seasons for availability of the site? 

Open dawn to dusk 

COMMENTS (ATTACH SEPARATE SHEET IF MORE SPACE IS NEEDED) 

Page 2 

iZ] Yes [] No 

~ Yes D No O N/A 

O Yes [g] No 

n Yes ~ No 
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POST COMPLETION SELF-CERTIFICATION REPORT - CONT'D 
CERTIFICATION 

I do hereby certify that I am duly elected, appointed and/or authorized by the Grantee named above and thl t the information 
and answers provided herein are true and accurate to the best of my personal knowledge, information and belief. 

Please print 

Please print 

Send completed report to: 

Grantee Authorized Sigrt'ature 
r 

~ { ilv 
/ W~ nature 
; i '} 
\ ... / 

POST COMPLETION GRANT INSPECTION REPORTS 
GRANTS MANAGEMENT 
MICHIGAN DEPARTMENT OF NATU RAL RESOURCES 
PO BOX 30425 
LANSING Ml 48909-7925 
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Date! 
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Michigan Department of Natural Resources - Grants Management 

PUBLIC OUTDOOR RECREATION GRANT 

POST-COMPLETION SELF-CERTIFICATION REPORT 
This information required under authority of Part 19, PA 451 of 1994, as amended; 

the Land and Water Conservation Fund Act of 1965, 78 Stat. 897 (1964); and Part 71 5, of PA 451 of 1994, as amended. 

GRANT TYPE: n MICHIGAN NATURAL RESOURCES TRUST FUND O CLEAN MICHIGAN lNITIAT~ E 
(Please select one) ~ LAND AND WATER CONSERVATION FUND [J RECREATION PASSPORT LJ BOND FUND 

GRANTEE: City of Hastings 

PROJECT NUMBER: 26-00837 --------------

PROJECT TITLE: Fish Hatchery Park 

Address 

201 E State St 
City, State, ZIP 

Hastings, MI 49058 

SITE DEVELOPMENT 

PROJECT T YPE: Development 

Telephone 

269-945-2468 
Email 

lhays@hastingsmi.org 

- - - -

Any change(s) in the facility type, site layout, or recreation activities provided? 
If yes, please describe change(s). 

Public Works 

IZJ Yes D No 

Addition of tennis, soccer, basketball, horse shoe p its, picnic shelter, restrooms 

concessi on, utilities, trails, walkways, playground , parking, passive play I 
Has any portion of the project site been converted to a use other than outdoor recreation? If yes, please 
describe what portion and describe use. (This would include cell towers and any non-recreation 
buildings.) D Yes ~ No 

Are any of the facilities obsolete? If yes, please explain. 

Horseshoe pits removed due to nonuse 

SITE QUALITY 

Is there a park entry sign which identifies the property or facility as a public recreation area? 
If yes, please provide a photograph of the sign. If no, please explain. 

Are the facilities and the site being properly maintained? If no, please explain. 

I 
I 

Is vandalism a problem at this site? If yes, explain the measures being taken to prevent or minimize vandalism. 

Page 1 

~ Yes ·- No 

"J Yes :_: No 

· ·. Yes 1-- No 

L_ Yes :-X.. No 
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POST COMPLETION SELF-CERTIFICATION REPORT - CONT'D 

Is maintenance scheduled on a regular basis? If yes, give schedule. If no, please explain. [ZJ Yes D No 

Bi-Weekly mowing and field maintenance, cleaning of restrooms, and trash removal. 

Periodic inspection by maintenance crew. 

GENERAL 

Is a Program Recognition plaque permanently displayed at the site? If yes, please provide a 
photograph. (Not required for Bond Fund Grants) 

Is any segment of the general public restricted from using the site or facilities? 
(i.e. resident only, league only, boaters only, etc.) If yes, please explain. 

Is a fee charged for use of the site or facilities? If yes, please provide fee structure. 

What are the hours and seasons for availability of the site? 

Open dawn to dusk 

COMMENTS (ATTACH SEPARATE SHEET IF MORE SPACE IS NEEDED) 
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l?:<J Yes O No O N/A 

D Yes l?:<J No 

D Yes ~ No 
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POST COMPLETION SELF-CERTIFICATION REPORT - CONT'D 
CERTIFICATIOl\t 

I do hereby certify that I am duly elected, appointed and/or authorized by the Grantee named above and thl t the information 
and answers provided herein are true and accurate to the best of my personal knowledge, information and belief. 

Lex Hott. v S 
Please print 

\JUJ)vf .A - il1cks. 
Please print 

Send completed report to: 

Grantee Authorized Signature 

( ' V 

\___,) 
POST COMPLETION GRANT INSPECTION REPORTS 
GRANTS MANAGEMENT 
MICHIGAN DEPARTMENT OF NATURAL RESOURCES 
PO BOX 30425 
LANSING Ml 48909-7925 
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Michigan Department of Natural Resources-Grants Management

COMMUNITY PARK, RECREATION, OPEN SPACE, AND

GREENWAY PLAN CERTIFICATION CHECKLIST
By Authority of Parts 19, 703 and 716 of Act 451, P.A. 1994, as amended, submission of this

information is required for eligibility to apply for grants

INSTRUCTIONS: Complete, obtain certification signatures and submit this checklist with a locally adopted recreation plan.

All recreation plans are required to meet the content and local approval standards listed in this checklist and as outlined in
the Guidelines for the Development of Community Park, Recreation, Open Space and Greenway Plans provided by the
Michigan Department of Natural Resources (DNR). Plans must be submitted to the DNR with a completed checklist that
has been signed by an authorized official(s) of the local unit of government(s) submitting the plan. Plans may be submitted
at any time of the year, but no later than March 1 of the year the local unit of government is applying for grants.

PLAN INFORMATION

Name of Plan:

Delta Township 2018-2022 Parks and Recreation Master Plan Update

List the community names (including school districts) that are covered under

the plan and have passed a resolution adopting the plan.
County

Month and year plan adopted by the
community’s governing body

Hastings City Council Barry January 2019

PLAN CONTENT

INSTRUCTIONS: Please check each box to certify that the listed information is included in the final plan.

1. COMMUNITY DESCRIPTION

2. ADMINISTRATIVE STRUCTURE

Roles of Commission(s) or Advisory Board(s)

Department, Authority and/or Staff Description and Organizational Chart

Annual and Projected Budgets for Operations, Maintenance, Capital Improvements and Recreation
Programming

Current Funding Sources

Role of Volunteers

Relationship(s) with School Districts, Other Public Agencies or Private Organizations

Regional Authorities or Trailway Commissions Only:

Description of the Relationship between the Authority or Commission and the Recreation Departments of

Participating Communities

Articles of Incorporation

3. RECREATION INVENTORY

Description of Methods Used to Conduct the Inventory

Inventory of all Community Owned Parks and Recreation Facilities

Location Maps (site development plans recommended but not required)

Accessibility Assessment

Status Report for all Grant-Assisted Parks and Recreation Facilities

Waterways Inventory (if applicable)

4. RESOURCE INVENTORY (OPTIONAL)

5. DESCRIPTION OF THE PLANNING PROCESS
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6. DESCRIPTION OF THE PUBLIC INPUT PROCESS

Description of the Method(s) Used to Solicit Public Input Before or During Preparation of the Plan, Including a
Copy of the Survey or Meeting Agenda and a Summary of the Responses Received

Copy of the Notice of the Availability of the Draft Plan for Public Review and Comment

Date of the Notice 12/11/18

Type of Notice Press release/newspaper

Plan Location City Hall, Website, Library

Duration of Draft Plan Public Review Period (Must be at Least 30 Days) 12/13/18 - 1/11/19

Copy of the Notice for the Public Meeting Held after the One Month Public Review Period and Before the
Plan’s Adoption by the Governing Body(ies)
Date of Notice 1/XX/19

Name of Newspaper Hastings Banner

Date of Meeting 1/28/19

Copy of the Minutes from the Public Meeting

7. GOALS AND OBJECTIVES

8. ACTION PROGRAM

9. POST-COMPLETION SELF-CERTIFICATION REPORT(S)

PLAN ADOPTION DOCUMENTATION

APPROVAL DOCUMENTATION: For multi-jurisdictional plans, each local unit of government must pass a resolution
adopting the plan. Prepare and attach a separate page for each unit of government included in the plan.

1. Official resolution of adoption by the governing body dated: 1/28/19

2. Official resolution of the Commission or Board,

recommending adoption of the plan by the governing body, dated:

3. Copy of letter transmitting adopted plan to County Planning Agency dated: 2/1/19

4. Copy of letter transmitting adopted plan to Regional Planning Agency dated: 2/1/19

OVERALL CERTIFICATION

NOTE: For multi-jurisdictional plans, Overall Certification must include the signature of each local unit of government.
Prepare and attach a separate signature page for each unit of government included in the plan.

I hereby certify that the recreation plan for

includes the required content, as indicated
(Local Unit of Government)

above and as set forth by the DNR.

Authorized Official for the Local Unit of Government Date

This completed checklist must be uploaded in MiRecGrants.


