
 

 

 HASTINGS PLANNING COMMISSION 

 C O M M U N I C A T I O N 
 
 
DATE:  October 31, 2019 

 

TO:  Members of the Planning Commission and Staff  

       

FROM:  Jerry Czarnecki 

 

SUBJECT: Information – November 4, 2019 Planning Commission Meeting.   

 

Items on the agenda for the regular meeting of the Planning Commission include: 

 

Public Hearing 

 

Item 5.A. A public hearing will be held to solicit comment regarding a text amendment to 

Section 90-774(5) minimum requirement for dwellings outside mobile home parks 

pertaining to basements. 

Old Business 

 

Item 6.A.   Jerry will provide a brief update on the activities of the Joint Planning Alliance 

(JPA) and the Joint Planning Commission (JPC).  

 

Item 6.B.  We will be prepared to very briefly discuss the updated list of general work tasks 

to be accomplished by the Planning Commission in 2018.   

 

Item 6.C.  Rebecca will provide a status report on the progress of the Part II of the Master 

Plan Update.   

 

Item 6.D. Dan will provide an update on the progress of projects previously approved by 

the Planning Commission subject to contingencies.     
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HASTINGS PLANNING COMMISSION 

A G E N D A 

Monday November 4, 2019 

1. Call to Order/Roll Call (Regular meeting starts at 7:00 p.m.) 

2.   Pledge of Allegiance 

3. Approval / additions / deletions to agenda 

4. Approval of Minutes – October 7, 2019 Regular Draft Meeting Minutes of the Planning  
Commission.* 

 

 Receive and Place on File: 

A.  October 02, 2019 Draft Rutland Township Planning Commission Draft Meeting Minutes.* 

B.  October 15, 2019 Zoning Board of Appeals Meeting Cancelation Notice.* 
C.  October 17, 2019 Downtown Development Authority Draft Meeting Minutes.* 

D.  October 24, 2019 Local Development Finance Authority Meeting Minutes.* 

E. October 16, 2019 Joint Planning Commission Meeting Cancelation Notice* 
 F. Joint Planning Alliance will meet again November 18, 2019. 

  
5. Public Hearings:  

 
A.       Public hearing to solicit comment regarding text amendment change to Section 90-774 (5) 

      minimum requirement for dwellings outside mobile home parks pertaining to basements. 

 
6. Unfinished Business:   

 
 A. Receive JPA / JPC Update.     

B. Consider Planning Commission 2019 General Work Task List.* 

C.  Master Plan Part II Status Report. 
D. Report Regarding Tracking of Terms and Conditions Imposed by the Planning 

Commission.* 
 

7.  New Business:  

  
8. Open public discussion and comments 

 
9. Commission comments 

 
10. Adjourn 

 

 
*Indicates attachment 
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CITY OF HASTINGS 

 DRAFT PLANNING COMMISSION MEETING MINUTES 

October 7, 2019 

 

Members present:   Brehm, Tossava, Czarnecki, Bowers, Resseguie, Maurer, McLean, Hatfield. 

 

Members absent:  Foster.  

 

Other staff present:  King, Gergen, Harvey. 

 

The meeting was called to order at 7:00 p.m. by Chairman Hatfield. 

 

Hatfield called the roll.   

 

Those present recited the Pledge of Allegiance.   

 

Hatfield asked for comment regarding the draft agenda for tonight’s meeting.  No comment was 

forwarded. 

 

Motion by Bowers, second by Maurer to approve the agenda for tonight’s meeting as amended.   

 

Motion carried. 

 

Hatfield asked for comment regarding the draft minutes of the September 3, 2019 regular meeting 

of the Hastings Planning Commission, the draft minutes of the September 4, 2019 meeting of the 

Rutland Township Planning Commission, the September 17, 2019 cancellation notice of the 

Zoning Board of Appeals meeting, the draft minutes for the September 18, 2019 Downtown 

Development Authority meeting, the draft minutes for the September 26, 2019 meeting of the Local 

Development Finance Authority, the cancellation notice of the September 18, 2019 meeting of the 

Joint Planning Commission, and the draft minutes of the September 16, 2019 meeting of the Joint 

Planning Alliance.  No comment was forwarded.   

 

Motion by Tossava, second by Bowers to approve and place on file the draft minutes of the 

September 3, 2019 regular meeting of the Hastings Planning Commission, the draft minutes of the 

September 4, 2019 meeting of the Rutland Township Planning Commission, the September 17, 

2019 cancellation notice of the Zoning Board of Appeals meeting, the draft minutes for the 

September 18, 2019 Downtown Development Authority meeting, the draft minutes for the 

September 26, 2019 meeting of the Local Development Finance Authority, the cancellation notice 
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of the September 18, 2019 meeting of the Joint Planning Commission, and the draft minutes of the 

September 16, 2019 meeting of the Joint Planning Alliance. 

Motion carried.    

 

Hatfield asked Czarnecki to comment on the activities of the JPA and JPC.  Czarnecki stated that 

there was not any action taken at the JPA meeting in September.  The members gave brief 

updates on things happening in their respective jurisdictions.  The Joint Planning Commission did 

not hold a meeting in September.  The ordinance for electronic billboards is going through as 

second readings at both the Rutland Township Board and the Hastings City Council. 

 

Hatfield asked if there were any comments on the work tasks identified by the Planning 

Commission for completion in 2019.  King stated #16 & #17 on the task list have been adopted.  

He also noted that #19 had been added to the list and is on the agenda for discussion this evening. 

 

Hatfield introduced discussion regarding the Part 2 Master Plan Update.  Harvey shared the 

Housing section from Part II of the Master Plan.  She discussed the format and asked the PC 

members to review so any needed edits can be included.  Harvey noted that all pictures and the 

Strategies Matrix were not added.  Planned to get the Strategies Matrix to King for distribution 

soon. 

 

Hatfield asked King to comment on efforts to track progress on the requirements imposed by the 

Planning Commission as a condition of project or site plan approval.  King shared the status of 

each project on the progress list. 

 

Hatfield noted that the ZBA By-Laws and Rules of Procedure were included for review.  It was 

noted by Harvey that membership for the ZBA is currently six members and two alternates.  While 

is allowable by Michigan Law, it is recommended that there be an odd number of regular members.  

The ZBA will hold their next meeting in November and the PC will wait for recommendations 

regarding membership.  Harvey also noted that the only issue that PC can address is membership 

because it is part of the zoning ordinances.  The By-Laws and Regulations will need to be 

addressed by ZBA. 

 

Hatfield asked Czarnecki for a summary of the administrative review for a day care facility for dogs 

at 1105 E. State St.  Czarnecki referenced the memo that was included in the packet.  It was noted 

that the property owner had obtained a driveway permit and had plans to create a driveway to the 

existing building. 

 

Hatfield stated that requests had been made to the PC to look at the issue of basements being 

required for dwellings outside of a mobile home park.  Hatfield asked for discussion. 
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Maurer stated that as a builder, he did not recognize that there was much savings in the 

construction cost by not having a basement.  He stated that there is a $10,000-$12,000 

savings immediately, but over the lifetime of the house it is not very significant.  There are 

still costs with a slab.  Should be cautionary and look for other reasons than reduce costs 

for allowing slab construction. 

 

Bowers asked Harvey way there were not comparisons with other cities, only villages and 

townships.  Harvey stated that she was only pulling examples of jurisdictions that she knew 

or worked with. 

 

Hatfield stated that Maurer raised good points.  He feels that the market should dictate if 

slab construction if a viable option, not the PC.  Hatfield noted that past explanation of 

reasoning for this ordinance was to keep mobile homes from being pulled in and placed on 

a lot. 

 

Resseguie stated that he agreed with both Maurer and Hatfield.  He stated that we should 

be thinking toward the future with ideas of tiny houses and if requiring a basement makes 

sense. 

 

Hatfield noted that Barry Community Foundation is working with a developer on a modular 

home initiative through the State of Michigan.  They have delayed starting until the City has 

made a determination on allowing slab construction. 

 

Tossava noted that there are many houses throughout the City that do not have 

basements. 

 

Motion by Brehm, second by McLean to set a public hearing for the November 4, 2019 meeting to 

hear comment on amending the ordinance 90-774 (5) requiring basements for dwellings outside of 

mobile home parks.   

 

Motion carried. 

 

Hatfield asked if there was any public discussion and comment.  

 

Al Jarvis noted that basements were the least of the concerns for residential development. 

 

Hatfield asked for any commission comment.  No comment was forwarded. 

 

Motion by Brehm, second by Bowers to adjourn at 7:35 p.m. 
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Motion carried.     

 

Submitted by: 

 

 

Jerry Czarnecki 

Secretary 



 

 

Rutland Charter Township Planning Commission Meeting 

Wednesday October 2, 2019 at 7:30pm 

Members Present: 
Stacey Graham, Brenda Bellmore, Larry Haywood, Dan King, Jim Blake 

 

Others Present: 
Les Raymond, Larry Watson, Nickie Haight 

 

Approval of Agenda: 
Motion by Graham to accept the agenda, second by King, all ayes. Motion carries. 

 

Meeting Minutes: 
Motion by Blake to approve September meeting minutes, second by Bellmore, all ayes. Motion carries.  

 

General Public Comment: 
None 

 

Guests: 
None 
 

New Business 
None 
 

Old Business 
Marijuana Ordinance Discussion 
Haywood asks if it is the intent of the RCT Board to opt in once an ordinance has been adopted.  Raymond and 

Watson both say that has not been decided.  Raymond tells the commission it is their job to write the ordinance so 

that it is available if the board decides to opt in.  The Planning Commission does not influence the decision one 

way or the other.  Blake comments that Raymond is trying to get ahead of the curve and be prepared. Raymond 

wants the RCT to be in a position where the ordinance is ready when the board needs it.  Blake says he still would 

like out of state legal advice, and he believes it is worth the cost.  Bellmore says Baltimore used a specialized 

lawyer.  Watson says it was someone local.  Blake and Bellmore say Baltimore's ordinance is well written.  

Raymond says many details are already determined by the state.  Bellmore says Baltimore was rushed into writing 

theirs because they had people interested.  Watson says we have an interest in RCT too. Bellmore says no one in 

RCT is threatening state action though. Watson says Steve Storrs is the attorney Baltimore used. Watson agrees 

with Blake that we need to seek an expert.  Haywood asks if the board is willing to spend that money.  Watson 

says the board understands we have to spend money to get it right. Bellmore wonders if we can find that in 

Michigan. Blake thinks out of state attorneys may have more experience because they have been through it and 

learned.  Bellmore asks what states.  King say Oregon in 2002 and Colorado and Washington around 2012.  

Watson says we may have to stay local for legal advice. Raymond does not think Baltimore’s ordinance is 

detailed enough for RCT. Bellmore says Pinconning Township needed the revenue. 

 

Raymond asks if the PC is ready to put numbers to each area of the ordinance.  He wants to add private/public 

parks to the area about when a buffer zone is needed. Haywood brings up growers vs. micro growers.  King asks 

for clarification on Baltimore only allowing on M37.  Raymond says that is just for retailers.  He also says 

Baltimore has a limitation on signs written in.   

 

Graham brings up an article she read in the Banner about an outdoor grow operations theft in Baltimore 

Township.  Her main concern is going to be with the safety of RCT residents. Raymond says the state requires a 

grow operation to have cameras.  Raymond asks if it was a caregiver or a personal grow.  Watson wonders if it 
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was a legal grow.  Blake asks if a fence height requirement might be a good idea.  Raymond says most grow 

operations will be indoors.  He says growers are worried about cross pollination and things like mosquito sprays. 

Raymond says we have the option to limit to just indoor grow operations.  King says he strongly agrees for 

security and safety reasons.  Blake says if we make it too restrictive and costly, there will not be as much interest.  

Haywood tells a story about finding and destroying plants on his property.  Raymond says some growers will 

place plants in farmers’ fields purposely. 

 

Raymond asks when the PC will be ready to decide numbers.  He explains the stacking laws.  Haywood asks how 

the PC would know how many of each class to allow.  Blake says the PC needs to decide how big they want the 

marijuana business to be in RCT.  Blake says if we make the ordinance only allowing indoor grow operations, 

outdoors ones can be destroyed. Blake and Raymond discuss the need to choose acreage and square foot 

requirements.  Watson wonders if it makes sense to require acreage if we are only going to allow indoor grow 

operations. Raymond agrees that land could be used for other things and that good buffers will decrease the need 

for large acreage requirements. Blake wonders if we should require ½ an acre.  

 

Haywood asks which example ordinance Raymond wants them to follow when writing our own.  Raymond says 

Baltimore's is well written, but that Pinconning has some good details.  Blake wonders if first come first serve 

(FCFS) is the best way to issue permits.  If we could find a way to have more control than that, he would be 

pleased.  Raymond says the ordinance should prepare us for lawsuits, we cannot just worry about them later.  

Bellmore worries if we issue permits on a FCFS basis, we will not be able to weed out those not interested in our 

county.  Raymond says most small businesses are eventually bought out by bigger companies.  Blake says the 

Baltimore ordinance has a clause that if the land is sold it must go back in front of the board for a permit. Blake 

and Graham agree that the Pinconning ordinance has a great safety and security part.   

 

Raymond and Graham discuss maybe only allowing one C class grower in RCT.  Raymond reminds the PC that a 

class C grow operation would employee many people which is why he was leaning towards allowing two.  More 

discussion about acreage and square foot requirements and if RCT should only allow indoor grow operations. 

 

Haywood asks Raymond how the PC is supposed to get the ordinance in writing.  Raymond asks that all PC 

members use the example ordinances to write in margins and cross out and add things to make it work for RCT. 

Once he has that, he can write a draft.  Raymond comments that his may be one of the biggest ordinances RCT 

has ever had to write. Haywood asks if the ordinance will be amendable. Pinconning has amended theirs several 

times and that is always an option.  But learning and writing it completely the first time is the goal. Haywood says 

if we try to amend and someone objects, RCT might have a lawsuit on their hands.  Raymond says that is what we 

have legal counsel for. Raymond says RCT has very well written ordinances and have been lucky that they have 

not had variances needed.   

 

More discussion throughout the PC about micro growers, width and height of plants depending on how and where 

they are grown, pruning and clipping plants. Raymond tells the PC there are courses on harvesting and grow 

managers normally are required to have a degree. Raymond asks the PC if they have enough information to work 

on the ordinance.  Haywood says they need to set some time requirements and to start with Baltimore's ordinance 

and make it our own.  Raymond will consult with Baltimore again on some of the questions the PC has brought up 

this evening.  Haywood tells the board that Bangor has a “Marijuana Day” and that they have many growers there. 

 

Zoning Administrator Report: 
None 

 

Open Comments: 
None 

 

Adjournment: 
Motion by King to adjourn, seconded by Bellmore.  All ayes.   

Meeting Adjourned 8:25pm. 

Submitted by Nickie Haight, Recording Secretary 



City of Hastings 
Zoning Board of Appeals 

 

COMMUNICATION 

 

 

_____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

 

 

 

DATE: September 19, 2019  
 
TO: City of Hastings Zoning Board of Appeals Members 
 
FROM: Dan King, Community Development Director 
 
SUBJECT:    Information – October 15, 2019 ZBA Meeting - CANCELED 
 
 

Dear Zoning Board of Appeals Member: 

 

We have not received any requests for Board action this month.  In keeping with past 

practice, the October 15, 2019 meeting is therefore canceled.  The next meeting is 

scheduled to be held on Tuesday, November 19, 2019. 

 

Attached are the September 3, 2019 Planning Commission Minutes for your review. 

 

Have a wonderful weekend. 

 

Respectfully submitted: 

 

 

Dan King 
Community Development Director 
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City of Hastings 

Downtown Development Authority 

DRAFT Meeting Minutes 

Oct. 17, 2019 

 

1. Meeting Call to Order and Roll Call— 

The meeting was called to order at 8:01 a.m. by Woods 

Roll Call –  

Present: Albrecht (O’Connell), Baker, Bolthouse, Button, Denton, Tossava, Tubbs, Woods 
Absent:  Hatfield 

 
2. Pledge to the Flag 

 

3. Approval/Additions/Deletions to Agenda –  

Woods added two items under new business: 9.D. Michigan Trails Magazine Advertising Request; 9.E. Façade 

Grant Application 205 S. Jefferson St. 

Motion by Tossava, second by Bolthouse, to approve the agenda as amended 

All ayes, motion carried 

Absent: Hatfield 

4.  Approval of Minutes –  

Motion by Tubbs, second by Denton to approve the minutes of the Sept. 18, 2019 DDA meeting as presented 

All ayes, motion carried 

Absent: Hatfield 

5. Receive Financial Statements & Budget for Review – 

King said the financial statements for Aug. 31, were included in the October DDA packet as well as the 

monthly and quarterly budget information. He added that the account numbers had been changed this fiscal 

year to comply with the new Michigan Department of Treasury requirements; the clerk/treasurer 

department did consolidate some line items; King noted that in past clerk/ treasurers let administrative 

services, special assessments and transfers accrue; however the new clerk/treasurer took the full amount of 

those things out at the beginning of the FY in July; tax collections were not recorded for the year so the fund 
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balance is technically in a deficit but that is only because all those things were taken out at the beginning of 

the year and not accruing it out through the whole year 

King also said the DDA loan for the former Toy Box property was to be paid off in March or April 2020; but 

the clerk/treasurer took the full amount of $16,000 out at the beginning of the FY, so the DDA is out of debt 

King reported that City and Vande Klassen Builders were proceeding with the purchase agreement for the 

former Moose property and hope to present it to the City Council at its meeting Oct. 28 

Hatfield entered meeting at 8:08 a.m. 

6. Façade and BEIG Update- 

King said the BEIG loan outstanding as of Aug. 31 was $20,439.97, leaving $79,560.03 in available funds for 

BEIG loans; he added that the City is required to do some reporting to the USDA regarding the BEIG loans; 

which hasn’t been done in a number of years and will need to be completed soon 

7.  Open Public Comment and Discussion – None 

8.  Old Business 

A. Review Bercier Family Chiropractic Façade Reimbursement-  

King said the work has been completed on the façade of Bercier Family Chiropractic, 502 W. State St., and the 

related invoices have been submitted and reimbursement has been initiated by City staff in the amount of 

$3,767.50, which was the amount approved by the DDA for the grant award  

 B. KcKenna/Wightman and Prein and Newhof Streetscape Proposals-  

Woods initiated discussion of the streetscape workshop held by the DDA earlier this month by asking DDA 

members how they perceived the workshop was received by members of the City Council and Planning 

Commission, Department of Public Service and Downtown Business Team and general public who were 

present; the consensus of the board was that it was a good idea to involve the community from start 

Tossava said after hearing the presentation from both firms at the workshop, he was excited to get started 

on the planning and implementation regardless of which company was selected; Bolthouse agreed 

The board discussed proposals from each of the firms and the need to spend the money to hire a firm to 

create a streetscape plan to give the DDA direction as it proceeds with repairing and updating the City’s 

streetscape 

Denton said he was in favor of moving forward asked how the DDA was going to pay for the plan and the 

streetscape; Baker said representatives from McKenna/Wightman said they would help the City find funds 

through grants and other funding sources 

Motion by Tossava, second by Bolthouse, to spend up to $35,000 to hire McKenna/Wightman to create a 

streetscape plan 



Ayes: Albrecht, Baker, Bolthouse, Button, Denton, Hatfield, Tossava, Tubbs, Woods 
Nays: 
Absent: 
All ayes, motion carried 

 
9. New Business 

A.  Adams Outdoor 2020 Billboard Contract- 

Woods initiated discussion of the renewal of the DDA’s contract with Adams Outdoor for the billboard  

located on M-37 in Caledonia; she said the cost has risen from $900 per month to $1,100 and the fee for 

changing the vinyl increased from $125 to $150 per swap; Woods said that while 2019 hasn’t been a 

satisfactory year with regard to the billboard content, was the DDA interested in pursuing a contract for the 

same location in 2020 

Button and Hatfield said they liked the billboard because it reaches people outside of the Hastings area and it 

is on a highly traveled road; Hatfield said she would like to have the 2020 content schedule set before 

Christmas and all designs submitted and approved three months in advance; Bolthouse said she would like 

the schedule to be included as part of the contract 

It was the consensus of the board to keep the holiday and other designs fairly generic and change banners 

across the bottom of the board to market specific events such as Jingle and Mingle, the ball drop, and more 

Motion by Button, second by Tubbs, to approve a contract with Adams Outdoor for 2020 at the rate of 

$1,100 per month and $150 per content change 

Ayes: Albrecht, Baker, Bolthouse, Button, Denton, Hatfield, Tossava, Tubbs, Woods 
Nays: 
Absent: 
 
All ayes, motion carried 
 

B. WBCH Holiday Advertising Proposal- 

Motion by Albrecht, second by Button, to contract with WBCH for $500 of advertising for November and 

$500 of advertising for December, after Jingle & Mingle for a total of $1,000 in holiday advertising 

Ayes: Albrecht, Baker, Bolthouse, Button, Denton, Hatfield, Tossava, Tubbs, Woods 
Nays: 
Absent: 
 
All ayes, motion carried 

C. Jingle & Mingle Support Request- 



The Hastings Jingle & Mingle Committee submitted a request for $2,900 in support from the DDA, the same 

request as last year; the DDA Board discussed that it has always been the DDA’s plan to decrease support for 

annual as events to encourage them to become self-supporting 

Button left meeting at 9:23 a.m. 

Motion by Tossava, second by Hatfield, to approve payment of $2,900 to Hastings Jingle & Mingle 

Ayes: Albrecht, Bolthouse, Denton, Hatfield, Tossava, Tubbs, Woods 
Absent: Button 
Abstain: Baker 
Nays: 
 

All ayes, motion carried 

D. Michigan Trails Magazine- 

Motion by Hatfield, second by Bolthouse, to approve the payment of $270 for annual membership to the 

West Michigan Tourist Association 

Ayes: Albrecht, Baker, Bolthouse, Denton, Hatfield, Tossava, Tubbs, Woods 
Nays: 
Absent: Button 
 

All ayes, motion carried 

E. Façade Grant Application 205 S. Jefferson St.- 

Motion by Tossava, second by Hatfield, to approve a $5,500 façade grant request from Philip and Terri for 

improvements to 205 S. Jefferson St. 

Ayes: Baker, Bolthouse, Denton, Hatfield, Tossava, Tubbs, Woods 
Nays: 
Absent: Button 
Abstain: Albrecht 
 
All ayes, motion carried 

 
10.  DDA Member Comment –  

King: as required by the Recodified Tax Increment Financing Act 57 of 2018, we would like to schedule the 

second DDA informational meeting for the Nov. 21, 2019 meeting of the DDA; 

Consensus of the board to schedule the informational meeting as part of the DDA’s regular November 21, 

meeting; and place it first on the agenda so anyone from the County or Hastings Area Schools, and Chamber 

of Commerce who attend can leave afterward 



King said the informational meeting will be posted, and the three taxing bodies will be notified as required by 

law 

Hatfield showed DDA board members photos of hanging flower baskets in Bluffton, OH, as something for the 

DDA to consider as it moves forward with its plans for updating the City’s aging streetscape 

Woods said that she has been going through old Rotary files and came across minutes that showed the City 

had requested the Rotary’s assistance in watering trees in the downtown business district, which was turned 

down 

Denton said the dead trees in the downtown business district had not been removed; King said the DPS has 

scheduled the removal of trees determined to be dead and/or hazard to be removed in November 

King gave the DDA an update on the former Royal Coach building; he said representatives from MSHDA 

would be touring the site, Monday, Oct. 21;  

King said that Moore and Company, is working on an agreement with the City for the purchase and 

development of the six parcels in the Court Street PUD as multi-family housing; Tubbs questioned whether or 

not multi-family housing was allowed on State Street in the PUD, King said it was an allowed use 

Denton asked whether City staff was working with the owner of the Kmart Plaza to find a new tenet once 

Kmart closes; King said he had spoken to the owner but there is not much the City can do as the property is 

privately owned 

11.  Open Public Comment and Discussion – None 

12.  Meeting adjourned at a.m. 

Motion by Tossava, second by Denton, to adjourn 

All ayes, motion carried. 

Absent: Button 

 

_______________________                                         ____________________________ 

 Patty Woods, Chair                                                          Deb Button, Secretary 

 

 

Prepared by Sandra Ponsetto, City of Hastings 

 



Local Development Finance Authority (LDFA) 
DRAFT MINUTES 
October 24, 2019  

 

Meeting was called to order at 8:05 a.m.by Neil 
 
1. Roll Call 
 
Present: Gibson, Haas, McCaleb, Neil, Tossava, Warren 
Absent: Cowen, Krueger, Westerveld 
Others Present: King, Ponsetto 
 
2. Pledge of Allegiance 
 
3. Approval of the Agenda 
 
King asked that item D. Request for Support for Barry Career Access Network (BCAN) 
be added under New Business 
 
Motion by Haas, second by Tossava, to approve agenda as amended 
 
All ayes, motion carried 
 
4. Approval of Minutes 
 
Motion by Gibson, second by Haas, to approve the minutes as presented 
 
All ayes, motion carried 
 
5. Public Hearing- None 
 
 
6. Receive Financial Statements –  
 
King said financial information through Aug. 31 was included in the packet; the City 
started using new account numbers as directed by the Michigan Department of 
Treasury; The LDFA portion of the survey cost for the Co-Dee Stamping property is 
reflected in the revenue and expenditure statement; once confirmation is received from 
Reynolds Heritage Land Surveying that the City’s portion of the survey has been 
received, a closing on the property will be scheduled; the City’s financial audit is 
expected to be finished after Thanksgiving 
 
Motion by Haas, second by Gibson, to accept the financial statement as presented 
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7. Old Business-  
 
 

A. RFP for Realtor Services Deadline- 
 
King said the RFP for realtor services for the property in the industrial park are due 
Friday; no RFPs have been received as of this date, but at least one company has said 
it will supply an RFP for those services; he said a contract for realtor services will 
require approval from the City Council, we can get it on the agenda of the first council 
meeting in November, which is scheduled for the Tuesday after Veterans’ Day 
 
8. New Business – 
 

A. Consider Changing Date of the November Meeting to Wednesday, Nov. 
27, Due to Thanksgiving Holiday-  

 
Motion by Neil, second by Gibson, to change the LDFA November meeting date to 
Wednesday, Nov. 27 
 
All ayes, motion carried 
 
Warren entered the meeting at 8:13 a.m. 
 

B. Set Informational Meeting (Required by Recodified TIFA Act 57 of 2018) 
for the November Meeting- 

 
Motion by Neil, second by Tossava, to schedule the second LDFA informational 
meeting of 2019 for Wednesday, Nov. 27 
 
All ayes, motion carried 
 

C. Consider Cancelling December LDFA Meeting Due to Holiday- 
 
Motion by Haas, second by Tossava, to cancel the December LDFA meeting 
 
All ayes, motion carried 

 
D. Request for Support for Barry Career Access Network in 2020- 

 
Haas, as the director of Barry Career Access Network (BCAN) asked the LDFA Board 
to consider $2,000 in support for 2020 as the organization is working to encourage all 
Barry County graduates, particularly minority, low-income, and first generation students, 
to seek post-secondary education whether in a college setting or training in skilled 
trades 
 



Motion by Tossava, second by Gibson, to approve the expenditure of $2,000 to support 
BCAN in 2020 
 
Ayes: Gibson, McCaleb, Neil, Tossava, Warren 
Nays: 
Abstain: Haas 
Absent: Cowan, Krueger, Westerveld 
 
9. Public Comment – None 
 
10. LDFA Members Comments –  
 
King said he would send an email to poll LDFA board members to determine whether 
an afternoon meeting time, rather than 8 a.m., would be more convenient for member 
 
King said that he had received the first group of analytics from LocalIntel regarding the 
information the company posted on the LDFA webpage; he said the results were a 
pleasant surprise and he would present them at the November meeting 
 
Gibson said the Barry County Board of Commissioners has scheduled a special 
meeting for Monday, Nov 4 to discuss the need for and funding for improvements to the 
Barry County Jail 
 
11. Adjournment-  
 
Motion by Haas, second by Warren, to adjourn 
 
All ayes, motion carried 
 
Meeting adjourned 8:55 a.m. 
 

__________________________   __________________________ 

Clint Neil      Marjorie Haas 
Chair                   Secretary 
 

Prepared by Sandra Ponsetto, City of Hastings 

 

 



 CITY OF HASTINGS 
 

PUBLIC NOTICE 
 
 

Notice is hereby given that the regular meeting of the Joint Planning 
Commission scheduled for Wednesday, October 16 2019 has been CANCELED.  
The next regular scheduled meeting will be held Wednesday, November 20, 2019 at 
5:30 PM at the Rutland Township Hall, 2461 Heath Road, Hastings, Michigan 49058. 
  
 

Jane M. Saurman 
City Clerk 
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City of Hastings 

COUNTY OF BARRY, STATE OF MICHIGAN 
  
 

ORDINANCE NO. 580 
 

AN ORDINANCE TO AMEND CHAPTER 90 OF THE HASTINGS CODE OF 1970, AS 
AMENDED, BY AMENDING ARTICLE IX, DIVISION 1, SECTION 90-774 (5), MINIMUM 
REQUIREMENTS FOR DWELLINGS OUTSIDE OF MOBILE HOME PARKS. 
 
As recommended by the Planning Commission on______________________________. 
 
THE CITY OF HASTINGS ORDAINS: 
 
SECTION I. 

Chapter 90 of the Hastings Code of 1970 is hereby amended to amend Article IX, 

Division 1, Section 90-774 (5) to read as follows: (new language in bold): 
 
 

All dwellings units except apartment buildings shall be constructed on top of a 
basement.  The basement shall comply with the city building code.  Two-family 
dwelling units however, shall be constructed on top of a basement or shall be 
placed on a suitably engineered firmly attached to a permanent frost-free 
foundation system consisting of a spread footing placed below the frost line with 
poured concrete or masonry foundation walls extending to grade level or above.  
meeting the City building code requirements for such dwelling, the 
walls of which shall have the same perimeter dimensions as the 
dwelling. 

 
 

=====================================================================================  

SECTION II. 
 
If any article, section, subsection, sentence, clause, phrase, or portion of this ordinance 
is, for any reason, held invalid or unconstitutional by any court of competent 
jurisdiction, such portion shall be deemed a separate, distinct, and independent 
provision, and such holding shall not affect the validity of the remaining portions of this 
ordinance. 

=====================================================================================  



SECTION III. 
 
This ordinance shall become effective upon its adoption and publication as provided by 
City Charter.  
 
 
YEAS:  
NAYS:   
ABSENT:  

 
 

 
CITY OF HASTINGS 

Adoption Date:  
Effective Date:   
First Reading:                                  By: Jane M. Saurman 
Second Reading:                                                               Hastings City Clerk 
 
 
CERTIFICATE 
 
The undersigned, being the duly qualified and acting Clerk of the City of Hastings, 
Michigan, does hereby certify that the foregoing is a true and complete copy of an 
Ordinance adopted by the City Council of the City of Hastings, at a regular meeting of 
the City Council on the    day of  2019 at which meeting a quorum was present and 
remained throughout, and that the original of said Ordinance is on file in the records of 
the City of Hastings. I further certify that the meeting was conducted and public notice 
was given pursuant to and in compliance with Act No. 267, Public Acts of Michigan of 
1976, as amended, and that minutes were kept and will be or have been made 
available as required thereby. 
                       
 

 
 

                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                
Jane M. Saurman 
   City Clerk 

 

 



City of Hastings 

 

NOTICE OF PUBLIC HEARING 

ON AMENDMENTS 

 TO SECTION 90-774 (5) 

MINIMUM REQUIREMENTS OF 

DWELLINGS OUTSIDE OF 

MOBILE HOME PARKS 

ORDINANCE FOR 

 THE CITY OF HASTINGS 

 
The Planning Commission for the City of Hastings will 

hold a Public Hearing for the purpose of hearing 

written and/or oral comments from the public 

concerning amendments to Section 90-774 (5) minimum 

requirements for dwellings outside mobile home parks 

pertaining to basements. The public hearing will be held 

at 7:00 PM on Monday, November 4, 2019 in City 

Council Chambers on the second floor of City Hall, 201 

East State Street, Hastings, Michigan 49058.   

 

All interested citizens are encouraged to attend and to 

submit comments. A copy of the proposed changes is 

available for public inspection from 8:00 AM to 5:00 PM 

Monday through Friday at the Office of the Community 

Development Director, 201 East State Street, Hastings, 

Michigan 49058.  Questions or comments can be directed 

to Dan King, Community Development Director, at 

269.945.2468 or dking@hastingsmi.org 

 

The City will provide necessary reasonable aids and 

services upon five days’ notice to the City Clerk at 

269.945.2468 or TDD call relay services 800.649.3777. 

Jane M. Saurman 

City Clerk 

 

 

 

Notice of Amendments to Section 90-774 (5) Ordinance 

Hearing 

 

Please publish as a box ad in the October 17, 2019 edition 

of the Hastings Banner. 

 

Received by ___________________ on _______________ 

as representative of the Hastings Banner. 



 

City of Hastings 
Planning Commission 

Work Tasks for 2019 
STATUS REPORT FOR NOVEMBER 2019 

 
 

1. Continue to work with Hastings Charter Township, Rutland Charter Township 
and others in regional growth planning and management efforts. 

   
2. Review the Court Street PUD using hypothetical build out scenarios.  

   
3. Consider comprehensive review and adoption of new zoning districts to 

accomplish specific desired outcomes, as prescribed in the CCP, within 
commercial and residential zoning districts. 

 
 
 

o Identify candidate streets for traffic calming 

o Consider options for increasing density in existing residential zones 

o Establish policies for street and infrastructure system master plan in 
developing areas 

o Consider options to encourage high quality construction for new 
residential development (not simply the cheapest option) 

 
 

4. Consider zoning amendments related to the M-37 Access Management Plan.  
 

5. Monitor plan to construct sidewalks and trail system throughout the City of 
Hastings. 

 
- Ongoing.  City seeking funding where available.   

 
6. Consider changes to the infrastructure requirements to accommodate denser 

or more traditional residential development. 
 

- Established R-1A Zone for this purpose.   
- Additional analysis by PC required (see Item 3 above). 

 
7. Consider development of “Complete Streets” ordinance or policy.   

 
8. Consider adding work tasks to the PC’s list to improve the Community’s 

Promoting Active Communities score.    
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• Offer incentives or expedited approvals for the following active living principals: 

o Locate new development adjacent to existing infrastructure 

o Create a mixed-use community 

o Build pedestrian amenities (sidewalks, lights, benches, etc) on both side 
of the streets 

o Create a grid street design 

o Provide public facilities for physical activity such as shared-use paths or 
trails 

o Create bike lanes and bike parking 

o Create opportunities for resident interaction 

o Build high density residence units 

o Create short blocks 

o Build narrow streets for slower traffic speeds 

  

 
9. Continue Master Plan 2018 update.  

  
10. Review Sec. 90-835 – Keeping of Animals 

 
11. Deal with outdated language in ordinances.  (Example from 90-1) 

 

Service station or filling station means a place where gasoline or other motor fuel or 
lubricating oil or grease for operating motor vehicles is offered for sale at retail to the 
public, including sale of accessories, oiling and light motor service on the premises, 
but in no case to include major automotive repairs. 
 

12. Review Sec. 90-973 Signs in the B-1, B-2, B-3, B-4, and B-6 districts (as 
related to portable sidewalk ground signs). 

 
13. Consider development of a Planned Residential District zoning classification 

to allow for higher density housing through smaller lot sizes and smaller 
dwelling square footage requirements.  

 
14. Consider accessory use buildings in residential neighborhoods for additional 

residential housing alternatives. 
 

15. Review Section 90-730.1 Court Street Planned Unit Development District 
regarding origin and development of the district. 

 
- Origin and Development of District shared with Planning Commission 

at the October 1, 2018 meeting. 
-  

16. Review Chapter 90, Article III pertaining to Board of Appeals and 
compliance with the Zoning Enabling Act. 



17. Review Chapter 90-774 (5), requiring dwelling unit construction on top of a 
basement. 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 

 



Date Project Name Description Conditions of Approval Compliance Date

1.7.19 Barry County Transit Bus Garage Expansion 10 ft. side and 12 ft rear setback 8/28/2019 XXXX

Bldg. height not to exceed 35 ft. 8/28/2019 XXXX

Bike rack

Landscaping plan 10/28/2019 XXXX

Water main extensions installed 8/28/2019 XXXX

per City specs.

2.4.19 Advantage Plumbing Plumbing Office Construction Landscaping yard and lot

Lot Split

Dumpster Enclosure

2.4.19 Community Action Outside Play Area Off street parking BF parking 7/23/2019 XXXX

Landscaping 8/15/2019 XXXX

Horizontal Light Fixtures 8/15/2019 XXXX

2.4.19 Ravenna Holdings, LLC Townhouse Construction Max 35 ft. building height

Exterior masonry material

3 BF parking spaces

Extension of sidewalk int./ext

Front yard and pk lot landscape

2.4-19 Spectrum Health Pennock Hosp. Surgical Center Expansion 30% lot coverage compliance

Off street parking compliance 5/28/2019 XXXX

Proposed lighting fixtures

Boundary vegatation

Lot and front yd. landscaping

Side yard setback 2/19/2019 ZBA app.XXXX

4.1.19 Todd Porritt Building Expansion Applicable setback requirements

Building design standard 

compliance
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Second floor egress

Date Project Name Description Conditions of Approval Compliance Date

8.5.19 Marv Helder Special Use Permit Front build-to-line 8/20/19 ZBA app XXXX

Rear setback 8/20/19 ZBA app XXXX

Minimum dwelling size 8/20/19 ZBA app XXXX

9.3.19 Royal Coach Apartments Planned Unit Development Density

Setbacks




