
HASTINGS PLANNING COMMISSION
C O M M U N I C A T I O N 

DATE: October 27, 2020

TO: Members of the Planning Commission and Staff

FROM: Dan King

SUBJECT: Information – November 2, 2020 Planning Commission Meeting.

Items on the agenda for the regular meeting of the Planning Commission include: 

Public Hearings:

Item 6.A. Public hearing to solicit comment on an amendment to Section 90-553 Special

Uses by adding (f) Commercial Kennels as a special use in the D-1 and

subsequently the D-2 Industrial Districts.

Item 6.B. Public hearing to solicit comment concerning text amendments regarding

accessory buildings in residential and office districts.

Item 6.C. Public hearing to solicit comment on an amendment to the site plan for the

Legacy Golf Course regarding an additional accessory building.

Old Business: 

Item 7.E.        Planning consultant Rebecca Harvey has provided sample text from Michigan

 municipalities specifically pertaining to the keeping of chickens in residential

districts. 

New Business:     

Item 8.A.       Hear request from Andrew Courtright of Trifit to consider adding fitness centers as

a permitted use in the D-1 and subsequently D-2 Industrial Districts.

Item 8.B.       Review and consider a site plan for driveway relocation for Christ the King Church

at 328 S. Jefferson Street.
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Item 8.C.      Hear Julie Fox request for one-year extension of site plan approved on December

2, 2019.
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HASTINGS PLANNING COMMISSION 

A G E N D A 

Monday November 2, 2020 

1. Call to Order/Roll Call (Regular meeting starts at 7:00 p.m.) 

2.   Pledge of Allegiance 

3. Approval / additions / deletions to agenda 

4. Approval of Minutes October 5, 2020 Regular Draft Meeting Minutes of the Planning  
Commission.* 

 

5. Informative Items: None 

 

6. Public Hearings:  
 

A.       Public hearing to solicit comment on an amendment to Section 90-553 Special Uses by  

      adding (f) Commercial Kennels as a special use in the D-1 and subsequently D-2 Industrial 
      Districts.* 

B.       Public hearing to solicit comment concerning an amendment regarding accessory buildings 
      within residential and office districts. * 

C.       Public hearing to solicit comment on requested changes to the site plan for the Legacy  
      Golf Course regarding an additional accessory building. *     

 

 
7. Old Business:   

 
 A. Receive JPA / JPC Update.     

B. Consider Planning Commission 2020 General Work Task List.* 

C.  Master Plan Part II Status Report. 
D. Report Regarding Tracking of Terms and Conditions Imposed by the Planning 

Commission.* 
E.         Receive sample text regarding Keeping of Animals from planning consultant Rebecca 

Harvey.* 

 
8.  New Business:  

 
A. Hear request from Andrew Courtright of TriFit to consider adding fitness centers as a 

permitted use in the D-1 and subsequently D-2 Industrial Districts. 
B. Review and consider site plan for driveway relocation for Christ is King Church at 328 S. 

Jefferson Street.* 

C. Julie Fox request for one year extension of site plan approved on December 2, 2019. 
                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                             

9. Open public discussion and comments 
 

10. Commission comments 

 
11. Adjourn 

 
 

*Indicates attachment 
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CITY OF HASTINGS
 DRAFT PLANNING COMMISSION MEETING MINUTES 

October 5, 2020 

Members present:   Brehm, Tossava, Czarnecki, McLean, Bowers, Resseguie, Maurer, Hatfield.

Members absent: Foster

Other staff present:  King, Tate and Harvey.

The meeting was called to order at 7:00 p.m. by Chairman Hatfield.

Hatfield called the roll.

Hatfield asked for comment regarding the draft agenda for tonight’s meeting.  Hatfield asked to add

discussion on request from Legacy Golf Course.  King asked to add discussion of text amendment

to allow commercial kennels in Industrial Zoned districts.

Motion by Bowers, second by Maurer to approve the agenda for tonight’s meeting with addition.

Motion carried.

Hatfield asked for comment regarding the draft minutes of the August 3, 2020 regular meeting of

the Hastings Planning Commission.  It was pointed out that McLean was present at the meeting.

Motion by Tossava, second by Bowers to approve the draft minutes of the August 3, 2020 regular

meeting of the Hastings Planning Commission with corrections.

Motion carried.

Hatfield asked for an update on JPA/JPC meetings.  Czarnecki noted that these two boards have

not met.

Hatfield asked members of the Planning Commission to review the Work Task List.  Harvey noted

that the Keeping of Animals was discussed in December 2017 and January 2018.  It included

poultry and honey bees.  Hatfield asked if there is interest regarding investigating the keeping of

animals ordinance.

4.
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Tossava suggested at least looking at draft ordinances that Harvey might have.  Bowers noted that

months were spent discussing and it was decided to keep only in the RR district.  Resseguie stated

that if it is decided to leave as it was without investigation, then where do you stop with requests.

McLean stated that it should be reconsidered and have Harvey show how other communities

handle.  Brehm noted that it is a different time from 2017-2018 with more self sufficiency and

concern for healthy living.  It is a perfect time to reconsider.

Hatfield asked how many are interested in having Harvey investigate other communities’

ordinances.  Bowers was the only one opposed to investigating.

Harvey reported on progress for the Master Plan Part II.  Final sections are completed and Harvey

is reviewing the first edition.  Tossava asked for a timeline.  Harvey was not sure, depends on

revisions.  Should have a date on Monday.

King gave an update on the tracking of the terms and conditions imposed by the Planning

Commission.

Czarnecki reported on administrative site plan approval and consideration for 815 W. State St.

Hatfield introduced the request for site plan approval for outdoor sales of merchandise at Gilbert’s

Maxi Muffler located at 201 N. Broadway Ave.

King noted that 2007 approval of outdoor sales, but is asking to modify the area.  Tossava asked if

previous owners already had approval, why is there a need for this decision.  King noted the

outside sales are the same, but the area will be varied, so it is a modification to the original plan.

Motion by Tossava, second by Brehm to approve the site plan for outdoor sales.  Harvey noted

that conditions for parking requirements were not met from original site plan and recommended

keeping the conditions.  Tossava amended motion and Brehm agreed.

In favor:  Brehm, Tossava, Czarnecki, McLean, Bowers, Resseguie, Maurer, Hatfield

Opposed:  None

Absent:  Foster

Motion carried.

King gave a summary of the Redevelopment Ready Communities evaluation and evaluation

memo.
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Hatfield opened discussion about request from Legacy Golf Course to construct an equipment

storage shed on north side of access road to golf course.  Harvey clarified that this was part of the

golf course operations.  Harvey noted that this was not a change of the current special use, so the

Planning Commission would need to review the site plan.  Tossava noted that it is behind current

residents and asked how close.  Applicant noted 50-75 feet with some trees currently there and

others would be added if needed.  Harvey noted that the Planning Commission could direct staff to

notice the site plan review.

Motion by Brehm, second by McLean to review the site plan at the next meeting and have staff

notice that the site plan review was happening.

In favor:  Brehm, Tossava, Czarnecki, McLean, Bowers, Resseguie, Maurer, Hatfield

Opposed:  None

Absent:  Foster

Motion carried.

Hatfield introduced discussion on Karen Zuver’s request to add commercial kennels as a special

use in the D1 and D2 Industrial Zones.  Currently commercial kennels are allowed as special uses

in RR zoning district.  This would require a text amendment to the ordinances.  Zuver gave

summary of current situation.  King gave a reminder of the process to make a text amendment.

Motion by Tossava, second by McLean to set a public hearing for November 2, 2020 at 7pm to

hear comment on the text amendment to allow commercial kennels as a special use in the

Industrial Zones.

In favor:  Brehm, Tossava, Czarnecki, McLean, Bowers, Resseguie, Maurer, Hatfield

Opposed:  None

Absent:  Foster

Motion carried.

Hatfield asked if there was any public discussion and comment.

None forwarded.

Hatfield asked for any commission comment.

Tossava wanted to welcome Travis Tate (new Director of Public Services) that was on the virtual

meeting.
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Hatfield brought up a concern about the outside display at Family Farm & Home.

McLean brought up that she felt the Planning Commission should know more information about

what is planned to go into locations like the old Kmart building.  Czarnecki and King noted that this

was to honor the request of the owners to make sure information was released when the tenant

and owners had reached an agreement.

Motion by Tossava, second by Bowers to adjourn at 8:11 p.m.

Motion carried.

Submitted by:

Jerry Czarnecki

Secretary
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City of Hastings 
COUNTY OF BARRY, STATE OF MICHIGAN 

ORDINANCE NO. 592 

AN ORDINANCE TO AMEND CHAPTER 90 OF THE HASTINGS CODE OF 1970, AS
AMENDED, BY AMENDING THE FOLLOWING: ARTICLE 90 - VI, DIVISION 90 – VI –
14 D1 INDUSTRIAL DISTRICT, BY ADDING TO SECTION 90-553 (F) TO ALLOW
COMMERCIAL KENNELS AS A SPECIAL USE IN THE D1 ZONE.  

As recommended by the Planning Commission on  

THE CITY OF HASTINGS ORDAINS: 

SECTION I. 

Section 90-553 (f) is hereby added to Chapter 90 - VI, Article 90 - VI, Division 90 – VI - 14 of 
the Hastings Code of 1970, as amended, to read as follows:   

Sec.90-553  Special Uses in the D1 Zone 

(f) Commercial Kennels. 

SECTION II. 

This ordinance shall become effective upon its adoption and publication as provided by City 
Charter. 

Moved by Member, with support by , that Ordinance No. 592 be adopted as read. 

YEAS: 
NAYS: 
ABSENT: 

CITY OF HASTINGS 
Adoption Date: 
Effective Date: 
First Reading: By:   Jane M. Saurman 
Second Reading: Hastings City Clerk 

CERTIFICATE 

6.A.
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The undersigned, being the duly qualified and acting Clerk of the City of Hastings, Michigan, does 
hereby certify that the foregoing is a true and complete copy of an Ordinance adopted by the City 
Council of the City of Hastings, at a regular meeting of the City Council on the  day of  2020, at which 
meeting a quorum was present and remained throughout, and that the original of said Ordinance is on 
file in the records of the City of Hastings.  I further certify that the meeting was conducted and public 
notice was given pursuant to and in compliance with Act No. 267, Public Acts of Michigan of 1976, as 
amended, and that minutes were kept and will be or have been made available as required thereby. 

Dated: 
Jane M. Saurman 
City Clerk 
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City of Hastings 
COUNTY OF BARRY, STATE OF MICHIGAN 

ORDINANCE NO. 593 

AN ORDINANCE TO AMEND CHAPTER 90 OF THE HASTINGS CODE OF 1970, AS
AMENDED, BY AMENDING THE FOLLOWING: ARTICLE 90 - IX, DIVISION 90 – IX
3, BY AMENDING SECTION 90-831 (D)(1) AND SECTION 90-831 (D)(3) AND BY
ADDING TO SECTION 90-831 (D)(5) ACCESSORY BUILDINGS IN RESIDENTIAL
AND OFFICE ZONING DISTRICTS.  

As recommended by the Planning Commission on  

THE CITY OF HASTINGS ORDAINS: 

SECTION I. 

Sec. 90-831 Accessory Building (d) Residential and office zoning districts is hereby amended by 
adding the text in bold. The following regulations shall apply to accessory buildings in all 
residential and office zones.  

1. Detached accessory buildings for residential use shall comply with the following:

3. A residential lot shall not contain more than two detached accessory buildings.

Section 90-831 (d) (5) is hereby added to Article 90 - IX, Division 90 – IX 3 of the Hastings 
Code of 1970, as amended, to read as follows:   

 Sec. 90-831 (d) (5) Residential and Office Zoning Districts 

(5)   For buildings accessory to commercial or business operations in special use 
classifications, no maximum building size or maximum number of accessory 
buildings shall apply. Such accessory buildings shall comply with all required 
building setbacks. All accessory buildings must be approved by the Planning 
Commission through site plan approval process per Article 90- IV Site Plan Review.  

SECTION II. 

This ordinance shall become effective upon its adoption and publication as provided by City 
Charter. 

Moved by Member, with support by , that Ordinance No. 593 be adopted as read. 

6.B.
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YEAS: 
NAYS: 
ABSENT: 

CITY OF HASTINGS 
Adoption Date: 
Effective Date: 
First Reading: By:   Jane M. Saurman 
Second Reading: Hastings City Clerk 

CERTIFICATE 

The undersigned, being the duly qualified and acting Clerk of the City of Hastings, Michigan, does 
hereby certify that the foregoing is a true and complete copy of an Ordinance adopted by the City 
Council of the City of Hastings, at a regular meeting of the City Council on the  day of  2020, at which 
meeting a quorum was present and remained throughout, and that the original of said Ordinance is on 
file in the records of the City of Hastings.  I further certify that the meeting was conducted and public 
notice was given pursuant to and in compliance with Act No. 267, Public Acts of Michigan of 1976, as 
amended, and that minutes were kept and will be or have been made available as required thereby. 

Dated: 
Jane M. Saurman 
City Clerk 
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Sec 90-831 Accessory Building

(a) General regulations. The following regulations shall apply to accessory buildings in all zoning 
districts. 

(1) An accessory building may be erected detached from the permitted principal building or 
as an integral part of the permitted principal building. When erected as an integral part of 
the permitted principal building, it shall comply in all respects with the requirements of this 
section applicable to the permitted principal building.  

(2) The distance between the detached accessory building and any principal building shall 
not be less than ten feet. The distance between any detached accessory buildings on the 
same lot shall not be less than six feet.  

(3) An accessory building shall not be built upon any lot on which there is no principal 
building or structure. 

(4) No accessory building, nor any structure which exceeds a height of 36 inches, shall be
erected in any required front yard. 

(b) Accessory building setbacks.

(1) Front setback. In all zones the minimum required front setback shall be the same as 
required for the principal building. 

A detached accessory building may be located between the minimum required front 
setback and the principal building provided the accessory building is setback from the 
side lot line the same distance as required for the principal building.  

(2) Side setback. Except as required by subsection 90-831(d), the side setback in all zones 
shall be the same as the minimum required side setback for the principal building except 
for accessory buildings in residential zones which are 60 feet or more from all right-of-way 
lines then the minimum required setback shall be three feet from the side lot lines.  

(3) Rear setback. Except as required by section 90-831(d), the rear setback for accessory 
buildings shall be as follows: 

a. In residential zones, the minimum required setback from the rear lot line shall be 
three feet.

b. In nonresidential zones the minimum required setback from the rear lot line shall 
be the same as required for the principal building.

(c) Corner lots. 

(1) For accessory buildings on a corner lot, the setback from the front lot line shall comply 
with section 90-804. 

(2) Where a corner lot adjoins in the rear of another corner lot, a detached accessory building 
may be erected three feet from such common rear lot line if all portions of such building 
are located within the furthest quarter of the lot from the street lines except as may be 
required by subsection 90-831(d).  
_____ 

(d) Residential and office zoning districts. The following regulations shall apply to accessory 
buildings in all residential and office zones. 

https://hastings.municipalcodeonline.com/book?type=ordinances#name=Sec_90-831_Accessory_Building
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(1) Detached accessory buildings shall comply with the following:  

Zoning District Max. Size of a 
Bldg. 

Max. 
Total 
S.F. 
of All 
Bldgs
. 

Max. Bldg. Peak Minimum Setback 

R2, R-D, R-M, A-
1, A-O, A2, O 900 s.f. 1,100 14' w/10' sidewall As per subsection 

90-831(b) 

R1 and R1-A 900 s.f. 1,100 16' w/10' sidewall 

Front setback—Per 
subsection 90-831(b)(1)  
Side and rear—Min. of 
10 ft. for buildings 
higher than 14 ft. 

For lots in the R1, 
R1-A, and R-2 
Zones which 
exceed both the 
minimum lot area 
and minimum lot 
width 
requirements of 
that zone.  

10% of total 
lot area up to 
a maximum 
building size 
of 1200 s.f.  
R-2 zoned 
lots are still 
permitted to 
have a 900 
s.f. building if 
the lot is 
equal to or 
less than 
9,000 s.f. 

1500 
s.f. 

No height 
limitation but the 
roof slope (pitch) 
of accessory 
buildings shall 
closely match, but 
not exceed, the 
roof slope of the 
principle 
structure. 

Front setback—Per 
subsection 90-831(b)(1) 
except that the 
accessory building shall 
not be located between 
the minimum required 
front setback and the 
principal building.  
Side and rear—Min. of 
10 ft. for buildings 
higher than 14 ft. 

R-S, R-R 1200 s.f. 1500 
s.f. 18' w/12' sidewall 

Front setback—Per 
subsection 90-831(b)(1)  
Side and rear setback 
are a minimum of the 
height of the accessory 
building. 

(2) For buildings accessory to active farm operations, no maximum building size shall apply. 
Such accessory buildings shall comply with all required building setbacks. 

(3) A lot shall not contain more than two detached accessory buildings. 

(4) Carports and detached garages for multiple family and senior housing are exempt from 
the requirements of section 90-831(d)(1) and (3) except that the carport and detached 
garage must comply with the height and setback requirements of these sections. 

(Code 1970, § 3.37; Ord. No. 301, § 3(3.37), 2-10-97; Ord. No. 320, § I, 7-26-99; Ord. No. 358, § II, 10-
14-02; Ord. No. 508, § I, 1-27-14) 
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October 23, 2020 
 
Planning Commission 
City of Hastings 
201 East State Street 
Hastings, MI  49058 
 
 
Subject: The Legacy at Hastings (golf course) – 

Storage/Maintenance Building 
 
Request: Site Plan Amendment 
 
Location: 1550 North Broadway 
 
Zoning: R-R District 
 
 
 
 

• Nathan Tagg of Par-Tee Real Estate, LLC, representing The Legacy at Hastings, proposes the 
construction of a 5000 sq ft Storage/Maintenance Building on the site of the golf course, to be 
located on the north side of the golf course entrance drive, approximately 500 ft west of North 
Broadway. 

 
• The 50 ft x 100 ft accessory building is proposed 

to be used for the storage and maintenance of 
course equipment/carts.  The accessory building 
is proposed to be served by a gravel 
driveway/parking area and on-site private 
utilities. 
 

• The existing golf course is a ‘special use’ within 
the R-R District pursuant to Section 90-238 (h), 
Zoning Ordinance.   
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• The proposed addition of a Storage/Maintenance Building on the site of the golf course requires 
an amendment of the approved site plan for the property pursuant to Section 90-135, Zoning 
Ordinance. 
 

• Applicant requests Site Plan Amendment for the proposed 5000 sq ft Storage/Maintenance 
Building and related site improvements. 

 
 
Development Proposal Review: 
 
Section 90-1081  Golf Courses 

a) The proposed accessory building is not subject to the 200 ft setback requirement from lot lines 
applicable to principal buildings. 

b) The proposed Storage/Maintenance Building is a use allowed in conjunction with a golf course. 
c) The proposed accessory building is located within 80 ft – 100 ft of neighboring properties.  The 

Planning Commission may require fencing to prevent trespassing. 
d) On-site lighting is not reflected on the site plan; compliance with lighting standards requires 

confirmation. 

Section 90-239  R-R District Regulations 

a) Lot Size  44,000 sq ft required; 8.71 acres proposed 
b) Front Setback  40 ft required; 120 ft proposed 

Side Setback  30 ft required; 80 ft proposed 
Rear Setback  25 ft required; 80 ft proposed 

c) Building Height 35 ft maximum allowed; 18 ft proposed 
d) Lot Coverage  30% allowed; 1%-2% proposed 

Section 90-831 Accessory Buildings 

a) General regulations - compliance noted. 
b) Setbacks – compliance noted. 
c) Corner lots – n/a 
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d) Building Size  1200 sq ft allowed; 5000 sq ft proposed 
Building Height 18 ft allowed; 18 ft proposed 

Article X – Parking 

- Site access, circulation, and parking needs should be identified to support the proposed size 
and width of the ‘gravel driveway/parking area’.   (36 ft maximum driveway width allowed) 

- The proposed location, number, and size of parking spaces has not been defined. 
- The driveway/parking area is proposed to be screened from the adjoining R-S District. 
- The access/parking area shall have an ‘asphalt or concrete surface’. 

Article XI – Signs 

• No signage is proposed in conjunction with the accessory building. 

Article XII – Landscaping 

• Per Section 90-1010, a buffer zone is not required on R-R property; however, buffering may be 
addressed as a condition of the site plan amendment for the special use (golf course). 

• The proposed buffer of 26 pine trees along the south and east boundaries meets Buffer Zone A 
standards. 

• The site plan does not indicate the type of evergreens or the plant size at time of planting 
proposed for the ‘buffer zone’. 

• The subject site is currently tree covered; the site plan does not indicate the preservation of 
existing on-site vegetation. 

 

Summary Review:  

The following elements of the proposal require attention: 

1. The proposed 5000 sq ft accessory building will require variance approval from the 1200 sq ft 
maximum accessory building size limitation in the R-R District. 
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2. The proposed driveway and parking area require further definition and design, a demonstration
of need, and shall comply with the paving requirement.

3. The subject development area is within 100 ft of the adjacent R-S zoning; the retention of existing
on-site vegetation, details of the proposed ‘pine tree’ buffer, and proposed outdoor lighting
should be detailed on a landscape plan for the property.

4. A revised site plan responding to items #2 and #3 should be submitted for administrative
review/approval.

Upon satisfactory response to the standards noted above, the Planning Commission may grant 
approval of the proposed Site Plan Amendment based upon a finding that the proposal meets the 
criteria for site plan approval set forth in Section 90-131, and conditioned upon Items #1 and #4. 



City of Hastings 
Planning Commission 
Work Tasks for 2020 

STATUS REPORT FOR NOVEMBER 2020 

1. Continue to work with Hastings Charter Township, Rutland Charter Township
and others in regional growth planning and management efforts.

2. Review the Court Street PUD using hypothetical build out scenarios.

3. Consider comprehensive review and adoption of new zoning districts to
accomplish specific desired outcomes, as prescribed in the CCP, within
commercial and residential zoning districts.

o Identify candidate streets for traffic calming

o Consider options for increasing density in existing residential zones

o Establish policies for street and infrastructure system master plan in
developing areas

o Consider options to encourage high quality construction for new
residential development (not simply the cheapest option)

4. Consider zoning amendments related to the M-37 Access Management Plan.

5. Monitor plan to construct sidewalks and trail system throughout the City of
Hastings.

- Ongoing.  City seeking funding where available.  

6. Consider changes to the infrastructure requirements to accommodate denser
or more traditional residential development.

- Established R-1A Zone for this purpose.   
- Additional analysis by PC required (see Item 3 above).

7. Consider development of “Complete Streets” ordinance or policy.

8. Consider adding work tasks to the PC’s list to improve the Community’s
Promoting Active Communities score.

7.B.



• Offer incentives or expedited approvals for the following active living principals:
o Locate new development adjacent to existing infrastructure
o Create a mixed-use community
o Build pedestrian amenities (sidewalks, lights, benches, etc) on both side

of the streets
o Create a grid street design
o Provide public facilities for physical activity such as shared-use paths or

trails
o Create bike lanes and bike parking
o Create opportunities for resident interaction
o Build high density residence units
o Create short blocks
o Build narrow streets for slower traffic speeds

9. Continue Master Plan 2018 update.

10. Review Sec. 90-835 – Keeping of Animals

11. Deal with outdated language in ordinances.  (Example from 90-1)

Service station or filling station means a place where gasoline or other motor fuel or 
lubricating oil or grease for operating motor vehicles is offered for sale at retail to the 
public, including sale of accessories, oiling and light motor service on the premises, 
but in no case to include major automotive repairs. 

12. Review Sec. 90-973 Signs in the B-1, B-2, B-3, B-4, and B-6 districts (as
related to portable sidewalk ground signs).

13. Consider development of a Planned Residential District zoning classification
to allow for higher density housing through smaller lot sizes and smaller
dwelling square footage requirements.

14. Consider accessory use buildings in residential neighborhoods for additional
residential housing alternatives.

15. Review Section 90-730.1 Court Street Planned Unit Development District
regarding origin and development of the district.

- Origin and Development of District shared with Planning Commission 
at the October 1, 2018 meeting.



Date Project Name Description Conditions of Approval Compliance Date
2.4.19 Advantage Plumbing Plumbing Office Construction Landscaping yard and lot 10.26.20 XXXX

Lot Split 12.31.19 XXXX
Dumpster Enclosure 10.26.20 XXXX

2.4.19 Ravenna Holdings, LLC Townhouse Construction Max 35 ft. building height
Exterior masonry material
3 BF parking spaces
Extension of sidewalk int./ext
Front yard and pk lot landscape
1 Year Site Plan Extension 1.6.2020 XXXX

2.4-19 Spectrum Health Pennock Hosp. Surgical Center Expansion 30% lot coverage compliance
Off street parking compliance 5/28/2019 XXXX
Proposed lighting fixtures
Boundary vegatation
Lot and front yd. landscaping
Side yard setback 2/19/2019 ZBA app.XXXX

4.1.19 Todd Porritt Building Expansion Applicable setback requirements
Building design standard 
compliance
Second floor egress
1 Year Site Plan Extension 3/2/2020 XXXX

9.3.19 Royal Coach Apartments Planned Unit Development Density
Setbacks

12.2.19 Julie Fox Site Plan and Special Use Permit First Floor Elevations (Glamping)
Setbacks (Glamping)
Parking to be reviewed in 1 year

3.2.20 Meadowstone MH Park Final Site Plan Approval PED X Insulation from roadway
Natural Feature Buffer

7.D.



Date Project Name Description Conditions of Approval Compliance Date
3.2.20 Kendall Place Final Site Plan Approval

3.2.20 EWB Properties, LLC Final Site Plan Approval Storm Water Runoff Complicance



October 26, 2020 

Planning Commission 
City of Hastings 
201 East State Street 
Hastings, Michigan 49058 

Subject: Sample Ordinances – Keeping of Chickens 

On October 5, 2020, the Planning Commission agreed to the review and consideration of sample ordinances on 
the ‘keeping of chickens’ to better inform a decision to move forward with an amendment of the Zoning Ordinance 
to allow chickens in the City of Hastings.   

A Model Ordinance, several sample ordinances, and the draft ordinance prepared in December, 2017 are provided 
below.  You will note the similarity in the content and structure of the ordinance provisions between communities. 

Model Ordinance 

Section X.XX  Chickens 

A. Chickens. The keeping of chickens shall only be permitted in the following circumstances. A zoning 
permit shall be required in order to keep chickens. 

1. Chickens shall only be permitted in the X, X, and X Districts.

2. Lots under 1 acre shall be permitted to have up to four chickens. One additional chicken shall
be permitted per quarter of an acre (0.25 acres) of lot area. In calculating the permitted
number of birds, the number of acres shall be rounded down to the nearest tenth of an acre.

3. Manure must be kept in the rear yard, and must be kept at least 50 feet from any property
line.

4. Roosters shall not be permitted.

5. The slaughtering of any chicken is prohibited.

7.E.



City of Hastings · Keeping of Chickens 2 
October 26, 2020 

6. Chickens must be provided with and kept within an enclosure at all times. Chickens shall not
be allowed to roam the lot or any other property.

7. The enclosed area where the chickens are kept shall be located within the rear yard and shall
be setback at least twenty (20) feet from any side or rear lot line.

8. The enclosed area where the chickens are kept shall be maintained in a clean and neat manner
at all times.

9. Materials used to construct the enclosed area shall exclude tarps, plastic, fabric, rubber, paper,
cardboard, or other non-traditional building materials.

10. Chicken feed must be kept in rodent-proof, sealed containers.

11. Agricultural uses that comply with the Michigan Right to Farm Act (Public Act 93 of 1981) shall
be exempt from this section.

12. Industrial uses that process chickens shall be exempt from this section, and shall instead be
subject to the requirements of Section X.XX.

Sample Ordinances 

• ANN ARBOR, MI – KEEPING OF CHICKENS

Chapter 107 (Animals) - 9:42. Keeping of Chickens 

(1) Any person who keeps chickens in the City of Ann Arbor shall obtain a permit from the City prior 
to acquiring the chickens. No permit shall be issued to a person, by the City, and no chickens shall 
be allowed to be kept unless the owners of all residentially zoned adjacent properties (as defined 
below in subsection 3 (j)) consent in writing to the permit and this consent is presented along 
with an application for a permit. Written statements waiving the distance requirement in 
subsection (3) below shall also be submitted at the time of application and become a part of the 
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permit if issued. Application shall be made to the City Clerk and the fee for the permit shall be as 
determined by Council resolution.  
 
Permits expire and become invalid five (5) years after the date of issuance. A person who wishes 
to continue keeping chickens shall have obtained a new permit on or before the expiration date 
of the previous permit. Application for a new permit shall be pursuant to the procedures and 
requirements that are applicable at the time the person applies for a new permit.  
 

(2) Notwithstanding the issuance of a permit by the City, private restrictions on the use of property 
shall remain enforceable and take precedence over a permit. Private restrictions include but are 
not limited to deed restrictions, condominium master deed restrictions, neighborhood 
association by-laws, and covenant deeds. A permit issued to a person whose property is subject 
to private restrictions that prohibit the keeping of chickens is void. The interpretation and 
enforcement of the private restriction is the sole responsibility of the private parties involved.  
 

(3) A person who keeps or houses chickens on his or her property shall comply with all of the 
following requirements:  

 
a. Have been issued the permit required under subsection (1) of this section.  
b. Keep no more than four (4) chickens.  
c. The principal use of the person’s property is for a single-family dwelling or two-family 

dwelling.  
d. No person shall keep any rooster.  
e. No person shall slaughter any chickens.  
f. The chickens shall be provided with a covered enclosure and must be kept in the 

covered enclosure or a fenced enclosure at all times. Fenced enclosures are subject 
to all provisions of Chapter 104 (Fences).  

g. A person shall not keep chickens in any location on the property other than in the 
backyard. For purposes of this section, “backyard” means that portion of a lot 
enclosed by the property’s rear lot line and the side lot lines to the points where the 
side lot lines intersect with an imaginary line established by the rear of the single-
family or two-family structure and extending to the side lot lines.  

h. No covered enclosure or fenced enclosure shall be located closer than ten (10) feet to 
any property line of an adjacent property. 
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i. All enclosures for the keeping of chickens shall be so constructed or repaired as to 
prevent rats, mice, or other rodents from being harbored underneath, within, or 
within the walls of the enclosure. A covered enclosure or fenced enclosure shall not 
be located closer than forty (40) feet to any residential structure on an adjacent 
property provided, however, this requirement can be waived as follows:  
 

(i) If the principal use of applicant’s property is for a single-family dwelling, 
to obtain such a waiver the applicant shall present at the time of applying 
for a permit the written statements of all adjacent landowners that there 
is no objection to the issuance of the permit.  
 

(ii) If the principal use of the applicant’s property is for a two-family 
dwelling, to obtain such a waiver the applicant shall present at the time 
of applying for a permit the written statements of all adjacent 
landowners and of the occupants of the other dwelling stating that there 
is no objection to the issuance of the permit.  

 
j. For purposes of this section, adjacent property means all parcels of property that the 

applicant’s property comes into contact with at one or more points, except for parcels 
that are legally adjacent to but are in fact separated from the applicant’s property by 
a public or private street.  
 

k. All enclosures for the keeping of chickens shall be so constructed or repaired as to 
prevent rats, mice, or other rodents from being harbored underneath, within, or 
within the walls of the enclosure.  

 
l. All feed and other items associated with the keeping of chickens that are likely to 

attract or to become infested with or infected by rats, mice, or other rodents shall be 
protected so as to prevent rats, mice, or other rodents from gaining access to or 
coming into contact with them.  

 
(4) If the above requirements are not complied with, the City may revoke any permit granted under 

this section and/or initiate prosecution for a civil infraction violation.  
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(5) A person who has been issued a permit shall submit it for examination upon demand by any 

police officer or code enforcement officer. 
 

• BAY CITY, MI – KEEPING OF CHICKENS  
 

Sec. 18-4. - Keeping of female chickens (hens). 
 

A. A person who keeps or houses hens on his or her property shall comply with the following 
requirements: 
 
1. Obtain a non-transferable permit from the city clerk. The permit application shall include 

the written consent of a majority of the abutting property owners. Upon discontinuance of 
the permitted use the permit shall expire. 

 
2. No more than one hen per each ten square feet of enclosures (ten square feet per adult 

hen and baby chicks), with no more than 12 hens over six months of age. 
 
3. The principal use of the person's property must be as an owner-occupied single-family 

dwelling. 
 

4. No person shall keep a male chicken (rooster). 
 

5. No person shall slaughter any hens except as required for the culling of injured or ill 
chickens. 
 

6. The hens shall be provided with a covered enclosure. 
 

7. A person shall keep hens in the backyard only. For this section, "backyard" means the 
portion of a lot enclosed by the property's rear lot line and the side lot lines to the point 
where the side lot lines intersect with the imaginary line established by the rear of the 
single-family structure and extending to the side lot lines. 
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8. All enclosures for the keeping of hens shall be constructed, repaired and maintained in a 
manner to prevent rats, mice or other rodents from being harbored underneath, within, or 
within the walls of the enclosure. 
 

9. All feed and other items associated with the keeping of hens that are likely to attract or to 
become infested shall be stored in a covered, rodent-proof container so as to prevent rats, 
mice, or other rodents from gaining access to or coming into contact with such items and 
the container shall be stored in an enclosed shed or garage. 
 

10. Chicken coops and enclosures shall be set back not less than ten feet from side and rear lot 
lines and not less than 40 feet from any residential structure on adjoining lots. Chicken 
coops and enclosures existing prior to the adoption of this section shall be permitted less 
than the required setback distance provided a permit is obtained within 90 days from the 
date of section adoption and in accordance with conditions of this section. 

 
B. Any person keeping hens remains subject to the public nuisance provisions of chapter 54 of 

this Code and any private restrictions on the use of property that may be contained within deed 
restrictions or similar instruments. 

Sec. 18-5. - Site inspection. 

Prior to the issuance of a permit provided for in section 18-4 there shall be an inspection of the 
proposed site by a representative of the neighborhood services department, or other designated 
department, to ensure compliance with all of the requirements of section 18-4. The permit shall not 
be issued until all requirements are met. 

Sec. 18-6. - Fee. 

The fees for a permit required under this article shall be those fees on file with the city clerk which 
have been approved and filed by the city manager and which the city commission has been notified of 
for at least 30 days in compliance with section 2-1. 

 

 

 

https://library.municode.com/mi/bay_city/codes/code_of_ordinances?nodeId=PTIICOOR_CH54EN
https://library.municode.com/mi/bay_city/codes/code_of_ordinances?nodeId=PTIICOOR_CH18AN_ARTIINGE_S18-4KEFECHHE
https://library.municode.com/mi/bay_city/codes/code_of_ordinances?nodeId=PTIICOOR_CH18AN_ARTIINGE_S18-4KEFECHHE
https://library.municode.com/mi/bay_city/codes/code_of_ordinances?nodeId=PTIICOOR_CH2AD_ARTIINGE_S2-1CISEFE
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• HOLLAND, MI – KEEPING OF CHICKENS 
 
Other than in the AG Agriculture District, no person shall keep chickens unless he or she obtains a 
permit and complies with the following conditions: 
 

A. The keeping of chickens shall be done on a noncommercial basis while limiting and mitigating 
any potential adverse impacts on surrounding properties. The keeping of chickens shall be 
exclusively used by the people occupying the property as a locally grown food source for the 
consumption of eggs or meat. 
 

B. A maximum of four chickens may be kept per parcel if the parcel is 1/2 acre in size or less, five 
chickens if the parcel is 1/2 to one acre in size; and six chickens if the parcel is over one acre in 
size. Roosters are prohibited. 
 

C. The outdoor slaughtering of chickens is prohibited. 

 
D. Chickens shall be provided with a covered enclosure and must be kept in the covered enclosure 

or an adjoining fenced enclosure at all times. Chickens may be allowed to roam outside of the 
covered or fenced enclosure if within a fully fenced side and/or rear yard and if supervised by a 
person in the immediate vicinity of the chickens. 
 

E. All covered enclosures or fenced enclosures shall be located in the rear yard, shall be no closer 
than five feet to any property line of an adjacent property, and shall be located no closer than 
25 feet to any residential structure on an adjacent property. 
 

F. The total square footage of any covered enclosure and fenced enclosure shall not exceed 80 
square feet and shall be a maximum of eight feet in height. 
 

G. All covered enclosures shall be constructed in such a way as to prevent rats, mice, or other 
rodents from being harbored underneath or within the walls of the enclosure. The enclosure 
shall be constructed in a workmanlike manner. The coop and pen must be completely enclosed 
with a top and/or cover. 
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H. All feed and other items associated with the keeping of chickens likely to attract rats, mice, or 

other rodents or vermin shall be secured and protected in sealed containers. 
 

I. Egg-laying chickens shall be kept in compliance with the Michigan Department of Agriculture 
Generally Accepted Agricultural and Management Practices for the Care of Farm Animals, as 
amended, except as otherwise provided in this section. 
 

J. Applications for original and renewal permits shall be submitted to, and permits shall be issued 
by, the Department of Community and Neighborhood Services. Permits shall be issued within 
one week if the applicant demonstrates that it meets all conditions of this section. 
 

K. The applicant shall pay the fee required by the fee resolution periodically adopted by the City 
Council. 
 

L. An initial permit shall be valid for three years from the date of issuance. A renewal permit shall 
be valid for two years from the date of issuance. 
 

M. Applications for a permit, renewals, suspensions and revocations shall be handled in the 
manner provided in Chapter 17 for licenses. 

 
 

• PAW PAW, MI – KEEPING OF CHICKENS 
 
Sec 42-407 - Keeping of Chickens.  (Draft) 
 
The keeping of chickens as an accessory use to an owner-occupied single-family dwelling is 
permitted subject to the following requirements: 

 
(1) The keeping of chickens shall be done on a noncommercial basis and be exclusively used 

by the people occupying the property as a food source for the consumption of eggs or 
meat. 
 

http://ecode360.com/27622978#27622978
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(2) A maximum of four chickens are allowed per site if the property is less than ½ acre in area; 
a maximum of five chickens are allowed per site if the property is ½ to one acre in area; 
and, a maximum of six chickens are allowed per site if the property is over one acre in 
area.  Roosters are prohibited. 

 
(3) Chickens shall be provided with a covered enclosure and must be kept in the covered 

enclosure or an adjoining fenced enclosure at all times.  Chickens may be allowed to roam 
outside of the covered or fenced enclosure if within a fully fenced rear yard.  Fenced 
enclosures shall be subject to Section 42-405 (c) – Fences. 

 
(4) All covered enclosures shall be subject to Section 42-370 – Accessory Buildings, except 

that covered enclosures shall be located no closer than 10 feet to any property line and 
no closer than 40 feet to any residential dwelling on an adjacent property. 

 
(5) All covered enclosures shall be constructed in such a way as to prevent rats, mice, or other 

rodents or vermin from being harbored underneath or within the walls of the enclosure.  
The enclosure shall be constructed in a workmanlike manner. 

 
(6) All feed and other items associated with the keeping of chickens likely to attract rats, 

mice, or other rodents or vermin shall be secured and protected in sealed containers. 
 

(7) The outdoor slaughtering of chickens is prohibited. 
 

(8) The keeping of chickens is subject to the nuisance provisions as set forth in Section 42-3. 
 

(9) Any person who keeps chickens in the Village of Paw Paw shall obtain a permit from the 
Village.  No permit shall be issued and no chickens shall be allowed to be kept unless the 
occupants of all residentially-zoned adjacent properties consent in writing to the permit 
and this consent is presented along with an application for a permit.   

 
Application shall be made to the Village Clerk and the permit fee shall be as determined 
by resolution of the Village Council. 
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• HASTINGS, MI – KEEPING OF CHICKENS  (12.26.17 Draft) 
 

Sec 90-835 – Keeping of animals 

e. The keeping of chickens as an accessory use to an owner-occupied single-family dwelling is 
allowed as a special land use in any residential district subject to the following requirements: 
 

1. The keeping of chickens shall be done on a noncommercial basis and be exclusively used 
by the people occupying the property as a locally grown food source for the consumption 
of eggs or meat. 
 

2. A maximum of four chickens are allowed per lot if the lot is ½ acre or less in area; a 
maximum of five chickens are allowed per lot if the lot is ½ to one acre in area; and, a 
maximum of six chickens are allowed per lot if the lot is over one acre in area.  Roosters 
are prohibited. 

 
3. Chickens shall be provided with a covered enclosure and must be kept in the covered 

enclosure or an adjoining fenced enclosure at all times.  Chickens may be allowed to roam 
outside of the covered or fenced enclosure if within a fully fenced rear yard.   

 
4. All covered and fenced enclosures shall be located in the rear yard and shall be located 

no closer than 10 feet to any property line and no closer than 40 feet to any residential 
dwelling on an adjacent property. 

 
5. All covered enclosures shall be constructed in such a way as to prevent rats, mice, or other 

rodents or vermin from being harbored underneath or within the walls of the enclosure.  
The enclosure shall be constructed in a workmanlike manner.   

 
6. All feed and other items associated with the keeping of chickens likely to attract rats, 

mice, or other rodents or vermin shall be secured and protected in sealed containers. 
 

7. The outdoor slaughtering of chickens is prohibited. 
 



City of Hastings · Keeping of Chickens 11 
October 26, 2020 

8. The keeping of chickens is subject to the nuisance provisions of _____ and any private
restrictions on the use of property that may be contained within deed restrictions or
similar instruments.

9. Any person who keeps chickens in the City of Hastings shall obtain a permit from the
City prior to acquiring the chickens.  No permit shall be issued and no chickens shall be
allowed to be kept unless the owners of all residentially-zoned adjacent properties
consent in writing to the permit and this consent is presented along with an application
for a permit.



8.B.













October 26, 2020 

Planning Commission 
City of Hastings 
201 East State Street 
Hastings, MI  49058 

Subject: Christ the King Church – Relocated Driveway 

Request: Site Plan Amendment 

Location: 328 South Jefferson 

Zoning: A-2 District 

• Pastor Peter Adams, representing Christ the King Church, proposes the relocation of the existing
Jefferson Street driveway serving the site 15 ft to the north of its current location.  The driveway
relocation will include tree removal and curb/sidewalk reconstruction.

• The driveway shift is proposed to better align
site access with the existing parking lot aisle
which will improve on-site circulation.

• The existing church is a ‘special use’ within the
A-2 District pursuant to Section 90-423 (b),
Zoning Ordinance.

• The proposed driveway relocation requires an
amendment of the approved site plan for the
property pursuant to Section 90-127, Zoning
Ordinance.
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Development Proposal Review: 

Section 90-1082  Churches 

• The regulations specific to ‘churches’ are largely not applicable given that only a minor relocation
of an existing driveway is proposed.

• However, the following provision is of note . . ‘Site development standards pertaining to walls,
fences, driveways, sidewalks and other similar physical site improvements, excluding building
setbacks and height and parking, may be modified by the planning commission as part of the
conditions of the special land use. In determining whether to approve a modification of these
requirements, the planning commission must find, based upon the facts presented by the
applicant, that . . the modification is justified due to the nature, size, density, location or design
of the proposed special land use.’

Section 90-424 – Section 90-429  A-2 District Regulations 

• The A-2 District regulations are largely not applicable given that only a minor relocation of an
existing driveway is proposed.

• However, the landscaping requirement for properties within the A-2 District set forth in Section
90-429 is of note . . where it states ‘Landscaping shall be provided in accordance with the
requirements of Article XII of the zoning ordinance, although shade trees shall be emphasized in
order to provide shade, continuity in landscape design and visibility of storefronts.’

• Further, Article XII (Section 90-1011) requires the establishment of ‘front yard landscaping’,
which includes a combination of canopy/evergreen trees per 75 ft of road frontage.

• The proposed tree removal will eliminate the only ‘front yard’ landscaping present on the site.
An alternate planting proposal could be considered in support of a modification of the
landscaping requirements of the A-2 District and Article XII.
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Section 90-132 Access Controls 

• A single (and narrow) 2-way driveway currently exists on the site.  The proposed driveway 
relocation will not result in an increase in driveways. 
 

• A 100 ft spacing from the Jefferson St/Green St intersection is required; the relocated driveway 
will be approximately 115 ft from the intersection. 
 

• A 25 ft spacing from the property line is required; proposed spacing cannot be confirmed. 
 

• Spacing between driveways of 125 ft is required; a 70 ft spacing from the driveway to the north 
is proposed. 
 

• The Planning Commission may waive the spacing requirements where compliance is not 
feasible and where the purpose of access management (increase traffic safety, lessen congestion, 
provide adequate access, promote community character, and ensure orderly development) is met. 

 
Summary Review:  
 
Upon satisfactory response to the standards noted above, the Planning Commission may grant 
approval of the proposed Site Plan Amendment based upon a finding that the proposal meets the 
criteria for site plan approval set forth in Section 90-131, and conditioned upon the following: 
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1. A waiver of the 125 ft driveway spacing requirement is supported in light of: 
 

o An alignment of the driveway with the existing parking lot aisle will improve site 
circulation; and 

o The driveway relocation will increase separation from the intersection, thereby 
increasing traffic safety and lessening congestion. 

o The amount of property frontage and the locations of existing driveways limits the 
ability to meet all spacing standards. 

 
2. The proposed driveway shall meet City driveway design standards. 

 
3. Submission of a landscape plan demonstrating compliance with Section 90-1011 – Front Yard 

Landscaping for administrative review/approval. 
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	Section X.XX  Chickens
	A. Chickens. The keeping of chickens shall only be permitted in the following circumstances. A zoning permit shall be required in order to keep chickens.
	1. Chickens shall only be permitted in the X, X, and X Districts.
	2. Lots under 1 acre shall be permitted to have up to four chickens. One additional chicken shall be permitted per quarter of an acre (0.25 acres) of lot area. In calculating the permitted number of birds, the number of acres shall be rounded down to ...
	3. Manure must be kept in the rear yard, and must be kept at least 50 feet from any property line.
	4. Roosters shall not be permitted.
	5. The slaughtering of any chicken is prohibited.
	6. Chickens must be provided with and kept within an enclosure at all times. Chickens shall not be allowed to roam the lot or any other property.
	7. The enclosed area where the chickens are kept shall be located within the rear yard and shall be setback at least twenty (20) feet from any side or rear lot line.
	8. The enclosed area where the chickens are kept shall be maintained in a clean and neat manner at all times.
	9. Materials used to construct the enclosed area shall exclude tarps, plastic, fabric, rubber, paper, cardboard, or other non-traditional building materials.

	10. Chicken feed must be kept in rodent-proof, sealed containers.
	11. Agricultural uses that comply with the Michigan Right to Farm Act (Public Act 93 of 1981) shall be exempt from this section.
	12. Industrial uses that process chickens shall be exempt from this section, and shall instead be subject to the requirements of Section X.XX.
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