
Official Proclamation 
City of Hastings, Michigan Has in!ls 

on theThornap?e 

Hodges Jewelry Celebrates 90 Years in Business 

Whereas: 

Whereas: 

Whereas: 

Whereas: 

Whereas: 

Whereas: 

In 1931, C.B. Hodges opened Hodges Jewelry in Hastings after purchasing the Pancoast 
and Noble Jewelry Store and has continuously served this entire community for ninety 
years; and 

at the time of purchase, the business was a music store as well as a jewelry store and had 
two businesses in the back third of the building; and 

the small store mainly operated on jewelry sales and watch repairs during those early ears. 
C.B. Hodges added nationally known lines such as Lenox china, Reed and Barton, Towle, 
Gorham and Oneida sterling and Waterford crystal. The expanded bridal department was 
added in the late 1930's. These items have tripled in value and today are considered family 
heirlooms; and 

Patrick Hodges graduated from Bradley University in Peoria, IL in 1961. After two years 
as a lieutenant in the Air Force serving in Korea and at O'Hare Field in Chicago, he returned 
to Hastings to join his father in the business. Both Pat and his father developed a long 
record of community service through the Hastings Area Chamber of Commerce and local 
service clubs. C.B. Hodges retired in 1963 and sold the business to his son and Pat stated 
"I have never wanted to be anything but a jeweler" and "I've always preferred Hastings to 
all other communities" Pat ran the store for twenty-two years before passing it from his 
family to another family - the Buttons - in 1985; and 

Don Button, a retired banker, had little or no retail experience purchased the store to 
occupy his time during retirement. Luckily, Don's daughter Deb Button graduated from 
Western Michigan University with a bachelor's degree in fashion merchandising and interior 
design, and had the expertise needed to help the family business. At the time, Deb was a 
product buyer for Amway and quit her job to work with the family fulfilling her dream of 
owning her own business. Thirty-five years later, Deb and Don are still working side by 
side and continuing the long history of community service started by Pat and his father 
many years ago. Deb has served on the Barry County Chamber of Commerce Board for 
15 years and the Barry County United Way Board for 25 years and is a member of the 
Hastings Downtown Development Authority and a Hastings Rotary Club member; and 

Now, Hodges Jewelry and Gifts carries a variety of products, such as purses, glassware, 
chimes, candles, a variety of gift items and of course fine jewelry There are two keys to 
long-term business success says Deb, one is merchandise and the other is excellent 
customer service. 

NOW THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, that, I, Mayor David J. Tossava, on behalf of the City of 
Hastings and the Hastings City Council do hereby wish to congratulate Hodges Jewelry and Gifts on 
their 90th Anniversary for their unwavering and dedicated commitment to City of Hastings and its 
citizens. Please take a few minutes to stop by to thank everyone at Hodges Jewelry and Gifts for the 
wonderful service they have provided to our community over the years. 



IN WITNESS WHEREOF, I have hereunto set my Hand and caused the Official Seal of the City of Hastings, 
Michigan, to be affixed this the 28th day of June 2021. 


